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Young boy from Milingimbi 
indigenous community, Australia.

Children from our community based 
reading program in Manizales, Columbia.
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Committee of Management
Ms Angelica Correa  Project Coordinator, Refuge of Hope Inc
Mr Darryn Keneally  Director of Janico Pty Ltd
Mr Andrew Kay  CEO of World Literacy Foundation International 
Paula Londono  Reading and literacy tutor
John Stewart  Community Development Manager

Management Team
Chief Executive Officer  Andrew Kay

Project Managers
Emma Pearce  Indigenous Literacy Initiatives
Jade Lane  International Literacy Day 
Travis Thompson  Solar Panel Tablet + STEM Projects

Ambassadors
Dame Helen Mirren
Zoe Wanamaker
Adele Parks

“Reading and learning 
are vital for the 
development of young 
people. I am proud 
to be an ambassador 
for the World Literacy 
Foundation.”

-DAME HELEN MIRREN

Across the globe, 757 million people cannot read this sentence. Do you want to change that? Read on.

Our Team
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Young boy from Milingimbi 
indigenous community, Australia.

Young girl from our community based 
reading program in Manizales, Columbia. 

READING
IS

POWER.

3



Our vision is a world where everyone can read and write, in which there is free 
access to education for all. We provide innovative resources that support 
life-long learning. We raise awareness and advocate on the importance of 
literacy and education. We’re creating a world where everyone can read. 
We are changing lives. The World Literacy Foundation Australia is an 
independent non-profit organisation, and also is a collaborative partner and 
affiliate of WLF in the United Kingdom & Europe, the United States, 
Latin America & Africa.
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We are About

The World Literacy Foundation is working in partnership with 120 groups and 
3920 internationally across 25 countries with one common goal: to eradicate 
illiteracy in our lifetime.

In Australia, one in four children struggles with basic reading skills. Our local 
programs focus on bridging the literacy gap for Indigenous Australians and 
children from low-income, migrant, and marginalised communities.
We plan to see every Australian child reach their full potential through the 
power of learning and literacy.

By doing so, we aim to reduce poverty, improve health, increase employment 
and educational prospects, and see lives changed forever.

We act as a voice and unite people to bring about real, long-lasting change. 
Please join us.
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CLOSING the literacy 
gap by 2030

EMPOWERING 
individuals to 

change their lives 

EQUIPPING 
communities 

with educational 
technology
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2015-16 Snapshot 
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GlobalAustralia

Total number of people reached: Total number of people reached:

Number of volunteer hours provided:Number of volunteer hours provided:

1,500,0006300
320120
650,00050,000
6500600
28,0002500

Number of partnerships/collaborations:Number of partnerships/collaborations: 

Number of books distributed:Number of books distributed:

Numbers of people impacted by technology projects:Numbers of people impacted by technology projects:
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Solar Panel Tablet Devices 

Millions of classrooms located ‘off the grid’ have no books or basic educational resources. We have designed and 
developed a solar panel tablet device to support classrooms where there is no Internet or electricity. Our tablet device 
is a toolkit of hundreds of resources, such as textbooks, audio and video books, and interactive learning content. 
These educational tools are placed directly into the hands of students and teachers, where often a textbook is 
shared with a whole class. The pre-loaded content on our low-cost device offers an e-library of bi-lingual local and 
international books for the classrooms.

In Australia, two Melbourne based technologies companies: Splitting Image and Inyerpocket provided cloud-based 
services for the development of education content to be uploaded onto the solar panel tablet device. We also launched 
a new initiative to engage with Australian schools to provide opportunities for students interested in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) and coding to assist with digitalising educational content onto the tablet 
device for use in classrooms in the developing world.
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In 2015-16 we began field-testing of the tablet device in Gulu, Uganda. Our field test 
began in eleven schools and 100 classrooms. To facilitate this, we employed a local project 
officer to provide training and support in the use of the tablet plus conduct monitoring and 
evaluation. We also established relationships within Uganda with the Ministry of Education 
and community-based educational provider Fun of Phonics. We appreciate the donated 
digital content from local and international educational publishing companies.

“Our solar panel innovation seeks to bridge the digital divide. By putting learning material in 
the hands of teachers, we can change the lives of children in the developing world”.
– Andrew Kay, CEO World Literacy Foundation
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“These tablets are going 
to have local materials, 
audio and learning 
guides. We are so excited 
to use them in our 
classrooms”. 

– Nighty Akello Moro
 Our wonderful Project 
Officer in Gulu, Uganda.
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International 
Literacy Day 2015

On September 8, 2015, we 
facilitated a campaign with schools 

across the globe for International 
Literacy Day. The aim was to create 
greater awareness, education and 

understanding with students on the 
importance of literacy in their lives. 
Each school conducted an event or 

activity to celebrate the day.

In Australia, 85 schools and 68,000 
students participated in International 

Literacy Day activities. Each school 
held an activity or event to raise 
awareness and understanding 

about literacy.

Across the globe 3,551 schools, 
543 community groups and 3.2 

million individuals participated in 
various literacy-related activities on 

International Literacy Day.

Our Work with Indigenous Australians
In 2015-16 we partnered with five local Indigenous communities (Elliot, 
Wadeye, Marrara, Pine Creek and Lajamanu) in the Northern Territory to 
provide a series of early interventions to address reading and literacy skills 
with children aged 3-15. We focused on the development of training and 
support of local women to act as advocates and in support roles for reading 
development. We provided 4,000 books and educational supplies directly to 
the local community.

“Working with indigenous communities is an honour. We were proud to see
so many individuals get involved in our programs and loved seeing the happy 
faces of children when they received their books”. – Emma Pearce, Indigenous 
Literacy Project Manager
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Below & Top Right: Children from Milingimbi 
indigenous community, Australia.
Bottom Right: Our International Literacy Day poster.
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World Literacy 
Foundation Youth 

Ambassadors

In 2015-16, we launched a new 
initiative to enlist young people to 
act as a World Literacy Foundation 

ambassador in their local community. 
The role provides an opportunity 

for young people to be a voice and 
advocate for literacy in their school 

and local community.

In Australia, we enlisted 30 
ambassadors who organised local 

initiatives to promote the importance 
of literacy.

Across the globe, we have 120 Youth 
Ambassadors in 20 countries.

Community Based 
Literacy Initiatves 

Partnerships and collaborations with local 
community-based literacy organisations is a vital 

aspect of our work.

As one example in Australia in 2015-16, Children’s 
author Roxanne Kiely and her Busy Izzy book 

series partnered with us. Roxanne acted as a local 
literacy advocate to hundreds of early childhood 

centres by donating 15,000 books and making 
special visits to playgroups on our behalf.

Globally, in 2015-16 we had 1,320 established 
groups across 25 countries who ran community-
based literacy initiatives. An example includes 
the “Learn, Read & Play project, which is as an 

after school program in Manizales, Colombia. The 
program provides a reading support and tutoring 
for 40 children in a very poor district, which there 

are high rates of illiteracy. Local Coordinator, Paula 
Correa, says: “I love to see the children develop
a love and habit of reading. Sadly, many of the 

children in this area have no access to books, so 
this year we established a local community library 

in the basement of the local church”.
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Above: A student from Thabana 
T’sooana Elementary School 
in Lesotho, Africa, celebrates 
International Literacy Day.
Nora Chan from Melbourne 
– International Literacy Day 
Ambassador. 

Above: Emmanual Omuya from Kenya – 
International Literacy Day Ambassador.
Paula Corrèa 
Roxanne Kiely

10



Research and Advocacy 

In September 2015 we released a global index report of the economic cost 
and social impact on illiteracy. The report highlighted the national and global 
impact of illiteracy in economic and social terms, and it attracted more than 1 
million readers. In 2015-16, we had representation at 104 activities including 
conferences, workshops, public speaking events, media interviews and school 
visits. We were also honoured to make a presentation about our work to the 
former Minister for Education, the Honourable Christopher Pyne.

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The World Literacy Foundation commits to evaluating and measuring the 
impact of our literacy programs. We use monitoring and evaluation frame-
works to capture quantitative and qualitative data on each of our programs 
using multiple different tools; volunteer reporting, evaluation forms, surveys, 
focus groups and feedback from key stakeholders. In the years to come, we 
will focus heavily on measuring the impact of our solar panel tablet devices in 
developing countries across the globe.
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What we accomplished at the World Literacy Foundation in 2015-16 would 
not have been possible without the support of our partners, donors, and 
supporters. Each year, our Annual Report affords us an opportunity to 
showcase our impact and to say thank you. 2015-16 was a monumental year of 
growth where we commenced the field-testing of the new solar panel tablet 
initiative, which will be a major focus for the year to come.

In Australia, we increased our local funding to $183,414, the majority of 
which we used to improve our Northern Territory Indigenous literacy project, 
and develop our new literacy services for children from low-income and 
marginalised backgrounds in Victoria.

Through our activities, advocacy, and collaborative partnerships, in 2015-16, 
the World Literacy Foundation reached over one million children, families, 
and adults in 22 countries. As a result, we have highlighted the importance 
and understanding of literacy across the globe. Additionally, thanks to your 
support, our geographic reach now spans Africa and Latin America.

Later in this year, we will scale up the solar panel tablets to reach more 
classrooms in Uganda and other ‘off the grid’ locations. Nearly 20 million 
classrooms across the globe don’t have access to the Internet and operate 
with very limited resources. The tablet is a simple solution to bring relevant 
and appropriate books to classrooms at a fraction of the cost of traditional 
methods. This project is something that has never been possible before, and it 
will ultimately help millions improve their lives and reach their full potential.
 
So thank you again, and we look forward to working together to bring books, 
technology, and an equal chance to all.
 
Andrew G Kay

Note from the CEO and Founder, 
Andrew Kay 
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Thank you to the people, organisations, sponsors and foundations for their support in 2015-16. 
A special thanks to:
 
ANZ Staff Foundation
B & A Miller Fund
IOOF Foundation
Intel Australia
Australia Post
JetStar
Shine On Foundation
The Andrews Foundation
The Australian Communities Foundation
The Marian and E.H Flack Trust
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