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inadvertently, something of a
feminist narrative.

“Katharine Graham was the first
woman to hold the position of
publisher in our country, and had
to make a huge decision that could
potentially cost her the family
business,” says Paulson. “It was a
very bold decision on her part to
publish, and absolutely the right
one. She had real integrity and
conscience and heart.”

In person, though highly
articulate, and with so much to say
that her words often tumble out,
torrent-like, Paulson is a far ery
from the serious characters she
frequently inhabits. She’s a fizzing
bundle of positive energy, prone to
mimicking my British accent
(mimicry is one of her favorite
pastimes, and she’s very skilled).

“I dreamt about holding
an EMMY for a long
time. As a KID, I would

PRACTICE holding an
Oscar in the bathroom”

Which is not to say the actress
lacks focus; far from it. “I come
from a family of women who want
things,” she says, matter-of-fact. “I
am ambitious and unsatisfied in
general. I'm not often content with
anything the way it is; [ always want
more. [ dreamt about holding an
Emmy for a long time. As a kid, I
dreamt about holding any kind of
statue: I would practice holding an
Oscar in the bathroom.”

aulson was born in Tampa,
P Florida, but moved to New

York aged five with her
mother, Catharine, and younger
sister, Liz, when her parents
divorced. They lived in Queens,
where her mother worked as a
waitress and took writing classes.
At first, all three slept on
mattresses on the floor.

“T don’t think I would ever have
been as brave as my mother was,”
Paulson says, with some wonder.
“She was born in Alabama, and
grew up in Florida, neither of
which she felt was home; she just
had to get to New York City,
because that’s where she felt she
belonged. She was 27 and she had



