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Health and Safety
Executive

Safe use of all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) in
agriculture and forestry

Introduction B colisions with structures, treas, other vehicles ate:
B being trapped/asphyxiated under an overturned

This information sheet gives acdvice on the safe use of maching;

ATWs. It covers the two main types used in off-road B pedestrians being struck or run over by ATVs,

working in agriculture, forestry and the land-based

industries, namely:; Contrbutory factors/underying causes of accidants

and injury with ATVs can include:

B Sit-astride ATVs: Any motorised vehicle designed
o traved on four low-prassure tyres on unpaved
surfaces, with a seal designed to be straddied
by the operator and with handlebars for steering
control (see Figura 1), These vehicles are intendad
to be used by a single operator without a
passenger. They may also be referred 10 as quad
bikes,

B Side-by-side ATVs: Small utility vehicles in which
the driver and passenger sit alongside each other
in corventional (i sit-in) seats (see Figure 2). Most towing excessive loads with unbraked equipment;
side-by-side vehicles are capable of carrying two poor maintenance, eg faulty brakes, incorrect tyne
occupants in this way; however, some vehicles are pressures etc.
equipped with a second row of seating {and can
therefore carmy four ccoupants), while others have
bench-style seats allowing up to three people to Control measures for sit-astride ATVs
bie seated in a row. The majority of side-by-side
vehiclas have four wheals, although six-wheel and  Training
full and partially tracked versions are also available.

There is usualy a cargo bed behind the sealing It is a legal requirement for employers lo provide
area. Side-by-side ATVs are sometimes referred adequate training for employees who use work
to as utility vehicles (UTVs) or rough terrain utility equipment such as ATVs, and to make sure that only

lack of formal operator training and/or experience;
incorrectiack of appropriate head protection;
excessive speed;

age of the operatar;

carrying & passenger on a sit-astride ATV,
unbalanced loads or overloading;

tipping on a bank, ditch, rut or bump;

loss of control on a steep slope combined with
other factors, eq ground or load conditions;

vehicles (RTVs). emplovess who have received appropriate training
in their safe use, including the use of any towed
ATVz are usually fitted with a tow hitch and are eguipment or attachments, are permitted to ride tham.
capabie of towing a load such as a trailer, a tralled The same requirements apply to the self-emploved,

appliance or other equipment.
You can get details of suitable training courses from
franchised ATV dealers, manufacturers' websiles,
Hazards EASI {(European ATV Safety Institute), the British
Oft Road Driving Association (BORDA) and through
Both types of ATV are designed to cope with a wide colleges and training providers.
variety of terrain types, Including steep slopes, but if
used outside their safe operating parameters they can When purchasing a new or used maching from a
vary rapidly become unstable, The main causes of franchised dealer an industry-led scheme offers
sedous or fatal injury associated with ATVS are from: customers free training - sea 'Useful contacts'.

B being thrown off during vehicle overturns or after
loss of control;
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