
3 Novels or News
Some teens love writing and want to have a career
in it, so let them explore those interests as a part
of your curriculum. Budding novelists may want to
write their own novel. Or you may have future
journalists living in your home. Whatever type of
writing they are interested in exploring, collect
good examples of it for them to read and use as
patterns for their own writing.

Journaling
Tell your teens they don’t have to
have perfect grammar, spell
every word correctly or even use
complete sentences. Instead, jot
down phrases, make lists, even
draw. Give them the freedom to
do it in a way that works for
them.

The goal of journaling isn’t to
create a literary masterpiece, but
to provide an outlet for them to
express their thoughts and
emotions. Remember: “Writing is
thinking!” Journals provide a way
for teens to do just that. To
process life and collect ideas and
share from their hearts.

Journals are personal, so don’t
read your teens’ unless they
invite you to.

Poetry 2
Literary language and devices take
center stage when writing poetry.
Poetry is filled with images, beautiful
descriptions, emotions, and ideas.
Writing poetry is about precision and
clarity. Teens can apply all of the skills
required for poetry in other formats
too, so you can think of writing poetry
as an exercise to develop strong
communication muscles.
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Think of blogging as the modern-
day essay. Have your students study
some well-written blogs and ask
them to identify what makes each
one effective. Consider how the
author of the blog develops an
argument or idea, teaches
something, or shares a story. Look
to see if you can recognize how it is
organized and what methods the
writer uses to engage the reader.

Your teens can actually set up a blog
for free, or they can simply write
some blog posts for fun. 

4 Social Media

Let’s help our teens express their opinions in a
thoughtful and respectful way. 

Watch or read a current news story and have them
write their opinion about it in one to two short
paragraphs. Then challenge them to write their main
idea “tweet style” in 280 characters or less. Finally, let
them find or take a picture to share the same
information as they would on Instagram. This idea can
be used with more than just news. They can share what
they are learning spiritually or personally too. Or tie this
into their history studies: What would it look like to
tweet about the American Revolution?
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