
Testing For Starch Whilst Making Beer

When making Beer from a recipe involving grains it is usually necessary to convert all the starch 
present in the grains to fermentable sugars. This is done by steeping the grains in water at a  
temperature specified in the recipe (typically between 62 and 72 degrees C), this is called the 
Mashing Process. It is important to convert all of the starch to sugar as any starch that has not 
converted to sugar is wasted and will not ferment. Testing with this kit is simple.

Contents
Please check the contents of your kit carefully. The kit contains:

• 1 x Instruction leaflet.
• 1 x Spotting tile (Rectangular plastic with 12 circular dimples)
• 1 x 50ml bottle of Potassium Iodide solution 
• 5 x Pipettes

Before You Start 
Read the instructions thoroughly. If you are unsure on how fast the reaction will take place or 
what it will look like you can start by adding a few drops of Potassium Iodide to a slice of freshly 
cut potato, you will then know exactly what you are looking for.

Instructions
1. Mash the grains in water at the temperature specified in the recipe for at least 40 minutes
2. Using a clean pipette add a small amount of the Mash liquid to one of the dimple like 

dishes on the spotting tile.
3. Add one or two drops of the Potassium Iodide to the liquid and wait for 30 seconds.
4. If there is any starch present the Potassium Iodide will change from a brown colour to a 

dark blue black colour.
5. If the blue black colour is present continue the mashing process for a further 10 minutes 

and repeat from step 2.
6. Repeat from step 2 until there is no change in the colour of the Potassium Iodide, then 

continue with brewing as per the instructions in your recipe.

N.B
• Always use a clean pipette so that you do not contaminate the test with starch already 

present in the pipette.
• Never put the contents of the spotting tile back in your brew.
• Potassium Iodide solution will stain skin, clothes and many other surfaces so handle with 

great care!

Emergency Measures

In case of skin contact – May cause mild irritation. Wash with soap and water.

In case of eye contact – Rinse with water for 15 minutes keeping eyelids open.

In case of spillage on clothes or other surfaces – Potassium Iodide will stain so wash immediately
with plenty of water and detergent.


