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BEYOND THE 
HIGH BLUE AIR

Lu Spinney’s memoir Beyond the 
High Blue Air is at once a portrait 
of the fearlessness of familial love 
and the profound dilemma posed by 
modern medicine. When Spinney’s  
twenty-nine-year-old son, Miles, 
flies up on his snowboard, “he knows 
he is not in control as he is taken 
by force up the ramp,” writes his  
mother, “skewing sideways as his 
board clips the edge and then he  
is hurtling, spinning up, up into the 
free blue sky ahead . . .” He lands 
hard on the ice and falls into a coma. 

Thus begins the erratic loss—
Miles first in a coma and then 
trapped in a fluctuating state of 

minimal consciousness—that unravels over the next five years. 
Spinney, her husband, and three other children put their lives 
on hold to tend to Miles at various hospitals and finally in a 
care home. They hold out hope that he will be returned to them. 

With blunt precision, Spinney chronicles her family’s in-
timate experience. And yet, as personal a book as this is, it 
offers universal meaning, presenting an eloquent and pierc-
ing description of what it feels to witness an intimate become 
unfamiliar. This is a story about ambiguous loss: the disap-
pearance of someone who is still there. Three quarters of 
the way through, however, Spinney’s story takes a turn. The 
family and, to the degree that he can communicate, Miles  
himself come to view ending his life as the only possible  
release from the prison of his body and mind. Spinney, cutting 
her last thread of hope, wishes for her son to die. 

And yet, even as she allows this difficult revelation to 
settle, she learns that this is not her decision to make. Be-
cause Miles is diagnosed as being in a “minimally conscious 
state” rather than a “persistent vegetative state,” there is no  
legal way to bring about his death, a bewildering paradox 
that Spinney navigates with compassion and wisdom. This  
profound book encompasses the lyrical revelations of a mem-
oir like Jean-Dominique Bauby’s The Diving Bell and the Butter-
fly as well as the crucial medical and moral insights of a book 
such as Atul Gawande’s Being Mortal.

LU SPINNEY was born and raised in South Africa. After university, she moved to Nice 
and Paris, before settling in London. Beyond the High Blue Air is her first book. 

“ Like The Year of  

Magical Thinking  

by Joan Didion, 

Beyond the High  

Blue Air is a spare, 

sharp memoir  

about the speed  

with which a 

comfortable 

existence can be  

blighted by grief.”  

—Bee Wilson,  

The Sunday Times

A Memoir

“ Lu Spinney has a tragic story to tell. The 
circumstances are unique. But what she expresses—
disbelief, hope, anger, dismay—is universal. And the 
ethical questions she raises are vitally important. 
Most important, she writes beautifully.”

—Blake Morrison, winner of the  
J. R. Ackerley Prize for Autobiography

AUGUST
$16.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
Rights: NA

MEMOIR
9781936787548
272 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

LU SPINNEY
Co

ur
te

sy
 o

f t
he

 au
th

or



3

MONTPELIER
PARADE

KARL GEARY

A Novel

Montpelier Parade is just across 
town, but to Sonny it might as well 
be a different world. Working with 
his father in the garden of one of its 
handsome homes one Saturday, he 
sees a back door easing open and a 
beautiful woman coming down the 
path toward him. This is Vera, the 
sort of person who seems destined 
to remain forever out of his reach.

Hoping to cast off his loneliness and a restless sense of not 
belonging—at high school, in his part-time job at the butcher 
shop, and in the increasingly suffocating company of his 
own family—Sonny drifts into dreams of a different kind of 
life. A series of intoxicating encounters with Vera lead him to 
feel he has fallen in love for the first time, but why does her  
past seem as unknowable as her future?

Unfolding over a bright, rain-soaked Dublin spring,  
Montpelier Parade is a rich, devastating debut novel about de-
sire, grief, ambition, art, and the choices we must make alone.

“ Few novelists  

debut with a 

masterpiece, but 

Geary has done  

just that.  

Stunning.”  

—Mail on Sunday (UK)

“ Luminous and moving. A story that asks who you can 
love and how, and a novel that gets to the heart of 
things; it certainly got to the heart of me.” 

—Sunjeev Sahota, Man Booker Prize–short-listed 
author of The Year of the Runaways 

“ A teenager escapes the drudgery of 80s Dublin through 
a relationship with an older woman in this auspicious 
fiction debut . . . Pitch-perfect.”

—The Guardian

AUGUST
$16.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
Rights: NA

FICTION
9781936787555
224 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

KARL GEARY was born in Dublin, and moved to New York City at age sixteen. 
He cofounded two East Village institutions: the music venue Sin-é, and later 
the Scratcher. He has worked as a scriptwriter (Coney Island Baby) and an actor 
(Michael Almereyda’s Hamlet; Ken Loach’s Jimmy’s Hall), and has adapted and 
directed Dorothy Parker’s story “You Were Perfectly Fine” for the screen. He 
lives in Glasgow with his wife and daughter.

“ An unforgettable love story in writing that is often exceptional . . . 
Geary captures time and place startlingly well . . . Montpelier Parade 
is reminiscent of Barry Hines’ novel A Kestrel for a Knave—that 1960s 
classic of social realism—in its depiction of a youngster trapped by 
deprivation. But what is Geary’s, and Geary’s alone, is the desperately 
moving romantic entanglement at its heart.”

  —Financial Times (UK)

“ Luminous . . . Brilliantly paced, full of tension and tenderness”
  —Irish Times
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PEN AMERICA 
BEST DEBUT SHORT 

STORIES 2017
JUDGES:

MARIE-HELENE BERTINO
KELLY LINK

NINA McCONIGLEY

EDITED BY YUKA IGARASHI
Today’s most acclaimed writers all 
got their start when an editor en-
countered their work for the first 
time and took a chance. This antholo-
gy celebrates twelve such moments of 
discovery and is the first volume of an 
annual collection—launched along-

side PEN’s new Robert J. Dau Short Story Prize for Emerging 
Writers—that recognizes outstanding fiction debuts published 
in a print or online literary magazine. 

The dozen winning stories included here—selected this 
year by judges Kelly Link, Marie-Helene Bertino, and Nina  
McConigley—take place in South Carolina and in South Korea, 
on a farm in the eighteenth century and among the cubicles of 
a computer-engineering firm in the present day. They narrate 
ancient themes with current urgency: migration, memory, tech-
nology, language, love, ecology, identity, family. Together they 
act as a compass for contemporary literature; they tell us where 
we’re going. 

Each work comes with an introduction by the editor who 
originally published it, explaining why he or she chose it. The 
commentaries provide insight into a process that often remains 
opaque to readers and aspiring writers, and offer a chance to 
showcase the vital work literary magazines do to nurture our 
boldest and most exciting new voices.

MARIE-HELENE BERTINO’s debut novel, 2 a.m. at the Cat’s Pajamas, was a Barnes & Noble Fall 2014 Discover 
Great New Writers pick and a Best Book of 2014 at NPR. Her debut collection of short stories, Safe as Houses, received 
the 2012 Iowa Short Fiction Award and was named an Outstanding Collection by the Story Prize. She is the recipient 
of the O. Henry Prize, the Pushcart Prize, and fellowships from the Center for Fiction, Sewanee, the MacDowell, and 
Hedgebrook writers colonies. She teaches at New York University and in the low-residency MFA program at Institute 
of American Indian Arts, and lives in Brooklyn, where she is an editor at large for Catapult.

KELLY LINK is the author of the collections Stranger Things Happen, Magic for Beginners, Pretty Monsters, and Get in 
Trouble, which was a finalist for the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. She and her husband, Gavin J. Grant, have coed-
ited a number of anthologies, including multiple volumes of The Year’s Best Fantasy and Horror and, for young adults, 
Monstrous Affections. She is the cofounder of Small Beer Press. Her short stories have been published in The Magazine 
of Fantasy and Science Fiction, The Best American Short Stories, and O. Henry Prize Stories. She has received a grant from 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

NINA McCONIGLEY is the author of the story collection Cowboys and East Indians, which won a 2014 PEN Open 
Book Award. She was born in Singapore and grew up in Wyoming. She holds an MFA in creative writing from the 
University of Houston, where she was an Inprint Brown Foundation Fellow. She also holds an MA in English from 
the University of Wyoming and a BA in literature from Saint Olaf College. She currently serves on the board of the 
Wyoming Arts Council. She teaches at the University of Wyoming.

AUGUST
$16.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
UK, Translation,  
and Audio Rights 
Available 

ANTHOLOGY
9781936787685
224 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

The inaugural  

anthology of  

literature’s most 

promising new  

voices.
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A LOVING, 
FAITHFUL ANIMAL

It is New Year’s Eve 1990, in a small 
town in southeast Australia. Ru’s fa-
ther, Jack, one of thousands of Aus-
tralians once conscripted to serve in 
the Vietnam War, has disappeared. 
This time Ru thinks he might be 
gone for good. As rumors spread of 
a huge black cat stalking the land-
scape beyond their door, the rest of 
the family is barely holding on. Ru’s 

sister, Lani, is throwing herself into sex, drugs, and dangerous 
company. Their mother, Evelyn, is escaping into memories of 
a more vibrant youth. And meanwhile there is Les, Jack’s in-
scrutable brother, who seems to move through their lives like a 
ghost, earning both trust and suspicion.

A Loving, Faithful Animal is an incandescent portrait of one 
family searching for what may yet be redeemable from the ru-
ins of war. Tender, brutal, and heart-stopping in its beauty, this 
novel marks the arrival in the United States of Josephine Rowe, 
the winner of the 2016 Elizabeth Jolley Prize and one of Austra-
lia’s most extraordinary young writers.

JOSEPHINE ROWE was born in 1984 in Rockhampton, Australia, and grew up in 
Melbourne. In the United States, her writing has appeared in McSweeney’s Quarterly 
Concern, The Iowa Review, The Paris Review Daily, and other publications. She holds 
fellowships from the Wallace Stegner Program in fiction at Stanford University, the 
International Writing Program at the University of Iowa, the Omi International Arts 
Center, and Yaddo. In 2016, her fiction won the Elizabeth Jolley Prize in Australia. 
She currently lives in Tasmania.

JOSEPHINE ROWE

A Novel

“ A Loving, Faithful Animal lured me in with astonishing, 
poetic prose, and a glimpse of an Australia I don’t 
always see in fiction. But the true thrill of the novel is 
the carousel of haunting characters Josephine Rowe 
creates with unbelievable precision. An unflinching 
look at the ways we fail the people we love, at the 
cruelty of family, its toxicity, and beauty. The book 
is a deep, multifaceted portrait of the inheritance of 
damage, one that left me aching and inspired.”

 —Stephanie Danler, author of Sweetbitter

“ Josephine Rowe writes like someone who, having been 
quiet a long time, has thought carefully and viciously 
about what must be said. In this flinty debut, Rowe 
fashions a string of refractory surfaces—the family 
members of a veteran—to remind us just how far, into 
love and time, the atrocity of war will reach.” 

 —Kathleen Alcott, author of Infinite Home

SEPTEMBER
$16.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
Rights: NA

FICTION
9781936787579
176 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

“ Rowe is a serious 

talent, and her  

debut novel is  

both gorgeous  

and stunning.”  

—Emily St. John Mandel, 

author of Station Eleven 

“  A slim novel packed with delicious prose, easy to lose yourself in and 
hard to leave behind.”

 —Amelia Gray, author of Threats and Gutshot

“ Rowe’s much-anticipated debut novel dives into the heart of a family 
attempting to salvage themselves from the scars of the past. Brutal 
and tender, this is a dark domestic drama battling with the wreckage 
of the Vietnam War.” 

—Robert Bound, Monocle magazine

“ Rowe’s stories are potent machines of emotion, miraculous for the 
human vastness they sound by the sparest and surest of means.” 

—Wells Tower, author of Everything Ravaged, Everything Burned

© 
Ja

so
n 

M
on

ta
no



6

LANDSLIDE

Minna Zallman Proctor’s Landslide 
is a captivating collection of inter-
connected personal essays. These 
“true stories” explore the author’s 
complicated relationship with her 
mother—who was diagnosed with 
cancer at age fifty-seven and died 
fifteen years later—and the ways in 
which their connection was long the 
“prime mover” of Proctor’s life, the 
subtle force coursing beneath her 
adulthood. 

As such, these vibrant essays 
also narrate the trials and triumphs 

of Proctor’s own life—shifting between America and Italy (and 
loving “being a foreigner, the constant sense of unfamiliarity 
that supplanted all my expectations and disappointments”), 
her bumpy first marriage, the profound pleasure she takes in 
motherhood and the confounding experience of trying to ar-
range a Jewish burial for her “Jewish, not quite Jewish” mother. 

Proctor has an integrity and humor that is never ex-
tinguished despite life’s mounting difficulties. She also slyly 
questions her own narrative throughout. “Not having told this 
story before means I never fixed many details in my memory,” 
she writes. “[I] have to rely on flashes, the transparent stills 
that hang in [my] mind, made of smell, the way the light casts, 
the wind on [my] skin.” The essays in this book are a sharply 
intelligent exploration of what happens when death and di-
vorce unmoor you from certainties, and about the unreliable 
stories we tell ourselves, and others, in order to live. 

MINNA ZALLMAN PROCTOR is a writer, critic, and translator from Italian. She 
is the author of Do You Hear What I Hear? An Unreligious Writer Investigates Religious 
Calling. Most recently, she translated Fleur Jaeggy’s These Possible Lives. She teaches 
in the creative writing department at Fairleigh Dickinson University and is the  
editor in chief of The Literary Review.

“ Landslide is  

that rare book  

that somehow  

succeeds in  

being both  

knowing and 

open-hearted . . .  

A swift, com-

pelling read.”  

—Adam Haslett, author 

of Imagine Me Gone

MINNA ZALLMAN PROCTOR

True Stories

“ Minna Proctor’s voice recalls Vivian Gornick and Rachel 
Cusk. I know of no one writing more bravely and acutely 
about the intricate bonds of family, and the ways that  
we wound and heal the ones closest to us.”

—Emily Gould, author of Friendship

SEPTEMBER
$16.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
Rights: NA

ESSAYS
9781936787616
160 pages
5.5” x 8.25”
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“ Landslide is candid, moving, and wholly original: The beauty of 
Proctor’s prose is matched by the depth of her insights into life and 
literature, love and loss.”

—Rosie Schaap, author of Drinking with Men: A Memoir
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SIMEON MARSALIS

AS LIE IS TO GRIN

David, the narrator of Simeon 
Marsalis’s singular first novel, is a 
freshman at the University of Ver-
mont who is struggling to define 
himself against the white backdrop 
of his school. He is also mourning 
the loss of his New York girlfriend, 
Melody, whose grandfather’s alma 
mater he has chosen to attend. 
When David met Melody, he told 
her he lived with his drug-addicted 
single mother in Harlem, a more 
intriguing story than his own. This 
lie haunts and almost unhinges him 
as he attempts to find his true voice 
and identity.

On campus in Vermont, David  
imagines encounters with a stu-
dent from the past who might 
represent either Melody’s grand-
father or Jean Toomer, the author 
of the acclaimed Harlem Renais-
sance novel Cane (1923). He becomes 
obsessed with the varieties of  
American architecture “upon land 

that was stolen,” and with the university’s past and attitudes 
as recorded in its newspaper, The Cynic. And he is frustrated 
with the way the Internet and libraries are curated, making it 
difficult to find the information he needs to make connections 
between the university’s history, African American history,  
and his own life.

In New York, the previous year, Melody confides a shock- 
ing secret about her grandfather’s student days at the  
University of Vermont. When she and her father collude with 
the intent to meet David’s mother in Harlem—craving what 
they consider an authentic experience of the black world—their 
plan ends explosively. The title of this impressive and emo-
tionally powerful novel is inspired by Paul Laurence Dunbar’s  
poem “We Wear the Mask” (1896): “We wear the mask that 
grins and lies . . .” 

SIMEON MARSALIS was born in 1990 and graduated from the University of 
Vermont in 2013. He has lived in New York, New Hampshire, and New Orleans.  
As Lie Is to Grin is his first book.

A Novel

OCTOBER
$16.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
UK, Translation,  
Audio, and First Serial 
Rights available

FICTION
9781936787593
160 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

“ A portrait of a  

young man’s  

unraveling, a  

depiction of how 

race shapes and  

deforms us, a  

coming-of-age  

story that is also  

a confrontation 

with American  

history and  

amnesia. The  

book achieves  

more in its brief 

span than most 

books do at  

three times  

the length.” 
—Zachary Lazar,  

author of I Pity the  

Poor Immigrant
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RESERVOIR 13

Midwinter in an English village. 
A teenage girl has gone missing. 
Everyone is called upon to join 
the search. The villagers fan out 
across the moors as the police set 
up roadblocks and a crowd of news  
reporters descends on what is usu-
ally a place of peace. Meanwhile, 
there is work that must still be done: 
cows milked, fences repaired, stone 
cut, pints poured, beds made, ser-

mons written, a pantomime rehearsed. 
As the seasons unfold and the search for the missing girl 

goes on, there are those who leave the village and those who 
are pulled back; those who come together and those who break 
apart. There are births and deaths; secrets kept and exposed; 
livelihoods made and lost; small kindnesses and unanticipated 
betrayals. An extraordinary novel of cumulative power and 
grace, Reservoir 13 explores the rhythms of the natural world 
and the repeated human gift for violence, unfolding over thir-
teen years as the aftershocks of a tragedy refuse to subside.

JON McGREGOR is the author of four novels and a story collection. He is the winner of 
the IMPAC Dublin Literature Prize, Betty Trask Prize, and Somerset Maugham Award, 
and has twice been long-listed for the Man Booker Prize. He is Professor of Creative 
Writing at the University of Nottingham, England, where he edits The Letters Page, a 
literary journal in letters.

A Novel

“ A new novel from the absurdly gifted Jon McGregor, 
seven years after the IMPAC-winning Even the Dogs, 
Reservoir 13 is haunting and heartbreaking, the tale 
of a disappearance and its aftermath—his best yet.” 

—The Guardian

“ Absolutely magnificent.” 
—Eimear McBride, Baileys Prize–winning author of 

A Girl Is a Half-formed Thing

“ Reservoir 13 is a masterfully paced and grippingly 
controlled read that finds the shadows, the 
wildness, in the ordinary heart of a community.”

—Colin Barrett, Rooney Prize–winning author of 
Young Skins

NOVEMBER
$16.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
Rights: US
Audio Rights Available

FICTION
9781936787708
336 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

“ If you don’t yet 

know you should 

read novels by  

Jon McGregor,  

then I can’t  

help you.”  

—Evie Wyld, author of  

All the Birds, Singing

“ Making clarity gleam with poetry, McGregor again hauntingly 
highlights the remarkable in the everyday.” 

—The Sunday Times (UK) 

“ Reservoir 13 is quite extraordinary—the way it’s structured, the way 
it rolls, the skill with which Jon McGregor lets the characters breathe 
and age. It’s like watching more than a decade of living from a slow-
moving train.”  

 —Roddy Doyle, Man Booker Prize–winning author of  
Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha

JON McGREGOR
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THE RUNAWAY 
SPECIES

The Runaway Species is a deep-
dive into the creative mind, a  
celebration of the human spirit, 
and a vision of how humanity 
can improve our future by un-
derstanding and embracing our  
ability to innovate. David Eagle-
man and Anthony Brandt rifle 

through the inventions of human society like paleontologists 
ransacking the fossil record. Exploring examples from Apollo 
13 to Pablo Picasso, they seek to answer the question: what lies 
at the heart of humanity’s ability—and drive—to create? 

If you took a snapshot of any animal species’ behavior, 
from apes to barnacles, and contrasted it with the same spe-
cies 10,000 years ago, they’d all be carrying on pretty much 
as usual (and if they aren’t, it’s likely due to human influ-
ence). Humanity, on the other hand, would be nearly unrecog-
nizable. Above all else, our drive to create is what makes us 
unique among all living things. Yet where does all this cre-
ation, innovation, and change come from? Why us? And if we 
better understand this “cognitive software,” can we harness 
it more responsibly to improve our lives, schools, businesses, 
and institutions? Eagleman and Brandt examine hundreds of 
examples of human creativity through dramatic storytelling 
and stunning images in this beautiful, full-color volume. By 
drawing out what creative acts have in common and viewing 
them through the lens of cutting-edge neuroscience, they un-
cover the essential elements of this critical human ability, and 
encourage a more creative future for all of us.

www.eagleman.com

davideagleman

How Human Creativity 
Remakes Our World

NOVEMBER
$28.00
Hardcover
Ebook Available
Rights: NA
Audio Rights  
Available 

POPULAR SCIENCE
9781936787524
200 pages
6” x 9”
Full color  
throughout

The new book  

coauthored by  

the New York  

Times bestselling 

author of Incognito 

and Sum 

ANTHONY BR ANDT is a composer and professor 
at Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music. He is also 
artistic director of the contemporary music ensem-
ble Musiqa, winner of two Adventurous Programming 
Awards from Chamber Music America and ASCAP. 
Brandt has received a Koussevitzky Commission from 
the Library of Congress and grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Meet-the-Composer, and the 
Houston Arts Alliance. He has coauthored papers on 
music cognition published in the journals Frontiers and 
Brain Connectivity. Brandt has written two chamber 
operas and works for orchestra, chamber ensembles, 

dance, theater, film, 
television, and sound 
and art installations. 
He currently lives in 
Houston with his wife 
and children.

www.anthonybrandt.net

DAVID EAGLEMAN is a neuroscientist and the New York 
Times bestselling author of Incognito: The Secret Lives of 
the Brain and Sum. He is the writer and host of the Emmy-
nominated PBS television series The Brain. Eagleman is an 
adjunct professor at Stanford University, a Guggenheim 
fellow, and the director of the Center for Science and Law. 
He has written for The New 
York Times, Discover Magazine, 
The Atlantic, Slate, Wired, and 
many other publications, 
and he appears regularly on 
National Public Radio and 
BBC.

ANTHONY BRANDT AND DAVID EAGLEMAN

Author photograph by Mark Clark© 
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ELIZABETH HAIDLE is a freelance artist  
based in Portland, Oregon. She is the creative di-
rector and regular contrib-
utor at Illustoria magazine, 
while writing and illus-
trating a nonfiction graphic 
novel series and raising her 
teenage son. 

I, PARROT

When Daphne loses 
custody of her son, she 
is willing to do what-
ever it takes to get him 
back—even if it means 
enlisting the help of 
the wayward love of 

her life, a trio of housepainters, a flock of passen-
ger pigeons, a landlady from hell, a supersize bag 
of mite-killing powder, and more parrots than she 
knows what to do with. 

I, Parrot, by acclaimed author Deb Olin Unferth 
with stunning illustrations by Elizabeth Haidle, dips 
into the surreal with poignancy and humor. In this 
riveting, funny, and tragic graphic novel, Daphne 
must risk everything. Her quest is ultimately a tale 
about civilization’s decline, the heartbreak of ex-
tinction, and the redemption found in individual 
revolution.

www.ehaidle.com

“ A deftly observed, sad, and ultimately hopeful fable 
about civilization, wildness, and love.” 

—Molly Crabapple, author of Drawing Blood

NOVEMBER
$18.95
Trade Paper Original
Ebook Available
UK, Translation, and 
First Serial Rights 
Available 

GRAPHIC NOVEL
9781936787654
160 pages
8” x 10”

BLACK BALLOON IMPRINT

“ Lovingly crafted . . .  

At once complex  

and weightless.”   

—Roman Muradov,  

author of Lost and Found

ehaidle

DEB OLIN UNFERTH is the author of four 
books, including Wait Till You See Me Dance and 

Revolution, a finalist 
for the National Book 
Critics Circle Award. 
Her fiction has ap-
peared in Harper’s 
Magazine, The Paris 
Review, Granta, and 
Tin House. She lives in 
Austin, Texas.

TEXT BY DEB OLIN UNFERTH
ART BY ELIZABETH HAIDLE
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PADGETT POWELL is the author of six novels, including The Interrogative Mood 
and Edisto, which was a finalist for the National Book Award, and three collections 
of stories. His writing has appeared in The New Yorker, Harper’s Magazine, and The 
Paris Review, as well as in The Best American Short Stories and The Best American 
Sports Writing. He has received a Whiting Award, the Rome Fellowship in Literature 
from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, and the James Tait Black Memorial 
Prize. Powell lives in Gainesville, Florida. 

EDISTO

Padgett Powell’s first novel (1984) 
is about coming of age on Edisto, 
an undeveloped strip of coast be-
tween Savannah and Charleston, a 
“named but never discovered place 
in the South.”

Simons Manigault (“You say it 
‘Simmons.’ I’m a rare one-m Si-
mons”) lives with his mother, an 
eccentric professor known locally 
as the Duchess, who is convinced 
her twelve-year-old son can be-
come a writer of genius. She has 

immersed Simons in the literary classics since birth and 
has given him free rein to gather material in such spots as a 
nightclub called Marvin’s R.O. Sweet Shop and Baby Grand.

At the center of Simons’s life on Edisto is an enigmatic 
character who tutors the boy in the art of watching the world 
without presumption. “Taurus,” as he is dubbed by Simons, 
acts as a father surrogate as well, taking his precocious 
young charge in stride. He leads him to, among other discov-
eries, his first prizefight, date, and hangover. 

The way Simons sees the world will change radically when 
he leaves his ad-lib life among the denizens of Edisto for the 
private schools and tennis tournaments of Hilton Head, 
South Carolina—the territory of his father, “The Progenitor.” 
Using the combination of a child’s run-on phrasing and the 
vigorous prose and deft comic touches of a writer who is sure 
of every step, Padgett Powell established himself as a vivid 
new American writer. 

“ This is the  

funniest damn  

book, and so  

adroit (‘the Boy  

Act,’ is it?), and  

so serious, so  

full of unforced 

heart.” 

—Roy Blount Jr.,  

from the foreword

PADGETT POWELL

A Novel

“ Rereading Edisto fifteen to twenty years later, I reacted 
exactly the same way: caught in the headlights and 
grateful for not being run over. Line for line, the best 
first novel I’ve ever read.”

 —Pete Dexter

“ Walker Percy is quoted on the novel’s dust jacket as 
saying that it ‘reminds one of The Catcher in the Rye, but 
it’s better—sharper, funnier, more poignant.’ For once, a 
dust jacket is right.”

—Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post Book World

RELATED TITLES
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$16.95
Trade Paper Reissue 
Ebook Available
Rights: NA
Audio Rights Available

• Cries for Help: Various Stories by Padgett Powell
   9781936787319  |  $16.95

FICTION
9781936787722
200 pages
5.5” x 8.25”

National 
Book 

Award 
Finalist

With a new foreword by Roy Blount Jr.

“ Edisto is distinctly a tour de force. . . . Some turn of phrase, some 
flash of humor, some freshly observed detail, some accurately 
rendered perception of a child’s pain or a child’s amazement 
transfigures nearly every page.”

 —Robert Towers, The New York Review of Books

“ A remarkable book . . . There is not a line that simply slides 
by; each, in one way or another, turns things to a fresh and 
unexpected angle. There are splendid things said.”

 —Richard Eder, Los Angeles Times Book Review
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DIRT ROAD
A Novel by James Kelman

Fiction | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787500
$16.95 | 416 pages | Ebook Available

Short-listed for the Saltire Society Fiction  
Book of the Year Award 

“Kelman in the American South, with a  
zydeco lilt, proves irresistible—a thrilling return  

from one of our most essential novelists.”  
—Kevin Barry, author of Beatlebone

THE MIDDLEPAUSE: ON LIFE AFTER YOUTH
by Marina Benjamin

Memoir | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787340
$16.95 | 208 pages | Ebook Available

“In The Middlepause, Benjamin deftly and  
brilliantly examines the losses and unexpected  

gains she experienced in menopause. Menopause  
is a mind and body shift as monumental and  

universal as puberty, yet far less often discussed,  
especially in public, which is what makes Benjamin’s 

work here so urgently necessary.”
—Kate Tuttle, Los Angeles Times

LARGE ANIMALS
Stories by Jess Arndt

Fiction | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787487
$15.95 | 144 pages | Ebook Available

“A deeply transgressive, riveting shot out  
of the gate. Arndt is one to watch.” 

—Kirkus Reviews 

“Wildly original, even as it joins in with the classics of 
loaded, outlaw literature . . . This is an electric debut.” 

—Maggie Nelson, author of The Argonauts

AM I ALONE HERE? 
NOTES ON LIVING TO READ AND  

READING TO LIVE
by Peter Orner

Essays | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787258
$16.95 | 336 pages | Ebook Available

A November 2016 Indie Next List Selection

“Orner has excellent taste: The subjects of his  
rhapsodic appreciations range from Eudora Welty  

to Lyonel Trouillot, and his love for the written  
word is palpable.” —The Washington Post
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FLYING COUCH
A Graphic Memoir by Amy Kurzweil

Memoir | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787289
$18.95 | 288 pages | Ebook Available

A YALSA 2017 Great Graphic Novels for Teens selection

A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice and  
2016 Best Graphic Novel selection

A Kirkus Reviews Best of 2016 Selection

“A debut that enriches and extends the potential of 
graphic narrative.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

MARGARET THE FIRST 
A Novel by Danielle Dutton

Fiction | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787357
$15.95 | 176 pages | Ebook and Audio Book Available

“Vividly imaginative.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“This slender but dense imagining of the life of  
Margaret Cavendish, a pioneering 17th-century writer and 

wife of the aristocrat William Cavendish, could be  
classified as a more elliptical cousin of Hilary Mantel’s 

Thomas Cromwell novels.”  
—John Williams, The New York Times

NINE ISLAND
A Novel by Jane Alison

Fiction | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787128
$16.95 | 224 pages | Ebook Available

One of Publishers Weekly’s Best Books of 2016 in Fiction 

“Nine Island testifies to the fragility of a life that can 
vanish from sight, and to the sturdiness of one that 

maintains the capacity for change.”  
—Alix Ohlin, The New York Times Book Review

MRS. ENGELS
A Novel by Gavin McCrea

Fiction | Trade Paper Original | 9781936787296
$16.95 | 400 pages | Ebook and Audio Book Available

Short-listed for the 2016 Walter Scott Prize for  
Historical Fiction

Short-listed for the 2016 Desmond Elliott Prize

“Impressive. . . . A memorable portrait of a woman look-
ing for a cause of her own, distinct from the one made 

famous by her husband.” —The Wall Street Journal
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ISN’T IT TIME YOU 
TOOK YOUR DESIRE 
TO WRITE SERIOUSLY?

Mary Gaitskill, A. O. Scott, Mitchell S. Jackson,  
Rufi Thorpe,  James Hannaham, Alexandra 
Kleeman, Mira Jacob, Porochista Khakpour, 
Garrard Conley, Nicole Dennis-Benn, Alex 
Mar, Rebecca Schiff, Tony Tulathimutte,  

Julia Pierpont, Angela Flournoy, Kathleen Alcott, Tanwi Nandini Islam, Emily Gould,  
Leigh Stein, Chloe Caldwell, Jade Sharma, Justin Taylor, Anna Noyes, Shelly Oria, Kristen  
Radtke, Molly Prentiss, Sarah Gerard, Rachel Khong, Idra Novey, Kaitlyn Greenidge,  
Peter Orner, Elissa Bassist, J. Robert Lennon, Sara Nović, Ashley C. Ford, Daniel José  
Older, Kristopher Jansma, Adam Wilson, Ryan Britt, Jennifer Gilmore, Rachel Syme,  
Alana Massey, Scott Cheshire, Laura van den Berg, and more.

W
hen Catapult’s writing program 
was little more than an idea, we 
dreamed of creating a kind of 

MFA program without barriers; a space 
equally devoted to rigorous critique and 
generative play, a program that would 
unite emerging writers with established 
mentors and demystify the process of get-
ting published. We wanted to build a se-
ries of classes that would help writers find 
and hone their voices, and might also in-
troduce them to some lifelong friends. 

At Catapult, study with  

some of the biggest names  

in contemporary literature. 

VISIT: www.catapult.co/classes

BOOTCAMPS START AT $75.

NOT IN NYC? ONLINE COURSES START AT $199.

A
t Catapult, we believe in commu-
nity and mentorship, thorough 
feedback and revision. Our af-

fordable, day-job-friendly classes are 
led by writers and publishing profes-
sionals at the center of literary culture. 
We offer a variety of six-week fiction and 
nonfiction workshops in addition to day-
long master classes and intensives, and 
our classes meet online or in-person  
in NYC. 

“ The best place to meet your literary heroes and get better at  
writing, too.”         —The Village Voice 
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