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The Book of Galatians – Part 21– The Fruit of the 

Spirit, Part 5 

We have another day and another opportunity to get 

things right. We have another opportunity to get things 

right with the Almighty and to get things right with each 

other, but more importantly is to get things right with 

ourselves. 

Probably the most amazing thing that has happened to 

me is coming to the realization of being honest with 

myself. I went through a lot of life trying to please other 

people. In the process of trying to please other people, I 

said things that weren’t necessarily true. The reason why I 

think that we lie is because we want to present ourselves in 

a certain light to other people. We want people to see us a 

certain way. 

Because we want people to see us a certain way, there 

is a tendency to display an image that may not necessarily 

be who we are. The challenge with that is that we feel that 

if people saw us as we really are; they may not like us.  

I remember when I was young. Folks would try to 

impress one another. The boys tried to impress the girls. 

The girls tried to impress the boys. You want to put your 

best face forward; your best foot forward. You want to be 

seen in your best light so they will hopefully buy the image 

you are trying to sell.  

Once they buy the image that you have sold, at some 

point the image changed; because the real you showed up. 

Now all of a sudden the person that they thought you were, 

isn’t the person who you really are. Your worst fear comes 

to pass. So what do we do? We put on a facade. 

When we come to the realization that we are who we 

are – as Popeye the sailor used to say: 

“I am what I am.” 

You come to a point where you say: 
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“What you see is what you get.” 

That’s the place that we should have been all along.  

“What you see is what you get.” 

I’ve watched people. As they get older, they come to a 

place where they don’t necessarily care about what other 

people think about them. It is unfortunate that we have to 

go through life in order to get to that point. Once we get up 

in age, we really don’t care. Either you are going to like 

me, or you are not going to like me. At some point honesty 

and sometimes brutal honesty sets in. 

You start telling people what you think. You start 

sharing with people what you feel whether they like it or 

not. It is not as much of a concern as it was when you were 

younger. The point I’m trying to make with this is that for 

me, I have come to that place where I can actually begin to 

be honest with myself and like myself for who I am.  

Those to whom I present the real me are either going to 

like me for whom I am, or not. It is those people with 

whom I can develop a relationship. They see me as I am 

and therefore there is nothing really to change other than 

the things that Father is saying to me: 

“You need to work on this. You need to 
change this. You need to do something 
about this because these particular areas 
about you are not necessarily pleasing in 
My sight.” 

There are things that we can do in the earth that other 

people don’t mind. But there are some things that when it 

comes down to Him, He is saying: 

“Listen. That part about you; that area 
about you, we need to work on that.” 
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At some point we come to the place where we are not 

just representing our family name on a natural level. We’re 

not just representing ourselves. We represent Him. When 

we start representing Him, He’s very, very concerned about 

how He is represented. 

He doesn’t want to be misrepresented. When we 

become born again believers, followers of the Messiah, 

children of the Most High, then there is a serious transition 

that supernaturally takes place. We have to make that 

transition naturally. There is a supernatural aspect of it, but 

there is also a natural responsibility you and I must take in 

order to conform to His image and His likeness. We do this 

so that we can represent Him in a way where we stand 

before Him and give an account as to how we represented 

Him and He can say: 

“I’m well pleased.” 

Now, understand something. Father loves you as you 

are. That’s not the issue. That’s not the question. The issue 

is there because of His love for us and because of the 

responsibility that He wants to give us to represent Him. He 

is saying: 

“Listen. I’m in this thing with you. Let’s 
work on some things. Let’s work on some 
issues.” 

Now you begin to represent your Father who is in 

Heaven in a manner that is pleasing to Him. Therefore it is 

important for us to conform to that image and to that 

likeness. 

What we’ve been doing over the last 21 weeks is 

working through the Book of Galatians. These last 7 weeks 

we have been dealing with the works of the flesh. 

Galatians 5 evolved into the works of the flesh and the fruit 

of the Spirit. Last week we were able to get to the last fruit; 

which was temperance. We’re going to pick up where we 
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left off on that particular fruit, but Paul does a double take 

on us and actually takes us back to the flesh. 

What I’m finding and what I believe you have seen as 

we have been presenting this teaching on Paul, and the way 

I think that Paul intended for it to be taught, is that we 

realize that Paul does not advocate against the Law of God. 

What he does is advocate against the law of the 

Pharisees and the law of the Sadducees and all of the 

laws that are manmade that hinder or get in the way of 

YeHoVaH’s Law. 

It is important for us as we have been talking about the 

Book of Galatians. You can’t just pull a verse or two out of 

Galatians or Colossians and build a doctrine like many 

have done in Christendom. Cutting and pasting scripture 

does not get us where I believe that Father wants us to get. 

Therefore we have to take things that He gives us through 

His servants in the context in which He gave them; in order 

for us to fully understand. 

If we don’t fully understand, we can’t conform. It is 

unfortunate that too many in the religious world have 

conformed to denominationalism instead of conforming to 

the image and likeness of Messiah.  

You have people who are Baptists. You have people 

who are Methodists. You have people who are 

Pentecostals. They have conformed to the image of their 

denomination. As a result of conforming to that particular 

image, they have a very difficult time relating to other 

people who are supposedly part of the “household of God” 

and who have conformed to another denominational image. 

But when we begin to conform into the image of the 

Almighty in Messiah, then guess what? We all begin to be 

part of one body. We can love one another. We can 

encourage and build up each other. This is what Paul 

concludes with in Galatians 5 as he transitions into 

Galatians 6. This is what we’re going to be doing this 

morning. 
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In the last lesson we spent some time on the topic of 

temperance; which is self-control. That was the last of the 

fruits of the Spirit. Let’s read: 

Gal 5:22 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith,” 

Gal 5:23 – “Meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law.” 

Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” 

Gal 5:25 – “If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit.” 

Gal 5:26 – “Let us not be desirous of vain 
glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another.” 

As we noted in the list, the last of the fruit mentioned in 

Galatians 5 is temperance (“egkrateia”). As we look at this 

word temperance, we see that the Greek definition is 

basically self-control. It means self-control [as] (the virtue 

of one who masters his desires and passions, especially his 

sensual appetites). 

In the last lesson we went into some territory; some 

water. I realized that it seems that the kinds of teachings 

that Father has been pouring into us don’t necessarily build 

churches. It doesn’t necessarily build congregations. What 

it does do is build people. I know that the Bible says that 

He is coming for a “church.” No. He is coming for a 

people. 

When we think about “church,” what church has 

become for many in the West is a building at a certain 

address in a certain location in a certain city or town. It is 
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somewhere with a name that is affiliated with some 

denomination or a non-denominational group of people 

where they worship. Church has become the place where 

people worship. But how many of you know that 

YeHoVaH didn’t send Yeshua to build a building? He sent 

him to build His community; His people, whom we are. 

Halleluyah. His focus (which really should be our 

focus), is the building of one another. We are, as Peter put 

it, “lively stones.” As far as the building or the church or 

the ekkleesia or the called-out ones, or the cornea (however 

you want to put it) is concerned; the Bible lets us know that 

He is not building a building that is brick and mortar, as 

much as he is building people who are identified by Peter 

as “lively stones.” Our job is not to be stoney. 

We spent a considerable amount of time on temperance. 

I want to conclude with this particular proverb. 

Pr 25:28 – “He that hath no rule over his 
own spirit is like a city that is broken down, 
and without walls.” 

As I was part of Pentecostalism and part of Prophetic 

and Apostolic-type ministries – when I’m talking about 

Apostolic, I’m not talking about the denomination as much 

as I am talking about people who believe in the apostles. 

They believe that apostles are still relevant today. 

Oftentimes the thing that you will see are people who 

when the Spirit comes upon them, are uncontrollable. I’m 

going to tell you that that flies in the face of scripture. The 

Holy Spirit does not take control of anyone. We have to 

yield control.  

Then even so, we know that our spirit is always subject 

to us. The Spirit is not going to make you say anything. The 

Spirit is not going to make you do anything. If that was the 

case, you would not be able to resist the Spirit. You 

certainly wouldn’t be able to grieve the Spirit, because the 
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Spirit would take over you and make you do whatever the 

Spirit wants you to do. That’s not what the Spirit does. 

The devil might do that because he comes to steal, to 

kill and to destroy. He’s the one who forces entry. He’s the 

one who wants to take over; to usurp your authority. But he 

can’t usurp.  

No one can usurp your authority unless you give them 

your authority. We have a tendency if we are not careful, to 

give our authority away by lack of use. We have been given 

authority. Yeshua says that we have been given so much 

authority, that even Satan himself has been put under our 

feet. Imagine walking in that kind of authority where the 

devil is always subject to you. If the devil is subject to you, 

how can he make you do anything? People say: 

“The devil made me do it.” 

The only way that the devil can make you do something 

is that you belong to the devil.  

Galatians 5:23, let’s look at it. 

Gal 5:23 – “Meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law.” 

What he is saying here is that there is no law against 

these things; or no law that is contrary to these things as it 

relates to the fruit of the Spirit. When the Spirit is in us 

and with us, the Spirit is here to help us and to enable 

us to live YeHoVaH’s Law. 

Paul makes it very, very clear. We are going to see that 

Paul speaks about these things in practically all of his 

writings. But when we cut and paste certain verses out of 

the context of what Paul wrote, then it is called in 

theological terms, eisegesis. This means to read into the 

Bible, something that is not really there.  

Have you ever had people say that “you said,” but you 

didn’t say? Have you ever had people who try to put words 

into your mouth; even when they are talking to you? 
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It’s amazing. As I’m talking to people, there are non-

verbal types of communications. When people are speaking 

(if you are not careful), you will literally come underneath 

a particular spirit. People will be talking to you and they 

will be saying: 

“Right? Right?” 

Have you ever had that happen to you? 

“Right?” 

And you say: 

“No!” 

Sometimes you have to shake yourself. Some people’s 

spirits are so strong. Paul says these words in 1 Corinthians 

15: 

“Evil communications corrupts good 
character.” 

He’s not writing that to children; although they were 

adults that he had identified as “babes.” You will find that 

when Paul writes to the people in 1 Corinthians – it is 

actually his second letter, although it is called “first” 

Corinthians, but we won’t go there. As he said in  

1 Corinthians: 

“In the letter that I wrote to you before not 
to keep company with them who are 
fornicators...” 

“Right?” 

(Laughter) 

“In my former letter brothers...” 

Well, we don’t have that letter, so 1 Corinthians is 

actually 2 Corinthians [but it is] called 1 Corinthians. 

Anyway what he said is: 



9 

 

“When I came to you, I had to write to you 
as carnal; as babes. Even now I am speaking 
to you as babes because you are carnal in 
your thinking...” 

That is what he was writing to them. It was like: 

“Look, the way that I know that you are 
carnal is because of your behavior.” 

Carnality manifests itself in people’s behavior. Think 

about it, ladies and gentlemen. Every one of us has had 

natural discernments. We have told people that they are 

acting like children and that they need to grow up.  

“You need to act your age, not your shoe 
size.” 

We’ve said things to people because we’ve discerned. 

We’ve judged their actions and their behavior is not like a 

mature person. We even use terms such as “bratty” or 

acting like a brat; a spoiled brat. There are levels of brat 

hood that we have a tendency to associate with people. 

That is because we are discerning them and we are 

referring to them or communicating to them based upon the 

actions that they are displaying to us. Paul here is writing. 

He says: 

“When it comes down to the things of the 
Spirit, you must understand that everything 
that we have was given to us by YeHoVaH 
who is Spirit.” 

YeHoVaH is Spirit. The Law was given by Spirit. 

When Moses went up into the mount to receive the 

commands, he didn’t sit and talk to a man. There was no 

man. He wasn’t a scribe to a prophet. He wasn’t receiving 

the oracles that he wrote from another man, like the scribes 

of the prophets of old who wrote down what the prophets 



10 

 

said. Moses was in the very presence of the Almighty; 

whom he could not see. Why? That’s because He is Spirit.  

The words that we know to be Torah were given to a 

man by the Spirit; which is YeHoVaH. Yeshua puts it 

down this way in John 4 as he is talking to the Samaritan 

woman:  

“God is Spirit.” 

It’s plain and simple, ladies and gentlemen. He is Spirit. 

That’s why you can’t see Him. Now, people get glimpses 

of him, just like Moses got glimpses of Him. But you can’t 

see Spirit because Spirit is not visible to the natural eye. 

The only way that you can see spiritual things is if you see 

through spiritual eyes. Some people can see. 

If our eyes were open to the point where we could see 

the spirit realm as it is, it would probably scare half of us in 

this room. But there is spiritual activity going on all over 

the place all of the time and all around us. Sometimes you 

can feel it. Sometimes you can sense it. 

I remember when I was a child. We used to say stuff. 

“They give me the heebie-jeebies.” 

Have you ever had the “heebie-jeebies”? (Laughter) We 

start making up words to identify that feeling. It’s like: 

“Eww. I don’t know what it is...” 

But it feels like the heebie-jeebies. You’ve felt things. 

You’ve sensed things.  

“I don’t know what it is. I can’t put my 
finger on it right now, but one thing I do 
know. It doesn’t feel right.” 

You’ve sensed these things. He says: 
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Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s 
[Messiah’s] have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts.” 

What we’re going to do is to look at these last few 

verses.  

Gal 5:25 – “If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit” 

Gal 5:26 – “Let us not be desirous of vain 
glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another.” 

I will recite these probably two or three times before we 

are done with this teaching today.  

There is no Law that is contrary against the fruit of 

the Spirit because the Law was given by the Spirit. 
When the Spirit is in us, the fruit of the Spirit will 

manifest. When the Spirit is in the midst of us, then the 

fruit and the power of the Spirit is going to manifest. When 

the Spirit is moving in the midst of us, you are going to see 

the moving of the Spirit in the midst of us by the 

manifestation of the Spirit.  

This is what Paul writes about in 1 Corinthians 12. He 

talks about these gifts or manifestations that take place 

when the Spirit is at work in the midst of the people. There 

is healing and there are miracles and there are tongues and 

interpretations and faith and all kinds of miraculous work 

that is going on in the midst of us. This is the result of the 

Spirit dwelling in the midst of us. The result of the Spirit 

dwelling in us is the fruit of the Spirit. 

After Paul lays out the fruit of the Spirit, he again 

focuses on the flesh. We spent some time (a lesson or two) 

on the works of the flesh. We laid those out because what 

we find is that we can say things in a congregational setting 

that goes right over people’s heads. 
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I was amazed at how this works. I have seen a pastor in 

the churches that I’ve come out of, who is preaching on 

things that are rampant in the environment that they are 

preaching in. It is something when you are preaching that 

homosexuality is against YeHoVaH and the choir director 

is a homosexual! 

I mean, that doesn’t add up. How can a teaching be 

preached on something that shouldn’t be, while at the time, 

it is operational? I will tell how that can happen. That’s not 

Spirit-filled teaching. You see, there is a difference 

between teaching and Spirit-filled teaching.  

You can go to college. You can go to university. You 

can go to tech school. You can go to elementary school. 

You can put yourself in an environment of academia and 

you will get much teaching, but this is not Spirit-filled 

teaching. It’s knowledge. It’s information.  

When the anointing of YeHoVaH is upon a teaching, 

that anointing is going to cause change. Anointings destroy 

yokes of bondage. The presence of the Almighty cannot 

come into a place where there is bondage without freedom 

manifesting. Yeshua came to set the captives free. He did 

not go into an environment where the environment was the 

same when he left. 

When the teaching; when the true gospel is preached in 

an environment, it is going to cause some change. It will 

make you feel a little wiggly. You are going to start 

jiggling. You are going to start moving in your seat because 

conviction is going to cause a discomfort in the person who 

is operating contrary to what the Spirit is supposed to 

manifest. This is why people can’t take and can’t hang out 

in Spirit-filled environments too long if they are not ready 

and willing to live right. 

For too long people have compromised Spirit-filled 

living for the sake of numbers. They are more concerned 

about building a congregation; about gathering people. 

They are putting together programs that are going to draw 
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people from other places. Then they talk about how they 

are the fastest growing church in the city. But in actuality, 

you are not growing. People are just migrating. There were 

the same amount of believers in the city, but they’ve left 

that place and came to your place because you are offering 

them something that the other place doesn’t offer. 

I remember when we were in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

They started bringing in youth ministry. With the youth 

ministry came the basketball courts and the video games 

and the blow up bounce houses. The children who go to 

youth ministry are not learning about the Bible as much as 

they are having fun. 

The fastest growing churches where I came from were 

the ones that built these youth centers. It’s amazing. Parents 

who are going to one church, drop their children off at this 

church and then go to their [own] church!   

It became about having fun. The youth want to have 

fun. Then the women want to have fun. Then the men want 

to have fun. Church has become one big old party. I’m 

going to tell you. It should be a party, but we should be 

partying in His presence. That’s the way He wants us. 

So Paul lays out this fruit of the Spirit. He talks about 

the works of the flesh. Then he goes back after laying out 

the fruit of the Spirit and begins to talk about the 

importance of putting the flesh to death. That’s what he is 

saying here in Galatians 5:24.  

As I was looking at this one verse, I thought about it. 

This is why I started having second thoughts about getting 

to the end of this chapter today, because there are several 

sermons here with just this one verse. I’m looking at it. As I 

start digging into it, the first thing I see is that (and of 

course as you know) the apostrophe “s” associated with a 

particular word gives the indication of belonging. 

So he is saying that if you belong to Messiah; if you are 

Christ’s. It is saying “if you belong to Messiah.” 

Understand this. I would say this specifically to churches. 
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If you are Christ’s, what you have done is you have 

crucified the flesh. You don’t hear this particular verse 

taken and used to come against the Law.  

Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh...” 

Just to make sure that we are talking about the same 

flesh, it’s: 

“...with the affections and lusts.” 

The biggest challenge that I have found among people 

are the issues of affections and lusts. What’s running 

rampant in our nation and in the nations of the world is 

inordinate affection. It is people who are having desires; 

who are lusting after people who are of the same sex.  

I was reading. I can’t recall the word I was reading, but 

recently a new word [came up]. This is not a new word. It 

is an old word that has been dormant. A person by the 

name of Miley Cyrus said that she was this [type of] 

person. 

You have lesbians, you have gays. You have bisexuals 

and you have transgenders. Then you have the queers – 

LGBTQ. There is another sexual disorder; where this 

person can get with all of them. They have absolutely no 

preference.  

When you have lesbians, lesbians usually like women, 

period. Gays usually like gays, period. They aren’t going 

both ways. The bisexual goes both ways. The transgender 

can go either way. The queers – I don’t even know. They 

used to just call gay people “queer,” but now they have a 

term that defined says: 

“I can get with all of them, and...so 
whichever the way the wind blows is cool 
with me.” 
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This is where our world is, ladies and gentlemen and 

this spirit is in churches. It is not only in churches, it’s in 

Jewish synagogues. It’s in Messianic Jewish synagogues. 

It’s in Messianic communities. Why? It’s because it’s in 

our houses. It’s in our houses! It’s in our neighborhoods. 

It’s in our schools. It’s in our government. And do you 

think it’s going to get better? I’m telling you that it’s not. 

Persecution is coming for those who stand for 

righteousness. It’s coming and you’re not going to be able 

to get away from it. The only way that you are going to be 

able to avoid persecution is that you become that person in 

the spirit realm.  

“Well, I can just go either way. Whatever.” 

You don’t bother anybody. 

“Just love brother. Just love everybody.” 

Well, you can love everybody without compromising 

who you are. When you start compromising who you are, 

you are confused.  

Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Messiah’s” 

Those who belong to Messiah... 

“...have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts.” 

Let’s look at this. This word as I said “Christ’s,” means 

to belong to Messiah. To belong to Messiah means that 

you take on his nature. Any man who is unwilling to 

circumcise his flesh is certainly not willing to crucify it. 

Think about this. You have people who are arguing: 

“Brother, that’s under the law. We don’t 
have to circumcise.” 

Okay. I’m going to tell you something, ladies and 

gentlemen. Listen to me. Circumcising your flesh is a lot 
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easier than circumcising your heart. With the circumcision 

of the flesh, it’s a done deal. Once it is cut, it heals. It’s 

done. Circumcising the heart is a life-long work. You are 

continually cutting away. Now the question is, what are 

you cutting away? What are you cutting away? In order to 

circumcise your heart, now you have to cut something 

away. You just have to identify what you are cutting away. 

This is how people can just use words and throw words 

around. They don’t have any idea of what they are saying. 

They have taught themselves to lie. They just say stuff. 

“Well brother, all you have to do is to just 
love God and love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

“Okay, explain to me how you do that. How 
do you love God?” 

Yeshua said: 

“If you love me, keep my... 
commandments.” 

So can you love Him without keeping His 

commandments? You can say that you can, but that doesn’t 

line up with the word of YeHoVaH. It may line up with 

your denomination. Your denomination may say: 

“All you have to do brother is to love the 
Lord with all of your heart.” 

“And how do you do that?” 

“Well...” 

“Give me an example of what that looks 
like.” 

John says that if you say you love God and you don’t 

keep His commandments, somebody is lying. It’s like liar, 

liar, pants on fire! It is going to be more than your pants [on 
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fire] because liars won’t inherit the kingdom. How can you 

say that you love God but you don’t keep His 

commandments? John says that you can’t do that, ladies 

and gentlemen. But if I don’t look at John; I just listen to 

the preacher who likes preaching certain verses out of Paul 

and certain words out of the gospel. You hear the same 

sermons remixed every week, every year. This culminates 

in a “come to Jesus” meeting.  

“Give your heart to Jesus and get saved. 
Welcome to the club.” 

People want to give eloquent theological dissertations 

that minister to the brain, to the head, to the upper part. 

They never permeate the heart. 

You see, this walk is where there is a circumcision of 

the heart. I’m not talking about the physical. I’m talking 

about the inward man. The inward man is now the new man 

that is now trying to make a place in the old man. You see, 

before the new man comes, there is an old man who has 

been squatting. 

I don’t know if you have ever had to deal with 

squatters, but possession is nine tenths of the law. It’s 

something when you own a house and you go on vacation. 

While you were on vacation, somebody else decided to get 

their mail transferred to your house; to your address. They 

decide to live in your house. You come home and there is 

somebody in your house. You call the police. They pull out 

their mail and say: 

“I live here.” 

Now you are either going to live with them – but let me 

tell you something. This is one of the reasons why 

demolitions have taken place – because of squatters. 

Communities that were built up and that were never sold; 

when the crash and the economy went, and even 

foreclosure situations, people just moved right in and 
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started living in the house, just like it was theirs. Now a 

person has to go through a formal legal process to evict 

someone who never should have been there in the first 

place. 

If you’ve never had to deal with it, you don’t know 

what I’m talking about. This happens all of the time. That’s 

how the term “squatters” became known and popular. Let 

me tell you something. You have been squatting in that 

body.  

Now the new man; the authorized man (through the 

born again process) who has come to take up the dwelling 

in this physical body, has to deal with the squatter. You 

have to kick somebody out who doesn’t belong there; who 

has laid claim to you. The new man has to deal with the old 

man and there is a problem. There is some conflict. There 

is some inner turmoil. 

Any anyone who is unwilling to circumcise his flesh is 

certainly not willing to crucify it. Yeshua puts it this way – 

he is just making it simple. He says: 

Luke 9:22 – “Saying, The Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
slain, and be raised the third day.” 

Now imagine. The Son of God being rejected by the 

elders of the church or the synagogue. It seems that the 

officers of the congregation, the elders, the deacons and the 

pastors, are in the service of YeHoVaH. It seems that way. 

I remember when that reality that it was not so, came home 

to me. I caught myself going to a church meeting.  

I’m part of the congregation. I’ve come out of the 

world. I’m fully immersing myself in the congregation and 

I’m going to Sunday school. I’m going to the church 

service on Sunday after Sunday school. I’m going to the 

Bible study on Wednesday and the mid-week service. I’m 

fully engaging in the congregational life. Then I find out 
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there is a church meeting; and hey, I’m part of the church, 

so I’m going to the meeting. 

Man, I’ve never seen such things! When I left that 

church meeting, I vowed that I would never, ever go to 

another church meeting! Do you know why? It was because 

I saw the flesh of human beings who want to control stuff, 

manifest. Whether you know it or not, every one of us has 

control issues.  

It works like this: you don’t want to be controlled. How 

many of you like other people controlling you? You don’t 

want to be controlled! Think about it. You don’t want to be 

controlled and you’re not going to let anybody control you. 

Here it is that the Father is trying to control you and you 

have to yield to that control. It’s like: 

“Really?” 

The second thing is that you don’t want to be 

controlled, but you want to be in control. Whether we get 

this control issue or not (scripturally), you’re already 

operating in it. This is why when two people come 

together; the first thing they start doing is to start working 

on the other person.  

“Well, you know I like you, but you know 
there are some things I don’t like about 
you, and if we are going to make it; and 
especially if it comes to the place where 
we’re about to split here...” 

I ask people something. I say: 

“What has to happen in order for you all to 
kind of work this thing out?” 

Do you know that it is always the other person? There’s 

always this disclaimer: 
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“Now, I know I have my issues, but 
compared to [points to other person]...we 
won’t mention any names...I’m a saint.” 

And you ask the other person the same thing and they 

say: 

“Well, you know I have my issues. I’m not 
claiming to be perfect in this...but 
uh...[points to the other person].” 

It’s the other person. This happens all of the time. It’s 

because we don’t want to be controlled and yet we want to 

be in control. 

Yeshua said he had to suffer many things and be 

rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes. 

Luke 9:22 – “Saying, The Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 
slain, and be raised the third day.” 

I went to that church meeting and they were ready to – 

I’m seeing the chiefs; the head deacon and the pastor. It’s 

like one of those main heavyweight bouts or the main bout 

of the evening. Folks have been “talking trash” all day 

long. Now they are looking at each other and staring each 

other down in the middle of the ring. Nobody is blinking. 

That’s what it looked like. I said: 

“I didn’t know I was coming to a fight!” 

The deacon doesn’t like how the pastor is running the 

church. The pastor doesn’t like the deacons trying to 

control the pastor running the church. It was all about 

control issues. 

Believe it or not folks, everybody has their input. 

Everybody has their two cents. Everybody has control 

issues that we have to work with. The first thing that we 
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have to do is to allow the Spirit to begin to work in us – 

self-control. Once we bring this flesh, this carnal nature 

under, then we can be free to hear from the Almighty so 

that when we speak into a situation, we’re not giving our 

wisdom. We’re not giving our knowledge and 

understanding. We’re giving the wisdom from on High. 

That is going to minister to the body of Messiah. 

This is especially true when you are dealing with men 

who have control issues. And women, you all are some big 

“control freaks.” Us brothers? We’re like sitting ducks 

some of the time! 

I heard a man say this once and I adopted this phrase. 

“In my house, I’m the boss; and I have my 
wife’s permission to say so.” 

(Laughter) 

Happy wife...[happy life]. Yeah. 

Luke 9:23 – “And he said to them all, If any 
man will come after me, let him deny 
himself,” 

Let him deny himself. 

 “...let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me.” 

You know, I have some issues. My wife and I were 

having some conversation this morning. I realize that I have 

some issues. You see, when I was growing up, I wore the 

same shirt and the same bow tie for my senior picture as the 

two brothers before me. I had one pair of shoes. There was 

a phrase where I grew up.  

“I’ve got the gym shoes that slip and slide. I 
want the ones with the star on the side.” 

Converse [brand] was a big issue back then. If you 

didn’t have Converse, everything else was just cheap shoes. 
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Today it’s Nike and Jordan and all of those guys. But back 

then when I grew up, we had gym shoes that looked like 

Converse.  

I’m saying that because now I have a bunch of shoes. I 

am thinking, why do I buy shoes? I buy shoes because I 

grew up lacking. As I’ve become older, I buy stuff because 

I didn’t have much when I was little. It is as if 

subconsciously I am trying to make up for all of the stuff 

that I didn’t have growing up. Now I’ve got fifty pairs of 

shoes. I don’t need fifty pairs of shoes! Where is this 

coming from? These are childhood issues! 

Fortunately I have worked on a lot of childhood issues 

as they relate to being a father and a husband and a man; 

and I’m still working on those issues. But the more I work 

on issues in my life and Father starts peeling stuff back, He 

starts showing me other stuff. Today it was peeling back 

how come you buy clothes and you don’t need them? I am 

not the only one! 

When you grow up lacking – I didn’t even know we 

were poor. There were people poorer than us. We didn’t 

live in the “poor” part of the city. Once you crossed over 

that street, that’s where the real poor people are.  

We were eating “government” cheese. Back in my day 

they called them commodities. We had commodities; 

powdered milk, powdered eggs and real government 

cheese. We grew up poor, but I didn’t know that we were 

poor. The reason I didn’t know that we were poor was 

because there were some poorer people than we were.  

That lets me know that you can always find someone 

who is in worse shape than you are. Now who are you 

comparing yourself with?  

“If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself.” 

There is some denying that still has to take place inside 

of some of us.  
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“...take up his cross...” 

There’s that crucifying. 

“...daily.” 

He is saying that there is a daily crucifying. There is a 

circumcising of the heart that is going to take place daily. 

Just because you decided yesterday that you were going to 

live holy, you’re facing a whole new set of challenges 

today. It’s going to challenge your “yesterday’s” holiness.  

Those belonging to Messiah have put the flesh to death. 

The born again experience is taking on a life in and of the 

Spirit. This is what Yeshua is saying. 

Jn 3:6 – “That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
Spirit.” 

When you are born again as Paul talks about it; there is 

a war going on because you have two people dwelling in 

the same temple. You have the old, unholy, ungodly selfish 

control freak dwelling [in you] and a new man who just 

moved in. There is a war going on. 

Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh.” 

Let’s look at this. This word crucify “stauroo” means to 

stake, to drive down stakes; to fortify with driven stakes, to 

palisade; to crucify; to crucify one; as a metaphor to crucify 

the flesh, destroy its power utterly (the nature of the figure 

implying that the destruction is attended with intense pain). 

I’m going to tell you something. Denying self is not the 

easiest thing to do; especially if you have convinced 

yourself that you deserve something. The moment that you 

get a job and you work, I remember. I have flashbacks 

when I read the word. The word should cause flashbacks. 
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I’m just sitting there having flashbacks. I was having 

flashbacks when I first got a job. 

I remember when I was married. I thought that I was 

going to do the right thing, but being married and raising 

children is expensive. I used to have all of my money to 

myself! (Laughter) It used to all be mine. I could do with it 

whatever I wanted to do with it. Now I have obligations, 

commitments and responsibilities. The stuff that I want, I 

now have to put it off for the needs of someone else. It 

doesn’t help when that someone else isn’t even grateful. 

(Laughter) It’s like they deserve it. 

“Well, I didn’t ask to come here!” 

“Yeah? Well, you know, you ought to go 
back!” 

(Laughter) 

That’s what my parents said. 

“I brought you into this world...” 

I could never see myself saying that to my parents, but 

folks say it today. It’s like I was minding my own business 

somewhere in [a place called] no life. 

To crucify the flesh is to eat of Messiah’s flesh (the 

word). This is one of the most profound teachings that 

Yeshua presented. People couldn’t get it then and believe it 

or not, people have a hard time getting it now. It’s one 

thing to give people denominational messages like sermons 

that make people feel good. But the truth that comes to set 

people free is fought against by the flesh, the carnal nature. 

Jn 1:14 – “And the Word was made flesh...” 

Understand this.  

“...and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 
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I say this to say that when a person says: 

“I receive Jesus Christ as my Lord and 
Savior.” 

“Are you receiving the man “Jesus” or the 
word “Jesus.” Which “Jesus” are you 
receiving?” 

You see, it’s easy to look at the picture of the man 

“Jesus” however he is being photographed or painted or 

whatever, or however he is on the wall and to have 

affection toward that image. But that image is not the word 

that was with God in the beginning and that is God. This is 

what John is saying. 

“In the beginning was the word. And the 
word was with God and the word was God. 
And the word became flesh.” 

The flesh is the word. The flesh is not here. The word is 

still here. We can believe in the “Jesus” who is in heaven 

who is coming back from heaven to get us one day. But in 

the meantime are you living the word “Jesus”? Of course in 

the Hebrew Roots, it is “Messiah.” For us who are real 

deep into Hebrew Roots, it is “Maschiach.” 

(Laughter) 

Jn 1:14 – “And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

So if you are saved by grace, wonderful. But you can’t 

have the grace apart from truth. He was full of grace and 

truth. Why was the grace so important? The truth had been 

ignored. They exchanged the truth for the traditions of 

men! The grace was important! It was important because 
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you have lawless men who believed that they were in right 

standing with the Almighty. He had to say: 

“Listen. If my grace wasn’t involved, I’d 
have to kill all of you.” 

Because of His grace abounding and Him not dealing 

with them according to their sins, they who He came to set 

free, killed the man. You will kill the man in order to live 

out your religious life. This is what the religious people did. 

So the grace was there so that the Father could really 

deal with these individuals and not deal with them 

according to what they deserved. It’s the same thing with 

us. You see, if it wasn’t for His grace, none of us would be 

alive to even accept Yeshua because He would have had to 

kill us.  

As a matter of fact, we would have been born dead 

because we were born in sin and the wages of sin is death. 

That is because our parents and because of us. Then we 

lived a sinful life until we came to the knowledge of His 

truth. It was His grace that was with His truth that allowed 

us to continue to live long enough to come into the 

knowledge of truth so that we could repent. 

Look at what Yeshua said, six chapters later. 

Jn 6:53 – “Then Yeshua said unto them, 
‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you.’” 

You see, Yeshua knew that he was the word. The 

people saw him as the man. Remember that the word was 

made flesh. John understood the word being flesh. Yeshua 

understood the word becoming flesh because he is the 

living word.  

So now the living word is moving in the midst of the 

people. The people who had the written word didn’t have a 

true example of how to live the written word in reality. 
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What they had was religion. What they had were other men 

who had watched other men, who had watched other men.  

Now they’ve got traditions that have been handed down 

from generation to generation to generation to generation 

until his [Paul’s] present generation. So when a person who 

did not have the written word would go into a synagogue 

service and hear the homilies or whatever they taught, the 

people would now look at the Rabbis. They are looking at 

the religious leaders. It’s like: 

“How do we live this thing, Rabbi?” 

“How do we keep the Sabbath, Rabbi?” 

“How do we deal with this, Rabbi?” 

The Rabbi became the prominent person. That person 

became the authority in people’s lives. The Rabbis today 

exercise complete authority over people’s lives. You can’t 

go. You can’t do. You can’t do anything without the 

permission of the Rabbis. It’s amazing. 

I was talking to some Jewish people that I know. One of 

the reasons why some Jewish people leave synagogues is 

because they no longer want their Rabbis telling them what 

they can and cannot do. You don’t think that also happens 

in churches? 

Let me tell you something. If you have to sneak to go 

visit somewhere else when you are supposed to be or are 

expected to be in a certain place – this is why in the church, 

the preachers were afraid to let people know that they were 

going to be out of town. That would be the day that 

everybody would go and visit. Why can’t you go and visit 

while the preacher is there? Hello? 

There is so much control that goes on in religious 

circles. So when Yeshua says: 

“Don’t let anybody call you Rabbi.” 

He is basically saying: 
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“Listen. Don’t try to control anybody.” 

Don’t you put yourself into a position where you are 

trying to control somebody. Basically he says: 

“They want to rule! You have only one 
ruler! How can I rule you and the Holy Spirit 
lead you?” 

We were made in the image and likeness of Father. 

Let’s talk about that. There is a part of us that will always 

be from Him. The word which causes faith (faith that 

comes by hearing) awakens that part. Now that part that has 

been awakened desires to know its Father in heaven. And it 

is that part that the Father is trying to minister to so that it 

grows and becomes fully grown. The problem with that 

part is that there is another me that is already grown.  

Today folks get “grown” at about age 8 or even 6-1/2. 

Grownups are getting younger and younger. Do you 

understand what I am saying? They don’t want anybody to 

tell them what to do. They want their way. We came here 

like that. Father is saying: 

“I know that part of it is because of the fall, 
but a part of it is because of Me. The only 
way you will truly become all that you are 
destined to be is that you have to kill this 
other guy. You have to put this other guy to 
death so that you can hear and be led.” 

This is where the conflict comes in; especially when we 

live in a society and a world full of people that we can see 

who are not yielded to that which we can’t see. We 

constantly have to make decisions between the seen and the 

unseen. Chances are that the decisions that we make are 

going to be based on what is seen. This is why we are told 

that we can’t walk by that which is seen. We can’t walk by 

sight. You have to walk by faith.  



29 

 

We have to have faith that He is who He says that He is 

and that He will reward those who diligently seek Him; 

even though they can’t see Him. You see, our challenge 

ladies and gentlemen, is between the seen and the unseen. 

I’m telling you that is the biggest issue. How do you know 

that God is?  

“Because the Bible tells you so.” 

But we live in a world who doesn’t necessarily agree 

with this [Bible]; even [sometimes] the people who carry it. 

Let me show you some things. 

Jn 6:54 – “Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I 
will raise him up at the last day.” 

Jn 6:55 – “For my flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed.” 

Jn 6:56 – “He that eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in 
him.” 

Jn 6:57 – “As the living Father hath sent me, 
and I live by the Father: so he that eateth 
me, even he shall live by me.” 

Jn 6:58 – “And the word was made flesh...” 

Remember? Now get this. All of the way through this, 

he says: 

“Eat me.” 

That’s what he is saying. 

“Eat my flesh and drink my blood.” 

It is like: 

“What are you talking about, Yeshua?” 



30 

 

Imagine this. In the natural world if you told me that I 

had to eat your flesh and drink your blood, I am going to 

get the image that I have to become a cannibal (and there 

are cannibals). We’re close to cannibalism because those of 

us who eat meat, it’s just another step over. People who eat 

meat under extreme circumstances when there is no meat, 

start looking at you! You are afraid to go to sleep! You may 

end up in a flesh pot. 

YeHoVaH said that these days would come. If you eat 

cow and goat and chicken; if you eat hog and raccoon, you 

don’t have a problem eating a human. We’ve already been 

groomed for it. What Father does by giving us dietary Laws 

is to tell us that: 

“There are some things that you can eat 
and there are some things that are 
forbidden to eat.” 

Until men have cloven hooves and chew the cud, they 

are off limits! But if you haven’t made a distinction already 

between what is edible and what isn’t edible, don’t think 

for a moment that if you get hungry enough and there is 

nothing else...now it’s like: 

“I just want an arm!” 

(Laughter) 

He says here in verse 58: 

Jn 6:58 – “This is that bread which came 
down from heaven: not as your fathers did 
eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of 
this bread shall live for ever.” 

Jn 6:59 – “These things said he in the 
synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum.” 
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Jn 6:60 – “Many therefore of his disciples, 
when they had heard this, said, ‘This is an 
hard saying; who can hear it?’” 

Jn 6:61 – “When Yeshua knew in himself 
that his disciples murmured at it, he said 
unto them, ‘Doth this offend you?’” 

Does what I am telling you about eating my flesh and 

drinking my blood [offend you]? You see, what Yeshua is 

saying is that: 

“Understand something. I am the word. I 
am the word of God that became flesh. So 
when I’m saying this to you, I’m not saying 
to eat the skin and bone. I’m not telling you 
to eat that. I’m telling you to eat what I am. 
I am the word.” 

That is what he said and he makes it clear.  

Jn 6:61 – “When Yeshua knew in himself 
that his disciples murmured at it, he said 
unto them, ‘Doth this offend you?’” 

Jn 6:62 – “What and if ye shall see the Son 
of man ascend up where he was before?” 

Jn 6:63 – “It is the spirit that quickeneth; 
the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life.” 

So he is certainly not talking about cannibalism. He is 

talking about the word which is his flesh.  

Jn 6:64 – “But there are some of you that 
believe not. For Yeshua knew from the 
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beginning who they were that believed not, 
and who should betray him.” 

Jn 6:65 – “And he said, ‘Therefore said I 
unto you, that no man can come unto me, 
except it were given unto him of my 
Father.’” 

He knows today who it is that “believe not.” This is 

why as zealous as I am for people, the moment that I see 

that a person is not interested in the things that I have to 

share with them, I’m gone. I’m not sitting here trying to 

convince anybody of anything.  

If you can’t see it, then I’ve done my part. I may be the 

one who comes in and who just plants a seed. I may be the 

one who comes in and simply waters that seed. I may be 

that person who comes in and I’m simply there at the right 

time. That person has gone through enough hell to the point 

where they are ready to give their life to anybody – even 

“Jesus.” I’m not trying to make light of that, but there are 

people out there who have gone through this and it’s like: 

“Man, I’ll try whatever. What do I need to 
do?”  

One minute they try Jesus. The next minute they try 

Muhammad. The next minute they’ll try Buddha. They’ll 

try whatever they think is going to help them get away 

from the pain and the turmoil or whatever they are dealing 

with. I’m going to tell you something. It is easier for a 

person to try Buddha than it is to try Yeshua. 

Putting on a suicide vest and blowing yourself up when 

you are already hopeless and don’t see a future becomes 

easy. It’s easy to become radicalized when you don’t see a 

hope or a future for yourself or for your posterity. It’s 

harder to live for Messiah than it is to die for him.  

You see, when you die, it’s over. It’s just like 

circumcising the flesh and circumcising the heart. The 
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circumcision of the flesh is easy. You cut it, let it heal and 

you’re good to go. The circumcision of the heart is a daily 

task. 

Jn 6:66 – “From that time many of his 
disciples went back, and walked no more 
with him.” 

Jn 6:67 – “Then said Yeshua unto the 
twelve, ‘will ye also go away?’” 

They understood it, but here is the thing that got me. 

Yeshua knew from the beginning who they were. He knows 

today.  

It is against nature to plant a seed, to water that seed, 

and to harvest that plant in the same day and in the same 

setting. It doesn’t work that way. You can’t plant a seed 

and water that seed and start picking from it. That thing has 

to germinate. The word that is sown has to germinate. It has 

to go through some stuff within a person. The watering of 

that word is hearing from time to time. It is hearing 

something that is reminding that word that it is still there.  

When it comes down to evangelism, evangelism as we 

know it today is not the way they evangelized in the Bible. 

You don’t go and tell a person about “Jesus” and just like 

that they are going to give it to him. They don’t even know 

the man! They certainly don’t know what is required!  

“And we believe.” 

This is what it says. 

Jn 6:68 – “Then Simon Peter answered him, 
‘Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal life.’” 

Jn 6:69 – “And we believe and are sure that 
thou art that Messiah, the son of the living 
God.” 
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That’s what he said.  

“We believe and are sure!” 

How? It’s because they have been walking with him. 

The only way you are going to believe and be sure is that 

you can’t just hear and walk from a distance. You have to 

walk in this! When you start walking in this truth; I’m 

going to tell you something ladies and gentlemen. When I 

wrote the book Sunday Is Not The Sabbath? there were 

things that I didn’t understand about the Sabbath until I 

started keeping the Sabbath. You could tell me about the 

Sabbath all day long and I would say: 

“Well, look brother, every day is the 
Sabbath. Ha ha.” 

But what if somebody had come to me and told me that 

if you look at the biblical Sabbath as it is communicated? 

Every day can’t be a Sabbath. That’s because you cease 

from your labor. It wasn’t a spiritual Sabbath that the 

children of Israel were keeping. It wasn’t a spiritual 

Sabbath that the Almighty established at creation.  

He didn’t establish a spiritual Sabbath. It was a physical 

day that He rested and said not to work. He wasn’t talking 

about spiritual work. He was talking about physical labor; 

you, your sons, not even the animals. Nobody worked. It’s 

a day of complete rest and worship. So every day can’t be a 

Sabbath. It’s impossible!  

It is a violation of scripture for every day to be a 

Sabbath according to the Bible. 

You can spiritualize it and say: 

“I’m going to cease from all labor.” 

If you are going to keep a Sabbath according to the 

Bible, why are you going to church on Sunday? You see, 

Christians don’t even realize that it is a Sabbath principle to 
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go and worship on a Sun-day in order to keep in alignment 

with the Bible. 

Why are you going to church on Sunday? Why don’t 

you just rest? Don’t go to church. And why Sunday of all 

the days? You should start asking questions like that. 

“Why do I go to church on Sunday? Where 
did that come from? How long have people 
been doing that? Why do they do it and 
who changed it?” 

I’m starting to ask questions. I’m searching and 

searching and searching the scriptures to try to get an 

understanding. When I search and do my due diligence, I 

realize that I’ve been hoodwinked. I even found the 

characters who hoodwinked me! Do you understand? Now 

I can do the Sabbath according to the Bible, not according 

to religion and denominations who don’t even keep a 

Sabbath. 

I remember that I was part of one denomination. No 

matter what people say about them, the old school 

Reformers believed that the whole day was a day of 

worship. This is where the two services came from. But do 

you know that the two services on Sunday in the 

Christian church came from the Jewish synagogue?  

They had the Sabbath service. Then they had what they 

called the evening service. What is it called? Haftarah. 

This was [a service] to close out the Sabbath. So what did 

the church do? They are going to have a morning service 

and an evening service.  

These were old school people. They didn’t believe in 

going to the malls, going to the stores or going shopping. 

You go to service. You come home. You rest between 

services. Then you go back to the evening service. When 

the evening service is over, the sun has gone down and for 

the most part the Sabbath is over. Even so, if the evening 

service is done, when the sun didn’t go down, those people 



36 

 

who were done with the evening service went home. For 

them, the Sabbath day was from sunup to sundown; instead 

of from sundown to sundown. 

Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” 

Paul uses the term crucified four times in this letter; 

twice concerning himself; once concerning Yeshua and 

once in reference to us. This is what he said: 

Gal 2:20 – “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me:” 

What is he saying? 

“I’ve died to self so that Messiah can live in 
me.” 

“...and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.” 

The next place: 

Gal 3:1 – “O foolish Galatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should not obey the 
truth, before whose eyes Yeshua Messiah 
hath been evidently set forth, crucified 
among you?” 

This is where we are now: 

Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” 

And then finally: 
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Gal 6:24 – “But God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Yeshua 
Messiah, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world.” 

That word “flesh” is actually [in the Greek “sarx”]. But 

it also means (according to one definition), the sensuous 

nature of man, “the animal nature”; without any suggestion 

of depravity the earthly nature of man apart from divine 

influence, and therefore prone to sin and opposed to God. 

This is the fallen man.  

The word “flesh” deals with carnal and carnally-

minded. The Bible tells us that to be carnally-minded is [to 

be] dead. Paul goes into great deal about the carnal mind. 

We’re not going into it. But in several of his writings, he 

writes (we read this before, but we’re going to read just a 

couple of verses): 

Ro 8:6 – “For to be carnally minded is 
death; but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace.” 

Ro 8:7 – “Because the carnal mind is enmity 
against God: for it is not subject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be.” 

Ro 8:8 – “So then they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God.” 

It’s impossible for you to please God, even if you are a 

good person; because there are none good. The only one 

who makes you good is the same one who makes you 

righteous. That’s Yeshua. Apart from Yeshua, you are 

doomed. So even a good person does not have favor with 

God.  

The Bible says that there is one person who read from 

the Bible. His name was Cornelius. He was a devout man 

but he didn’t know Him. And yet Father made sure that this 
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man would at least get an opportunity to know Him. What 

did He do? He found a servant and said: 

“Go to that man’s house and preach to 
him.” 

Everybody comes in that way. You can’t come in any 

other way. You have to hear the word of faith. 

Gal 5:24 – “And they that are Christ’s have 
crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” 

That word “affections” (Greek: “pathema”) means 

suffer or has suffered; externally a suffering, misfortune, 

calamity, evil, affliction; of an inward state, an affliction, 

passion; an enduring, undergoing, suffering. The word that 

I’m talking about here is “affections.” You see, all of us 

have affections for something. 

This word “lust” (Greek: “epithumia”) means to desire, 

crave, longing, desire for what is forbidden, lust; 

concupiscence, desire, to lust after.  

It is virtually impossible for a person who is born again; 

truly born again – understand what he is saying here folks, 

so that we understand what he means. What Paul is saying 

is that they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh.  

If I’ve crucified the flesh, then those passions, those 

lusts, those inordinate desires, those things that are unholy 

and ungodly and forbidden are all part of this flesh. If I’ve 

crucified the flesh, then I’m controlling this nature. 

The thing about this flesh is that until it’s dead, the 

carnal nature will still be present. The deal is that there is to 

be a flip-flop. Before the new man comes, the old man is on 

top. The more the new man grows in Messiah is when he 

begins to dominate and put the flesh man under. Now he 

can live in Messiah, but this old man continues to try to 

resurrect.  
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The moment that you feed that joker just a little bit; you 

give him just a little bit, a little leaven. Just a “tee-night-chy 

bit” (as they used to say where I came from), just a 

“teenightchy bit” and the next thing you know, that old 

man is like that chia thing. It’s that head where you put a 

little water into it and [the chia seeds] it starts growing out 

of all of the cracks and crevices. 

They that belong to Messiah have crucified the flesh. 

Do you see what Paul is saying here? It’s not that we’re 

crucifying him; it is that we have crucified him. We have 

put that joker under with all of his passions and with all of 

his lusts. The devil isn’t making me do anything!  

My eyes don’t just go wherever they want to go. My 

feet don’t just run to whatever. They are not swift to run to 

do the things that are contrary to Messiah. I’m not lurking 

around in darkness trying to hide from the saints. I’m not 

putting myself in positions where I might fall.  

You will know them by their fruit. People talk a good 

talk. Talk is cheap.  

This word “epithumia” deals with lust, desire, craving, 

desiring, longing for what is forbidden, lust. Then he says: 

Gal 5:25 – “If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit.” 

Now look at this. For you people who are spiritual, for 

you people who say that you are living in the Spirit, Paul is 

saying: 

“If you live in the Spirit, walk in it. Do you 
know how I know that you live in the Spirit? 
By your walk. If I don’t see the walk, all I 
have is talk.” 

There are people who talk a good talk. 
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“Oh man, I just love the Lord. Oo! Oh, there 
is something about that name! Oo it just 
makes you want to...” 

There are some people. Man, they can jerk all over the 

place! And don’t let the organist play! You know, the feet 

start moving. You’ve seen some folks and there is some 

good stuff. These guys...let me just say this a little bit. Do 

you know those folks who just dance and they look like 

they are going to fall but they never fall? It’s like: 

“Fall already! Man!” 

(Laughter) 

It’s like there is this one who just [keeps looking like 

they are going to fall]. And you are standing there [holding 

out your arms to catch them] trying to make sure that you 

catch them right. You don’t want the pastor to holler at you 

if their head hits the floor!  

(Laughter) 

I told you all about one of my dear sisters. You could 

tell that she was about ready to fall because she got her wig 

on straight. 

“Okay I’m ready.” 

(Laughter)  

Listen folks. I’m not mocking anyone. I hope you don’t 

think that I am. It’s just that some of this stuff is funny! I 

look back at it and it’s like man, it’s trained behavior. It’s 

trained behavior!  

Brother David talked about the “courtesy fall.” You just 

fall out of courtesy. It’s as if you don’t want to embarrass 

the minister’s ego. I know. I’ve watched him. As he’s 

going down the line, he isn’t moving until he sees someone 

fall. 
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Have you ever seen those kinds of preachers? The next 

thing you know you have people with their heads all the 

way back there [bends over backward].  

(Laughter)  

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

This word “living” [Greek: “zao”] means to live, breathe, 

to be among the living (not lifeless, not dead); to enjoy real 

life; to have true life and worthy of the name; active, 

blessed, endless in the kingdom of God; to live i.e. pass 

life, in the manner of the living and acting; of mortals or 

character. 

Then there is the word “walk” [Greek: “stoicheo”]. I 

love this word because it’s a military word. It means to 

proceed in a row as in the march of a soldier.  

I remember when we were in boot camp. We spent 

practically most of every day in boot camp learning to 

march in order. It’s like:  

“Why do we have to march?”  

You go out onto the boat and nobody is marching in 

order. Do you know what I’m saying? The only time that 

folks are in order is when it’s roll call. You do everything 

there, but then it’s okay, everybody is dismissed, so you go 

on about your business. So why are we spending all of this 

time marching?  

“Left turn! Right turn! Hup! About face!” 

We’re doing all of this. This is what this is about. When 

we are walking in the Spirit, the Spirit is calling the order.  

“Right! Left!” 

Do you understand?  

“Attention!” 

The order is given and you respond to the order. This is 

the One who is the drill sergeant (if you would); the 
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Company Commander, the Captain on deck, the Admiral of 

the fleet. The Holy Spirit is calling the orders and we are to 

proceed in a row; to walk and to live just like that.  

Gal 5:26 – “Let us not be desirous of vain 
glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another.” 

I will finish this one. The word here is let us not 

become. You see, in this process (flashing back again) 

when I came into the Baptist Church, I read and studied my 

Bible; but I lived among a people who were living 

according to the Baptist way. It didn’t matter what this 

book said.  

“This is what we believe. We don’t believe 
that.” 

“Well, what about this [Bible]?” 

“Well, yeah brother, you’re still new. You 
know, you’re a babe. You’re just...let me 
show you how to do it. Just watch us.” 

 I’m watching them and I’m seeing things that are 

contrary; I mean truly contrary to the word. I can’t do that. 

I did that. When I was in the world, I lived like that.  

The lusts and the perversions and the lying and the 

partying and the backbiting and the slandering and the 

gossiping and all of that illicit behavior that is going on – 

the reason I was able to recognize that was because I had 

come from it. It was mind-boggling to come out of the 

world and into the church, only to realize that I’m back in 

the world! There is jealousy and envying.  

“I want to sing a lead song.” 

“Well, why can’t I do lead?” 

“When am I going to get to do a solo?” 
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There is all of this fighting that is going on among 

people. I couldn’t believe it.  

So it says “don’t become.” Don’t become desirous of 

vain glory. This word “vain glory” is key. There is a desire 

for the glory of YeHoVaH, but there is also vain glory.  

This vain glory often leads to wanting to be seen. For 

example, I have finished preaching and now I go out and 

say: 

“How did I do? Was that a good message? 
Give me some feedback.” 

The first time I ran across that was when I did my first 

sermon. The deacon, the one who was face to face or head 

to head with the pastor – when I went to that business 

meeting, I understood. I understood. You see, in all of the 

ministries that I have been in (every last one of them); I 

don’t know what it is that folks see. I think that what they 

see is the commitment, the sold-out commitment. But in 

every ministry that I’ve been in, it seems as if I’m either 

being groomed for the lead or some people misunderstand 

that I want to be the leader.  

I’ve had people say things to me that could easily go to 

a person’s head. I don’t do well with flattery. As a matter of 

fact, I’m suspicious. The thing that I had to come to grips 

with this morning as I’m continually assessing myself is 

that I’m a suspicious person. It’s not that I’m suspicious 

because I think that somebody is going to do something 

evil or wrong. It is that I suspect that in everything, the 

enemy is trying to figure out a way to get some kind of 

place in me. 

That’s what I’m suspicious of. I’m not suspicious so 

much of people, but I know that the enemy uses people. 

The only way I can tell a person is being used by the 

Almighty or being used by the enemy is to discern them. 

To be discerning makes you suspicious; at least that is the 

conclusion that I have come to. 
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So when I hear flattery, I have to filter it. I can’t let it 

go there [points to head]. I can’t even let it get in here 

[points to heart]. It has a path that it has to go through. If it 

comes in the form of flattery; every time I’ve experienced 

flattery, it has not been by the Almighty. There’s a 

difference between somebody trying to flatter you and 

somebody recognizing something good in you or that you 

have done or said or that they benefit from. 

If you know that what they have benefited from has 

come from the Almighty through you, then there is a part 

where I can glory. I can glory in the fact that Father used 

me to be a blessing to somebody. I can glory in that, but 

I’m not seeking glory. To seek it means that now I’m going 

to try to please you so that you will say something nice to 

me. 

Do not be desirous of vain glory because this glorying 

is glorying without reason. It’s conceited, eager, for empty 

glory. It’s like these people. I hear these singers and actors. 

They miss the stage. They miss the accolades. They miss 

the applause. They long for that so they want to constantly 

be in front of people.  

Even in the Presidential elections, they know that the 

moment that they cease from the public eye, they are 

forgotten. So they have to keep throwing something out 

there; whether it be crazy, fanatical, way out in left field or 

something. They are just going to throw something out so 

the press can keep them on the front page.  

As long as they are on the front page, they are relevant. 

Their poll numbers rise. Folks are talking about them. This 

is why a lot of these folks take off their clothes. They want 

a nipple to show. They have a wardrobe moment. Why? 

Because they know that the press is going to put that out 

there and guess what? “Google” is going to go crazy 

because folks are going to start searching. 

“Did you hear about...? Ooo!” 
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You have people who want to be constantly relevant; 

constantly on the front page, constantly being talked about. 

It not only keeps them relevant, but it also keeps funds 

coming in. Do not be desirous of vain glory. It says: 

Gal 5:26 – “Let us not be desirous of vain 
glory, provoking one another, envying one 
another.” 

This word here “provoke” [Greek: “prokaleomai”] 

means to challenge to a combat or contest with one; to 

provoke, to irritate. Some people are irritating and they 

know it. I was talking to one brother. I told him: 

“Do you know what? You talk over people. 
You don’t listen when folks are trying to tell 
you something.” 

His response to me was: 

“I know I do that. I know I do it. But I just 
want to be heard.” 

Do you feel that you won’t be heard if you don’t talk 

over people and not give people an opportunity to speak? 

These are people who talk without breathing. They just go 

on and on and on and you can’t even find a way to get 

something in.
1
 

Have you ever dealt with people like that? They just 

talk. The next thing that you know, you are looking for an 

exit strategy. You just want to get away from them. I hope 

that’s not you. Don’t irritate. Some people are just 

irritating. There are people who are irritating and they 

know that they are irritating. When you tell them that they 

are irritating they will tell you: 

“Yeah, I know.” 

                                                 
1
 Excluding those who have this symptom from illness or injury. 
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Then there is this word “envy” [Greek: “phthoneo”]. 

This word actually means jealousy. It doesn’t say it here, 

but if you look at it in some other language books, you will 

find that this Greek word actually is envy dealing in the 

form of jealousy; to be jealous of someone else.  

Somebody got more applause than you did. Somebody 

liked your song more than they liked the other person’s 

song. Somebody likes the way you do something better 

than they like the other people.  

Paul was very familiar with this kind of spirit; which is 

why when he wrote to the Corinthians he said: 

“You know, you guys are carnal.  

Why? One of you said: 

“I am of Apollo.” 

“Well, I’m of Cephus.” 

“I’m of Yeshua.” 

“I’m of Paul.” 

Basically what they are saying is: 

“I’m Baptist.” 

“I’m Presbyterian.” 

Here it is and you have these people within the same 

congregation. These are people who come from different 

backgrounds. Even when people come from different 

backgrounds, they bring their belief systems with them. 

Everything that they are hearing and learning, they are 

filtering through that system. This is what makes it hard for 

people to change because the word is being filtered through 

religious systems. By the time the word gets to the heart, it 

is so watered down. 

Provoking one another or envying one another; don’t do 

that ladies and gentlemen. 
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We’ve talked about the fruit of the Spirit. We’ve talked 

about the works of the flesh. We’ve talked about the word 

being flesh and how that word which became flesh is now 

supposed to cause and help us deal with the fleshy nature.  

The only way I’m ever going to be able to put this 

fleshly, carnal man down is if I receive the engrafted word 

that is able to save me. It is not just about me going to 

heaven. It is preparing me for the journey. I’m being 

prepared for it. 

Guess what? Yeshua is not coming in and swooping 

[down]. I gave an illustration of when Yeshua went up into 

that place and he prayed. He came back and chose his 

disciples.  

As I’ve shared with you before, I tried to put myself in 

that place. It was only then that I could actually get the 

revelation of what he possibly did. The Bible tells us that 

he had hundreds of disciples. Imagine trying to choose 

twelve from among hundreds. Before I did that, it was like 

he went up to the mountain. He prayed. He came down. 

There were twelve men and he chose them. Easy. But no, 

that is not how it was. He chose twelve from among many; 

which meant that he didn’t choose many.  

That’s the way I think that it’s going to be when he 

comes back. He’s looking for a specific person or a specific 

people; people without blemish, people without spot, 

people without wrinkle.  

This is what His word does. It washes. It cleanses. It 

irons out so that we become what He is looking for; if we 

allow His word which became flesh [in us]. If we eat his 

flesh and drink his blood (which is the word which became 

flesh); if we become one with that word, it is going to take 

this old man and kick him out. And we will become 

conformed into the image and likeness of YeHoVaH in 

Messiah.  

That’s what Paul is saying here. He’s not saying: 
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“Oh, you all don’t need to keep the Law, 
folks.” 

It’s much deeper than that. Paul is preparing a people 

for the return of the Messiah. He said: 

“You need to know. There is a resurrection 
that is coming. The Messiah is going to 
come just like a thief in the night, just like 
he said. There’s going to be a shout.” 

He even talked about how it’s going to look. The dead 

in Messiah are going to rise first and those who are alive 

will join him. I mean, he goes into great detail talking about 

how this is going to look. You need to get ready for that. 

Halleluyah. 


