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The Book of Galatians – Part 14 

 We’ve been on this path of looking through the book 

of Galatians. We felt that to have an understanding of the 

book of Galatians the way I believe that Paul intended us 

to have an understanding of it, will not only help us to walk 

out our walk with Messiah, but also to be able to 

communicate with others who may not necessarily have the 

clarity and understanding that Father may have given us. 

I know that I say things sometimes that seem to indicate 

that we may be in better shape than many when it comes to 

the word. That’s a risk that we take. Yeshua took the risk. It 

cost him his life. He spoke to people who supposedly had 

the understanding and knowledge, and yet he was speaking 

to them from his word. They desired his death. 

We know that his disciples likewise were 

communicating what he had communicated. Of course their 

deaths were desired by the people as well. With Paul, we 

find out that as he communicated – at one point we know 

that Paul was communicating one gospel until he had an 

encounter with Yeshua. Then his gospel changed. 

Paul was speaking concerning the gospel of the 

Pharisees. The Bible doesn’t say that Paul was teaching the 

gospel of the Pharisees, but that is exactly the teaching that 

Paul had been taught. That was the teaching that Paul was 

teaching. Anyone who opposed that doctrine, Paul set out 

to capture them and to drag them into prison. 

It should be no surprise and yet we sometimes don’t 

understand why people have a tendency to be so evil and so 

mean; especially those individuals who desire to follow 

“Jesus” (as they call him). Yet when we talk about the 

Bible and the very things that are in the Bible that many of 

them profess to believe, they seem to have a problem with 

certain portions of the Bible that they say they believe. 

That’s unfortunate.  
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I’m well aware that the persecution that we are facing 

and that we will face is not a persecution from the world. It 

is a persecution from religious people – religious people 

that we once used to agree with when we walked the path 

of the denominations from which most of us came out. 

Some of you have never been in denominational ministry; 

so I say “some” of us.   

Yet the people who loved us and the people that we 

love, the moment that we changed our gospel – that is 

exactly what we did. We went from a gospel “about” Jesus 

to the gospel that Yeshua preached. Some may not 

understand, but there is a big difference between those two 

gospels. 

The gospel about Jesus touts the death, burial and 

resurrection and “give your life to Jesus, get saved and 

repeat after me prayers.” People (many of us, including 

myself) shook the hand of the preacher and came down. As 

a child I sat on what we called in the Baptist tradition, the 

“mourning bench.” The mourning bench is where young 

people sat. They were the ones who were ready to be 

indoctrinated and to learn the ways of the Baptist traditions.  

I sat on the mourning bench. When I became of age, we 

supposedly gave our lives to Jesus with a full 

understanding. Then we were baptized with that full 

understanding; therefore our gospel was based on the things 

that we had been taught. 

Most of you in this room have come to a place where 

the gospel you used to preach is not the same gospel you 

preach today. Interestingly enough, the Bible only speaks 

of one gospel. When we think about the gospel, we have to 

say that if we really agree with the gospels (plural). There 

is the gospel according to Matthew. There is the gospel 

according to Mark. There is the gospel according to Luke 

and there’s the gospel according to John. 

All of these individuals had their understanding of the 

gospel. Therefore the books in the gospel that are named 
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after them are appropriately called “the gospel according 

to.” 

Paul himself preached a gospel. Paul later referred to 

the gospel he used to preach as “another gospel.” Paul is 

one of those individuals who indicated that there was 

another gospel. We probably don’t see it from Paul’s 

perspective because we’ve probably never looked at the 

fact that Paul was preaching a gospel until he had an 

encounter with Yeshua and his gospel changed. 

Interestingly enough, the people who Paul used to 

preach their brand of gospel to; when Paul changed his 

brand of gospel to the true gospel, the ones who still 

believed the gospel that Paul used to preach, now turned on 

Paul. Just like those who still preach the gospel we used to 

believe, have turned on us. That is going to happen. Yeshua 

said it’s going to happen. He said: 

 “If you follow me, let me tell you 
something. Those religious people who 
wanted me dead; who said they believed in 
God, they are coming after you, too!” 

We shouldn’t be surprised, although we find ourselves 

quite surprised when we are persecuted by people who are 

still preaching the gospel we used to preach. We’ve come 

into a fuller knowledge of the gospel; not the gospel 

“about” Jesus, but the gospel that Yeshua preached.  

The gospel about Jesus talks about him. It doesn’t 

preach what Yeshua preached.  

The gospel Yeshua preached got him killed.  

The gospel about Jesus is getting no one persecuted. 

Amen! 

As a matter of fact, those people who preach the gospel 

about Jesus; just like the Pharisees and the Sadducees, got 

together. They didn’t even agree with one another. They 

were adamantly opposed to each other. But they could 

come together against Paul just like folks of different 
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denominations can come together even though they don’t 

agree with one another, against us. 

I believe that Father was inspiring me to really deal 

with this book of Galatians. Let’s get into where we left off 

in the last lesson. I’m going to pick up in verse 3. We got 

through verse 3. But in order to try to maintain context, it is 

important that I pick up and therefore we’ll do just a slight 

review from where we ended up last lesson. It says: 

Gal 5:3 – “For I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do 
the whole law.” 

We identified this law that Paul is referring to in 

Judaism. That’s the system in which Paul learned what he 

referred to as “the law.” 

The thing about the Bible and especially about the 

Greek language is that we have the law of Herod, the law 

of Rome. We have the law of the Pharisees, the law of the 

Sadducees. We don’t have a distinction telling us what law 

Paul is referring to. It just simply uses the Greek word 

“nomos.” So it is assuming that it is talking about the Law 

of YeHoVaH. 

What I’m going to show you here today is that Paul 

kept the Law of YeHoVaH. He kept the Law. As I said 

when we started this, either Paul is a hypocrite, or people 

don’t understand Paul. Can we effectively – should I stand 

here and teach you something that disagrees with what I 

believe?  

Unfortunately there are many people [who do this] and 

I learned this in the different denominations. There are 

people who preach because it’s a vocation. It’s a vocation 

for them. They go to school and learn their vocation; just 

like a dentist goes to Dentistry College and learns dentistry. 

You have people who go to seminary and learn their 

denominational doctrine. Then they come in and start 

teaching what they learned in seminary. So there are people 
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who go to school to learn how to be a pastor as a vocation; 

as a job. I’ve met many of those people in my travels 

through the different denominations that they were part of. 

Fortunately for some of them, I can tell you (and I can 

call some of these folks by name); that when they retired 

and they were no longer responsible to a congregation, they 

told you what they really thought. They told you what they 

really believed. It is like: 

“How can you preach that all these years?” 

“Well, that’s what the denomination 
believes. And if I was going to be a preacher 
in that denomination, I had to agree. As a 
matter of fact, I had to sign.” 

It’s like you have to sign a “statement of faith.” Every 

year you have to get your license renewed; where you vow 

to preach their doctrine and not against their doctrine. It is 

just like some of you who have jobs that you sign 

contractual agreements and nondisclosure clauses and other 

types of clauses like non-compete clauses for so that if you 

leave that job, you can’t compete with them. You can’t 

disclose those things that were secret in that job, or they 

can sue you. 

You have individuals who are signing doctrinal 

statements to teach and to preach the denominational 

doctrine as a job, but they don’t believe half the stuff they 

teach!  That to me – I didn’t know these things occurred, 

but I know they do now! We should preach what we 

believe with conviction, and not be afraid.  

Paul was either confused (which I doubt very 

seriously), or like Peter said, many people misinterpreted 

Paul’s writings. What we’re going to look at is not what 

Reverend so-and-so-and-so or Bishop or Apostle so-and-

so-and-so said. We are going to let Paul tell us about Paul. I 

think the best person to tell us what Paul believed, is Paul 
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himself. Yet people ignore what Paul said he believed and 

teach what they believe that Paul was saying.  

Listen, Paul told you want he believed! We are going to 

see this. We know that Paul was talking about Judaism here 

when we talk about a man that is circumcised. Paul is 

talking about conversion circumcision, not covenant 

circumcision. 

Conversion circumcision was required for a person to 

convert to Judaism. Conversion circumcision is required for 

a man. I did a little research on how women convert to 

Judaism. You know that they don’t have to be circumcised 

to convert to Judaism.  

They have to go to a specific Yeshiva. They have to 

learn according to a specific Rabbi. When the Rabbi feels 

that this person is ready; sometimes it takes a year, 

sometimes it takes two years. It can take several years. But 

when the conversion process for a woman is ready, she just 

gets mikvahed.  

It is just like how when people are ready to join a 

denomination, they get baptized. Baptism for many 

churches is simply an initiation into their belief system.  

Often times when people are arguing baptism, they are 

arguing baptism from a denominational perspective. You 

see, I know this. I was a Baptist. As a Baptist I got baptized 

in the name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  

When I was led to the Pentecostal Church, they told me 

that that baptism “didn’t count.” I have to be baptized in the 

“name of Jesus.” I got baptized in the name of Jesus. Then I 

was put beside a preacher in my job, who was of the 

Apostolic Faith persuasion. He asked me if I had received 

the Holy Ghost since I believed. I said: 

“Yeah I received the Holy Ghost! They told 
me in the Baptist Church when I got 
baptized that I had the Holy Spirit!” 

He said: 



7 

 

“Well, have you spoken in tongues?” 

“Well, no.” 

“Well, you don’t have the Holy Ghost 
brother. What baptism did you receive?” 

“I was baptized in the Baptist Church. I was 
baptized in the Pentecostal Church.” 

He said: 

“Well, no, you need to get baptized in our 
church!” 

“Well, okay.” 

I mean, I’m searching [at that time] folks. That’s what 

I’m doing. I’m searching. He invited me to the church. He 

took me to the church and baptized me in his church, in the 

name of Jesus. He told me: 

“When you come up out of that water 
brother, you’re going to be speaking in 
tongues! And that’s how you know you 
have the Holy Ghost!” 

I came up out of the water and it’s like there were no 

tongues! I can’t tell you how disappointing that was! I’m 

supposed to be speaking in tongues! I’m baptized in your 

church in your holy water and I’m still not speaking in 

tongues! That sent me on a search for the tongues. I was 

like so many others. I was destined to speak in tongues to 

prove that I had the Holy Ghost. 

Forget about the fact that I’m laying hands on folks and 

they are getting healed. Forget about the fact that prophesy 

is coming to me and I’m speaking to people, the prophetic 

word of YeHoVaH – but it’s not tongues. Now I’m on a 

man search for tongues. Out of desperation at the foot of 

my bed [I prayed]: 
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“Father if you...if tongues is for today, 
please give them to me.” 

I’m speaking in tongues now. Then He revealed to me: 

“You know, you had the Holy Spirit all 
along.” 

  It’s like: 

“But they told me I didn’t have it!” 

Do you understand? He said I had the Holy Spirit. They 

told me I didn’t have the Holy Spirit. Who was I listening 

to? I was listening to them, not to Him! The whole time I 

think I’ve got the Holy Spirit because I’m seeing His power 

manifest in my life, but this is what people were saying. 

Conversion to Judaism and the mikvah for women is no 

different than converting from one denomination to 

another. You have to be baptized according to their 

doctrine in order to be accepted into their denomination. 

It’s sad that you think that you are being baptized as a 

covenant relationship; when all you are being baptized into 

is a denomination. 

Conversion for men required circumcision. For women 

it was mikvah. For men it was circumcision and mikvah. 

Often times when Paul is talking about circumcision, he is 

talking about circumcision from the perspective of 

Pharisaic Judaism. He explains this.  

Covenant circumcision is a whole different 

circumcision. Neither Paul nor anyone else has any 

authority to add to or take away from what the Torah says. 

YeHoVaH says that a covenant with Him based on the 

Abrahamic Covenant required a circumcision as a seal of 

the covenant.  

If they changed from being a Pharisee to a Sadducee, 

they didn’t have to be circumcised all over again. 

Unfortunately some people tried to get uncircumcised. 
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We’re not going to deal with that, even though Paul does 

deal with that.  

Covenant circumcision was required to enter into the 

covenant. Last lesson we went through all of that. You can 

check it out in last week’s teaching in part 13. We’ll pick 

up where we left off. 

Gal 5:4 – “Messiah is become of no effect 
unto you, whosoever of you are justified by 
the law; ye are fallen from grace.” 

Here is the mistake that people make concerning us. 

People make the mistake concerning us that we are trying 

to get into God’s favor by keeping God’s Law; that we’re 

trying to work our way to heaven, that the only way we can 

get to heaven is that we obey the commandments. If we 

don’t obey the commandments, we don’t get to heaven. 

They’re saying that all it takes is faith in Jesus in order 

to get to heaven. Let me tell you something. This has 

nothing to do with heaven. This has everything to do with 

relationship and covenant. It has nothing to do with our 

eternal life. People have come to the conclusion like many 

in the churches: 

“Well if it has nothing to do with our eternal 
life; if it’s not a salvation issue...” 

Not a salvation issue? Listen. Yeshua didn’t come 

teaching people about salvation! He had a conversation 

with a man named Nicodemus at night about being born 

again. The only place we find it in the New Testament; he 

was referring to Ezekiel. People want to take that and say: 

“Well, see? We should be saved! You must 
be born of water and Spirit.” 

Well, what does that mean, being born “of water and of 

Spirit?” They still can’t explain that. Some say it’s baptism. 

Some say it’s when the water bursts when your mom gives 
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birth to you and the water breaks. That’s the water you 

have to come through; from the womb. You have to come 

through the natural stance. Yeshua said: 

“I’m not talking to you of natural things. I’m 
just trying to explain some spiritual things 
to you in a natural way.” 

Nicodemus still didn’t get it.  

“How can these things be? Can a man enter 
his mother’s womb a second time?” 

Yeshua says: 

“Wow, are you really that ignorant?” 

He didn’t say that, but that’s what he implied.  

“You are Israel’s teacher and you don’t 
know these things?” 

He has the expectation that Nicodemus should have 

been on the same spiritual level and be able to have a 

conversation about being born again; being Israel’s teacher. 

Nicodemus didn’t have a clue! Why? Because he was a 

Pharisee.  

Pharisees didn’t have a clue as to what the Torah was 

actually teaching because they weren’t learning the Torah. 

They were learning the Talmud. They were learning 

Judaism. That’s what they were learning. That’s what Paul 

learned until Yeshua told him: 

“Let me give you the real gospel.” 

That’s when he had that encounter. That’s when his 

doctrine changed. He says: 

“Those of you who want to justify 
yourselves by keeping the law...” 
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You see, justification doesn’t come by keeping the 

Law. Justification comes by faith. Faith in whom? Faith in 

Yeshua. Let me help you understand. Many in Yeshua’s 

day didn’t put their faith in him, but many did. Yeshua’s 

disciples; many put their faith in him. There were over 500 

disciples that Yeshua had before he was crucified. At one 

time he had thousands. But when people understood what 

was required: 

“Unless you eat of my flesh and drink of my 
blood you have no life in you...” 

“What do you mean ‘eat your flesh and 
drink your blood?’” 

It’s simple. In the beginning was the word and the word 

was with God and the word was God and the word became 

what? Flesh!  

“Except you eat of my word; which became 
flesh. Except you eat of my word...” 

Yeshua is talking a talk to people and they are looking 

at him as a man. They don’t have a clue what he’s saying. 

He is speaking to them in parables so they don’t 

understand. They only way you are going to understand, as 

he said to his disciples – his disciples came to him at night 

and said: 

“What did you mean?” 

He says: 

“I speak to these people in parables! They 
don’t even have the wherewithal to even 
try to understand what it is that I am saying. 
They walk away thinking they have an 
understanding. They don’t have a clue as to 
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what I’m saying. But you...I say those things 
to them, but you.” 

He allowed them to understand. He explained to them 

what he was teaching. Even after spending all that time 

with him, they still had some issues.  

When the word hits our flesh, this word has to really 

transform this flesh. It doesn’t transform it from the 

outside. It transforms us from the inside. The way the word 

transforms us from the inside is when we start standing on 

the word and walking in the word. 

For you to start walking in this word; I’m going to tell 

you something. It’s going to do something on the inside of 

you. It has to do something on the inside of you so that 

when those folks come to you from the outside and try to 

push you back into their way of thinking, what’s inside you 

– like Jeremiah says: 

“It’s like fire shut up in my bones. His word 
is a part of me now. I can’t buy that stuff 
you’re selling because now I have the truth 
and the truth has made me free. Therefore 
His word rises up from within me. I speak 
what His word says regardless.” 

If His word causes me to have to depart from you, 

that’s unfortunate. It’s unfortunate. I’m either going to 

follow Reverend whatever Reverend’s name is, or I’m 

going to follow Yeshua. Unless Reverend so-and-so-and-so 

is willing to follow Yeshua, then I can follow Reverend so-

and-so-and-so as he follows Yeshua. But I have to know 

Yeshua. So if Reverend goes off; when reverend stops 

walking the truth – you see, Reverend is looking at the 

dollar signs. 

Not all of them [since] for some of them, it isn’t about 

money. I know some broke preachers. Seriously, for them it 

is about stature. It’s the fact that they can be called 
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“Reverend.” They have three members. They are a pastor. I 

know pastors who don’t even have churches. For them, it is 

the feeling. I know this feeling. When people started calling 

me “Reverend,” my flesh responded to that. 

Can I just be honest with you? Man, I remember the 

first time. It was strange. It was like the first time I heard 

the word “Daddy.” I had never heard the word Daddy being 

referred to me before. But when I heard the word “Daddy,” 

it’s like [Arthur looks around]. If you never experienced 

this, you don’t know what I’m talking about. It’s like: 

“Me? Daddy? Oh my goodness, what have I 
done?” 

(Laughs) 

Being called “Daddy” means you have to come up a 

few notches. There is somebody depending upon you now. 

Being called “Reverend” was almost a similar feeling. 

There are some people depending on me now. There are 

people who are looking to me for guidance. For some 

reason I thought that I had to guide them. I didn’t know that 

I was supposed to point them to Yeshua.  

I didn’t know that the Holy Spirit is the guide. My job 

is to get you connected to Him and then I can back out of 

the equation. But people don’t want to connect to Him. 

They want to connect to you. They get all upset because 

you have to move on.  

I thought I had done a good job when I left Grand 

Rapids (Michigan). But when I left Grand Rapids and I saw 

people not being able to maintain their walk, I didn’t know 

that I had allowed people to become so connected to me 

that when I moved out of the equation, they didn’t know 

how to conduct themselves. 

That’s a dangerous place for a preacher to be in. If you 

have people depending upon you, you are in a dangerous 

place. The Bible tells us that YeHoVaH is jealous. You 

have people depending upon their Reverend. When their 
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Reverend tells them something that is opposed to what 

YeHoVaH says, they follow what their Reverend says. 

That’s a dangerous place because a teacher is going to 

be judged more harshly. The worst thing you want as a 

minister is people looking to you for guidance. That’s the 

Holy Spirit’s job. Now for counsel, that’s the Holy Spirit’s 

job too. You have to seek the Holy Spirit – the wonderful 

counselor, to counsel people. The counsel of the ungodly 

can come from so-called Godly people. He is the 

counselor! He is our guide! 

Any minister worth being called a minister in the 

kingdom is going to be connecting people to Him. Only 

babies look to their parents. You have people saying: 

“That’s my spiritual daughter. That’s my 
spiritual son.” 

It’s like, okay, I understood that language in the church 

– daughter churches, like YeHoVaH’s got grandchildren.  

The word here “dikaioo,” (justified) is to render 

righteous. Those who are looking for their righteousness 

according to the law are fallen from grace. Those who are 

looking for their justification to come from their ability to 

keep the law; they are fallen from grace. This is what Paul 

is saying here. 

Yeshua had already addressed this issue. As we looked 

at it last week, Yeshua didn’t come to abolish it. He says: 

“Listen, unless your righteousness exceeds 
the righteousness of the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees.” 

The only example of righteousness in Paul’s time was 

the Pharisees and the Sadducees who were looking to their 

brand (denominationally) to be righteous in the sight of the 

Almighty. He said: 
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“Listen, their righteousness is not 
righteousness enough.  

He said: 

“Except your righteousness exceeds their 
righteousness.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“Your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the Pharisees or the 
scribes; you have no part.” 

What he is saying is listen. These guys are depending 

on their brand of the law to be in right relationship with the 

Almighty. Because they have the “law,” they can claim to 

be the seeds of Abraham. But let me tell you something. 

That is not what brings salvation. The Bible tells us that 

Pharisaic law does not make anyone righteous. Yeshua 

is saying that: 

“Your keeping the laws of the Pharisees is 
not what makes you righteous. You’re 
righteous comes...” 

Get this:  

“from faith.” 

Not in Yeshua, faith in the word that Yeshua 

became! The word was made flesh. Get this. The word 

was made flesh. When you receive Yeshua, you are saying: 

“I receive the word that has always been 
with God from the beginning.” 

But people have separated Yeshua from the word. They 

are looking to the man, not to the word that became the 

man. So when Yeshua says: 
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“Except you eat of my flesh and drink of my 
blood,” 

He is saying: 

“Except you eat of this word that I’ve 
become; this word that was with God from 
the beginning, you have no life in you. The 
life is in his word!” 

Death and life! Do you get this? Father says: 

“If you want long life, you’d better diligently 
hearken to keep these commands that I’m 
giving you.” 

If you don’t, then guess what the alternative is? Curses! 

You are either going to be walking in the blessings by 

obedience; or curses by disobedience. That’s the only curse 

of the Law that you’re going to find. It’s disobeying the 

Law. Those who disobey the Law have chosen a path of 

cursing.  

It is amazing that people want to say that the Law is 

cursed, as if Father gave people something that is cursed. 

He didn’t deliver the children of Israel to curse them. 

He delivered them to bless them.  

Mt 5:20 – “For I say unto you, That except 
your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

Those who feel they are made righteous by the Law DO 

NOT NEED Yeshua. It is that simple. That’s why they 

didn’t have a problem killing him. 

1 Jn 2:1 – “My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any 
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man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Yeshua Messiah the righteous:” 

1 Jn 3:4 – “Whosoever committeth sin 
transgresseth also the law: for sin is...” 

What? 

“...the transgression of the law.” 

1 Jn 2:2 – “And he (Yeshua) is the 
propitiation for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world.” 

Yeshua became the lamb slain for the sins of the world. 

Not just for the Jewish people, not just for Israel, but for the 

sins of the world. 

1 Jn 2:3 – “And hereby we do know that we 
know him, if we...” 

Do what? 

“...keep his commandments.” 

People want to reduce the commandments to loving 

God and loving your neighbor. They say that if you keep 

those two – then Paul takes it even further. He says loving 

your neighbor. If you love your neighbor you’ve kept the 

whole commands. It’s like, okay, let’s look at some of that. 

1 Jn 2:4 – “He that saith, ‘I know him,’ and 
keepeth not his commandments, is...” 

What? 

“...a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

1 Jn 5:1 – “Whosoever believeth that 
Yeshua is the Messiah is born of God: and 
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every one that loveth him that begat loveth 
him also that is begotten of him.” 

1 Jn 5:2 – “By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God, and 
keep his commandments.” 

1 Jn 5:3 -  “For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous.” 

You say you love him? Then this is how I know. You 

see, I know he loves me because he gave his life. I know 

that. There’s no question whether or not Yeshua loves the 

world. He showed us his love. Now the question is: How 

do we show him ours? If we love him, this is what we do. If 

we don’t keep his commandments, what are we? We are 

liars! 

I didn’t write any of this stuff. It’s amazing that I 

preached in Sunday churches for so long and looked at this 

and had no clue as to what it was saying. What 

commandments? We came up with Christian 

commandments; basically church doctrine. Here’s how you 

know you love God. You go to church. You go to church 

every Sunday. You go to the Bible meetings, to Bible 

studies. 

You come to the conclusion that if a person doesn’t go 

to church, that they aren’t even saved. Now it’s like: 

“You don’t go to church? You’re not even 
saved!” 

Where’s that at? I was born and grew up in another part 

of the country. But has anybody here ever heard people say 

that if you don’t go to church, that you’re not saved? How 

did that happen? And not just any church; those people 

over there, they’re going to hell because they don’t believe 
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like we believe. So now you just can’t go to any church. 

And we’re crazy! 

1 Jn 5:4 – “For whatsoever is born of God 
overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” 

Verse 5: 

Gal 5:5 – “For we through the spirit wait for 
the hope of righteousness by faith.” 

You see, we have been made righteous through Yeshua, 

but how do we know? How do you know you’re righteous? 

“Well, I believe.” 

Okay, then show me your faith. What does your faith 

look like? You see, a person who straps a bomb to himself 

or herself and who goes into a crowded room and detonates 

the thing; they just demonstrated their faith. I’m not telling 

people to strap on bombs. I don’t agree with that! I’m just 

saying that your faith should be demonstrated.  

How do you demonstrate your faith? There are a lot of 

ways that we demonstrate our faith. This is a demonstration 

of my faith [standing teaching]. No matter what somebody 

says: 

“Well you don’t have to wear those things!”  

[tzitzits] 

“Well, you don’t have to wear them, but my 
faith requires that I do.” 

My faith requires that I honor the Sabbath day. My faith 

requires that I keep the commandments that YeHoVaH set 

out in His word. This is my faith. My conversation is going 

to – when I talk, you should hear my faith. My faith is 
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going to come out in my conversation and my faith is going 

to come out in my actions. 

I’m going to be a doer of what this says, to the best of 

my ability. Do I do it perfectly? I’ll be the first to say that 

this is not any form of false humility. I know for a fact and 

my wife can testify. I’m not perfect. My children can attest 

to this. But I’ll tell you this: I do my best. I do my best. 

The other day I walked. It’s something I haven’t done 

in awhile. I left home and I didn’t have on my tzitzits. I’m 

confessing. I don’t know what I was thinking. But when I 

realized that I didn’t have them on, do you know what I 

did? I went and got them and put them on. 

Does that mean that I was backslidden? Maybe for a 

moment at best, but I simply forgot. I will tell you what I 

forgot. I forgot when I was talking about a person who was 

telling me that – he was wearing a kippah and was not 

wearing tzitzits and had the nerve to call me out. And I 

said: 

“Man, this guy is wearing a kippah and not 
wearing tzitzits and I’m reaching for mine 
because every time I mention tzitzits I’m 
reaching for mine. And I can’t grab 
anything!” 

It’s like: 

“Uh oh!” 

It just so happened to be while I was trying to slam 

somebody for not wearing their tzitzits! (Laughter) I’m 

slamming somebody and slamming myself. I slammed 

myself. Halleluyah. So in humility I just acknowledged the 

fact that: 

“Man, I better go and get them.” 

As for righteousness by faith, our faith is in Messiah. 

The word here for wait “apekdekchomai” means to expect 
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fully, to look for. Then we’ve got this word for hope, 

“elpis.” It means expectation of evil, fear; or expectation of 

good, hope.  

I find it ironic that the expectation of evil is the first 

definition and the second one is the expectation of good. 

When I look at human nature, do you know that our first 

expectation is something bad? Whenever we hear news that 

alarms us or somebody says: 

“You know, I’ve got something to say.” 

The first thing that we think of for most of us is that it is 

something bad. Am I wrong in this? I know that for me, 

that is what happens. When somebody has something to tell 

me man, it’s like I have to brace myself. 

“Oh boy.” 

I was sharing with my brother yesterday. I don’t know 

why, but I walk through life. There have been a lot of good 

things that have happened. But for some reason in the back 

of my mind it’s like: 

“Okay, this goodness can’t always last.” 

For whatever reason for awhile I’ve just walked 

through life expecting the bomb or expecting something 

bad. I don’t know why I do that, but I’m aware of it. We 

should be expecting good. We should always be expecting 

good.  

When we expect bad things to happen, we start looking 

for bad things to happen. If I’m looking for bad things to 

happen, then guess what? I’m drawing it. But if you start 

looking for good, guess what you might draw? 

People talk about the laws of attraction. I believe there 

is something supernatural to that. You attract what you are. 

Look around you. You can tell a lot about who you are by 

the people that you associate with. If I look at your friends, 

I can tell you you. We should start expecting good. 
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This word which is actually righteousness (“elpis”), is 

faith. Righteousness here (“dikaiosune”) in a broad sense is 

the state of he who is as he ought to be,;righteousness, the 

condition acceptable to Elohim. 

You have people who are thinking that by doing all the 

right stuff that it is going to be pleasing to the Almighty. 

The first thing that is pleasing to the Almighty is that we 

put our faith in Yeshua. That’s it.  

When I put my faith in Yeshua, then I’m going to look 

at him as my example. When I look at Yeshua as my 

example, I look at how he walked. I look at what he did and 

I want to imitate him. Yeshua didn’t come and say: 

“Okay, listen you all. Now word up. I’m 
going to show you all something. I came 
here to save you! Now, I’m going to do 
some things that I don’t expect none of you 
all to do, ‘cause after all, I’m the Savior. 
Okay? So I’m going to keep the 
commandments, but I don’t expect you all 
to keep them. I’m going to honor the 
Sabbath, but I don’t expect none of you all 
to keep it. I’m going to do some miracles, 
some signs, some wonders, but I don’t 
expect you all to do them because after all, 
you all ain’t me.” 

Do you get it? No! He didn’t come like that. He said: 

“Listen. Follow me. The things that I do, 
you’re going to do them. You’re going to do 
greater things than me.” 

That’s the Yeshua we are supposed to be following. 

Paul didn’t come to take us in a different direction. Paul 

said: 

“Listen. Follow me as I follow Messiah!” 
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Who is the goal? Who is it that we should be focusing 

on? We should be focusing on Messiah. I know how easy it 

is to focus on other men. I found myself in the mirror trying 

to preach like my pastor. (Laughter) Listen. I’m in the 

mirror trying to preach like a Baptist preacher. It’s like: 

“Why are you doing that? Yeshua didn’t go 
around talking like that! He didn’t hoot!” 

But if you are going to be a good Baptist preacher, 

you’ve got to get some “Hah!!” in there somewhere. 

Because in my churches, you haven’t preached until you’ve 

“Hah”-ed!! You have to change your voice. You know 

when the climax is coming because there’s a transition. 

Don’t make me go there. (Laughter) I have to resisssssst! 

Resist! 

“Pistis” means conviction of the truth. 

Gal 5:6 – “For in Yeshua Messiah neither 
circumcision availeth any thing, nor 
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by 
love.” 

In this particular passage ladies and gentlemen, I have 

to go down this road. I realize that this is part 14 and there 

are people who have just started joining in our ministry. 

They are not going to go and take the time to look at parts 3 

and 4 where we dealt with quite a bit of this understanding 

when Paul was talking about this whole idea of 

circumcision. 

We have to understand that in the book of Acts; Paul 

addresses some of this in the letter to the Corinthians. 

When it came down to if a person comes to Messiah and 

they are circumcised; don’t try to get uncircumcised. The 

idea that a person is trying to get uncircumcised – why 

would someone who is circumcised try to get 

uncircumcised? 
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If we don’t understand what Paul is talking about – 

what Paul is saying is that if you’ve converted to Judaism 

and you’ve come to Messiah, you don’t have to 

unconvert. That is what he’s saying. 

He says that if you come to Messiah and you haven’t 

converted to Judaism, you don’t have to convert to Judaism 

to become a follower of Messiah. Don’t depend upon your 

circumcision, because it really doesn’t mean anything 

(whether you’ve been circumcised or uncircumcised).  

The idea is that any Gentile who is going to even be 

looking at getting circumcised, is [doing so] because 

they’ve been under the influence of Judaism. They would 

learn that in the synagogues that they have attended. 

If you go to a synagogue, you learn about Judaism. 

You’re going to learn about Pharisaic Judaism based on the 

Rabbi that is there teaching. We looked at the fact that 

every city that Paul went to, there already was synagogues 

there.  

The people were already well familiar with what it 

meant to be Jewish and to understand the God of the Jews. 

Those people went to the synagogues. They avoided the 

temples. They avoided unclean meats or unclean things. 

They avoided people who were unclean. These folks 

practiced their religion in isolation. 

Their knowledge of circumcision is not going to come 

from their denomination or their temple. Their knowledge 

of circumcision is going to come from their synagogue. The 

Torah is not read in their temple. The Torah was certainly 

not read in the synagogues. They may have had Torah 

portions. In essence for the people; the ones who had the 

patience when they went up for Tabernacles, they would 

hear the Torah read. 

But they wouldn’t hear the Torah read by the Pharisees. 

They would hear the Torah read by the Sadducees. Why? 

Because they would be in the temple and the temple service 

that the Sadducees ruled. 
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Paul is speaking about conversion circumcision. It 

doesn’t avail anything. He shares in chapter 6: 

Gal 6:13 – “For neither they themselves 
who are circumcised keep the law;” 

That should tell us something. He is saying: 

“Listen. The people who are circumcised, 
they are not keeping the law.” 

“...but desire to have you circumcised, that 
they may glory in your flesh.” 

How do they glory in your flesh? The same way we 

used to glory in the flesh of people when we’d go out to do 

evangelism. The whole goal is to get somebody to “accept” 

Jesus Christ. You lead them in a sinner’s prayer. Okay. 

“Oh man, we just got five people saved 
tonight!” 

We’d come back and give a report.  

“How many people did you lead to Jesus?” 

“We led so many...” 

Where are they?  

We can glory in that. We can glory in how many souls 

we won for Jesus. 

“Yeah, but how many disciples did you 
make?” 

Yeshua never sent his disciples out to go and get people 

saved! The commission is that you go out and make 

disciples. You go out and teach what I taught you. Then 

I’m with you. How did we get from “making disciples” to 

“getting people saved? That’s where the focus is in the 

church. 
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“Come to Jesus!” 

There’s an altar call every service. You just hooted for 

fifteen minutes. You taught for two minutes. You read a 

scripture or two, and now somebody is supposed to “give 

their life to Jesus” like they know Jesus.  

Yeshua didn’t send his disciples out to do that. That’s 

not our role. Our role is to teach what we’ve been taught. 

That means that in order to make disciples, I have to be a 

disciple. Somebody has to disciple me. You can’t be a 

discipler unless you’ve been discipled!  

How are you going to be a teacher if you haven’t been 

taught? When you go to teach, you’re going to teach what 

you’ve been taught. If you’ve been taught wrong stuff, 

you’re going to teach wrong stuff. The people you teach are 

going to learn wrong stuff. Now you have a whole lot of 

people out there believing wrong stuff, so you have to be 

discipled! 

Circumcision means nothing. The question is: What did 

Paul believe? What did he believe about the Law? We 

should listen to what Paul says about himself, right? I am 

thinking, who can explain Paul better than Paul? That’s a 

good question. 

I’m going to give you some key verses, but I want you 

to read this for yourself. In Acts 21:17-29, you will find 

Paul explaining Paul.  

In Acts 24:1-22 you will find Paul using his knowledge 

in a manner to bring division among Pharisees and 

Sadducees. In Acts 24 you will find Paul confessing what 

Paul believes. In Acts 22:30 – Acts 23:11 you will see Paul 

explaining or using his knowledge. Let’s look at this.  

In Acts 21 Paul comes and finds himself (in verse 17) in 

Jerusalem. Some accusations were made against him. He 

says: 

“Now listen.” 
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(In verse 21): 

“There’s many who have come.” 

These are zealous Jews, according to verse 20. Let me 

read this. 

Ac 21:17 – “And when we were come to 
Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.” 

Ac 21:18 – “And the day following Paul went 
in with us unto James; and all the elders 
were present.” 

Ac 21:19 – “And when he had saluted them, 
he declared particularly what things God 
had wrought among the Gentiles by his 
ministry.” 

Ac 21:20 – “And when they heard it, they 
glorified the Lord, and said unto him, ‘Thou 
seest, brother, how many thousands of 
Jews there are which believe; and they are 
all zealous of the law:’” 

Ac 21:21 – “And they are informed of thee,” 

They know you’re here. 

“...that thou teachest all the Jews which are 
among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
saying that they ought not to 
circumcise their children, neither to walk 
after the customs.” 

Ac 21:22 – “What is it therefore?” 

Know this: that the multitudes are going to come 

together and they are going to hear that you are here.  
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“...the multitude must needs come 
together: for they will hear that thou art 
come.” 

Ac 21:23 – “Do therefore this that we say to 
thee: We have four men which have a vow 
on them;” 

Ac 21:24 – “Them take, and purify thyself 
with them, and be at charges with them, 
that they may shave their heads: and all 
may know that those things, whereof they 
were informed concerning thee, are 
nothing; [not true] but that thou thyself also 
walkest orderly, and keepest the law.” 

Ac 21:25 – “As touching the Gentiles which 
believe, we have written and concluded 
that they observe no such thing, save only 
that they keep themselves 
from things offered to idols, and from 
blood, and from strangled, and from 
fornication.” 

Ac 21:26 – “Then Paul took the men, having 
purified himself...” 

What did Paul do? Paul went in to show that he kept the 

Law. Another question comes up: 

“If Paul keeps the Law, why don’t the 
Gentiles have to?” 

That is not what this passage is saying here. The point 

that I want to make is that Paul keeps the Law. So if Paul 

keeps the Law, would Paul be teaching against the Law? 

No! But that is what they have been informed.  
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They’ve been informed that Paul is teaching the Jews 

among the Gentiles that they don’t have to keep the Law. 

Paul is a minister to the Gentiles, but he also ministered to 

the Jews. Paul had only one message! 

Let’s jump over to Acts 24. Then we have to come back 

to chapter 22. In Acts 24, these are Paul’s words. First of 

all, we saw in Acts 21 that the leaders in Jerusalem said: 

“You need to do this to prove to the people 
that what they’ve heard about you is not 
true.” 

Paul could have easily said: 

“Well, it is true. Why would I be doing this 
stuff to prove to them? I don’t have to 
prove anything to anybody.” 

No, Paul is doing what the leaders in Jerusalem asked. 

And who’s asking? That’s another thing you have to ask. 

We didn’t point that out, but who’s asking them to do this? 

Ac 21:18 – “And the day following Paul 
went in with us unto...” 

Whom? James! This is James telling Paul to do these 

things! So obviously James is preaching this too! Now let’s 

look at chapter 24. Let’s jump down. You can read the 

whole chapter, but I want you to jump down with me and 

you’ll see in verse 10: 

Ac 24:10 – “Then Paul, after that the 
governor had beckoned unto him to speak, 
answered, ‘Forasmuch as I know that thou 
hast been of many years a judge unto this 
nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for 
myself:’” 
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I wish we could take the time to go through this 

because if you’ll notice in verses 1 and 2: 

Ac 24:1 – “And after five days Ananias the 
high priest descended with the elders, 
and with a certain orator [a certain lawyer] 
named Tertullus, who informed the 
governor against Paul.” 

This lawyer that they had was a high-powered lawyer. 

The way I know that he was a high-powered lawyer was his 

address to the governor.  

Ac 24:2 – “And when he was called forth, 
Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, 
‘Seeing that by thee we enjoy great 
quietness, and that very worthy deeds are 
done unto this nation by thy providence,’” 

It kind of reminds me when I’m watching Judge 

Mathis. Have you ever watched one of those courtroom 

dramas? I like courtroom dramas because it’s law. I learned 

a lot about the law watching judges perform or give their 

decrees; based on dissents among individuals. But it always 

amuses me when someone says before they even present 

their case: 

“Oh judge, I watch you all the time. You 
know, it’s sad that we had to meet under 
these conditions, but I teach my children all 
about you. We’ve got your book.” 

When good lawyers go into a courtroom, they typically 

try to flatter the judge to get a favorable ruling. This guy is 

no different. Paul now comes along and says: 

“Listen judge. I understand. I know that you 
have been many years a judge unto this 
nation.” 
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Verse 10: 

Ac 24:10 – “Then Paul, after that the 
governor had beckoned unto him to speak, 
answered, ‘Forasmuch as I know that thou 
hast been of many years a judge unto this 
nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for 
myself:’” 

Paul says: 

“Let me speak for myself. These guys have 
come and have made accusations against 
me, but let me speak for myself.” 

Ac 24:11 – “Because that thou mayest 
understand, that there are yet but twelve 
days since I went up to Jerusalem for to 
worship.” 

Easy to verify!  

Ac 24:12 – “And they neither found me in 
the temple disputing with any man, neither 
raising up the people, neither in the 
synagogues, nor in the city:” 

These are the accusations you’re going to find in verse 

5. They say: 

Ac 24:5 – “For we have found this 
man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of 
sedition among all the Jews throughout the 
world, and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes:” 

Ac 24:6 – “Who also hath gone about to 
profane the temple: whom we took, and 
would have judged according to our law.” 
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Ac 24:7 – “But the chief captain Lysias 
came upon us, and with great violence 
took him away out of our hands,” 

Ac 24:8 – “Commanding his accusers to 
come unto thee:” 

You see, this is Torah. You can’t take a man and judge 

him without him having an opportunity to face his accusers. 

This is Torah and yet they are doing the very thing that the 

Torah teaches not to do! Why? Because they weren’t 

keeping Torah! Paul calls them out. He says: 

Ac 24:12 – “And they neither found me in 
the temple disputing with any man, neither 
raising up the people, neither in the 
synagogues, nor in the city:” 

Ac 24:13 – “Neither can they prove the 
things whereof they now accuse me.” 

Ac 24:14 – “But this I confess unto thee, 
that after the way which they call heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers, believing 
all things which are written in the law and 
in the prophets:” 

Who is saying this? Paul!  

Ac 24:15 – “And have hope toward God, 
which they themselves also allow, that 
there shall be a resurrection of the dead, 
both of the just and unjust.” 

Ac 24:16 – “And herein do I exercise myself, 
to have always a conscience void of offence 
toward God, and toward men.” 
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Ac 24:17 – “Now after many years I came to 
bring alms to my nation, and offerings.” 

Ac 24:18 – “Whereupon certain Jews from 
Asia...” 

Some Asians... 

“...found me purified in the temple,” 

Paul is now purified in the temple.  

“...neither with multitude, nor with tumult.” 

Here is what he is saying: 

“These guys went and accused me, but 
where are my accusers right now?” 

Do you see this? Verse 19: 

Ac 24:19 – “Who ought to have been here 
before thee, and object, if they had ought 
against me.” 

Ac 24:20 – “Or else let these same here say, 
if they have found any evil doing in me, 
while I stood before the council,” 

Ac 24:21 – “Except it be for this one voice, 
that I cried standing among them, Touching 
the resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question by you this day.” 

Why does he feel he’s being called into question? 

Because he spoke in the midst of them, of the resurrection 

of the dead. This causes us to go back to chapter 22, 

because this is where it starts.  

You see, for the people who want to cut and paste 

verses and not to do the research, they are going to walk 

away with some stuff that is not even there. But if we do 

the research, we’ll see it. 
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Ac 22:30 – “On the morrow, because he 
would have known the certainty wherefore 
he was accused of the Jews, he loosed him 
from his bands, and commanded the chief 
priests and all their council to appear, and 
brought Paul down, and set him before 
them.” 

Ac 22:31 – “And Paul, earnestly beholding 
the council, said, ‘Men and brethren, I have 
lived in all good conscience before God until 
this day.’” 

Ac 22:32 – “And the high priest Ananias 
commanded them that stood by him to 
smite him on the mouth.” 

A question to you is: Is the high priest Ananias a 

Pharisee or a Sadducee? Most people don’t know. All of 

you, who think Ananias is a Sadducee, let me see your 

hands. All of you, who think that Ananias is a Pharisee, let 

me see your hands. Some of you said: 

“No man, you aren’t going to catch me in 
that! I ain’t raising my hand! I know you!” 

(Laughter) 

You see, here’s the thing. If you don’t know this, you 

won’t know what’s going on here. Ananias was a 

Sadducee. Ananias was not a Pharisee. But when people 

hear “Pharisee,” they think of all of the Jews. Ananias was 

a Sadducee. We went through great detail earlier in this 

teaching, teaching you the distinction between a Pharisee 

and a Sadducee.  

A Sadducee rejects the resurrection. A Sadducee rejects 

angels. They reject demons. They believe that when you 

die, that’s it. The Pharisees believe in angels. They believe 

in visitations by angels. They believe in demons. They 
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believe in the resurrection of the dead and a whole lot of 

things that the Sadducees don’t believe. But the main thing 

that separates the Sadducees and the Pharisees is the 

doctrine of the resurrection. That’s why in chapter 24 when 

Paul says: 

“The only reason why I’m standing here is 
because I brought up the resurrection of 
the dead!” 

Why does this create a problem? Because Paul has a 

divided room that have come together. I’m going to show 

you the wisdom of Paul.  

Ac 22:32 – “And the high priest...” 

A Sadducee... 

“...commanded them that stood by him to 
smite him on the mouth.” 

Ac 23:3 – “Then said Paul unto him, ‘God 
shall smite thee,’” 

What does this say to me? The high priest wasn’t in his 

high priest garments because Paul didn’t recognize him as 

the high priest. So he wasn’t in his high priest garments. He 

says: 

“‘...God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: 
for sittest thou to judge me after the law, 
and commandest me to be smitten contrary 
to the law?’” 

He says: 

“You’re going to judge me and you’re not 
even keeping the Law?” 

Who is he? The high priest!  
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Ac 23:4 – “And they that stood by said, 
‘Revilest thou God's high priest?’” 

“How dare you speak to the high priest like 
that!” 

Paul is saying: 

“Well, listen. If he was the high priest of 
God, he would not have done what he did. I 
don’t see him. He’s obviously not dressed as 
a high priest. I certainly would not speak to 
him in such a manner.” 

You don’t see all of this in the [Bible]. People just read 

[right through]. Then said Paul: 

“I didn’t know brethren that he was the 
high priest!” 

Ac 23:5 – “Then said Paul, ‘I wist not, 
brethren, that he was the high priest:’” 

How come Paul didn’t know? Because he wasn’t in 

high priest regalia! 

 “...for it is written,” 

Now he’s bringing up the Torah. It’s written: 

“...Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of 
thy people.” 

Do you know where this is written? It is written in the 

same place where it says in Leviticus 19:18: 

“Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 

Ac 23:6 – “But when Paul perceived...” 

Now get this. You see, they are all in there looking 

alike, so Paul can’t distinguish a Pharisee from a Sadducee. 
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But Paul knows that if this is the high priest and somebody 

says: 

“How dare you talk to the high priest like 
that?” 

Paul all of a sudden realizes that there are some 

Sadducees in here. These are not all Pharisees. There are 

some Sadducees and there are some Pharisees. See the next 

verse: 

Ac 23:6 – “But when Paul perceived that the 
one part were Sadducees, and the other 
Pharisees,’” 

Paul perceives. He says: 

“Wait a minute. This is a mixed crowd that 
we’ve got here.” 

Paul understands better than anybody, the difference 

between the Sadducees and the Pharisees. So what does he 

say? The Bible says here: 

Ac 23:6 – “But when Paul perceived that the 
one part were Sadducees, and the other 
Pharisees, he cried out in the council,” 

He cried out. He cried out! It’s like: 

“Okay, we’ve got Pharisees. We’ve got 
Sadducees. They’re all together. Let’s divide 
this room.” 

That’s what he’s saying – we’re going to put a division 

in here. So he is saying: 

“Brethren, men, I’m a Pharisee of the hope 
and resurrection of the dead! They’re 
calling me into question!” 
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Ac 23:6 – “...‘Men and brethren, I am a 
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the hope 
and resurrection of the dead I am called in 
question.’” 

That’s just like having some Pentecostals and some 

Baptists in the same room.  

“Brethren, I’m Pentecostal! The only reason 
why I’m being held on trial is because I 
speak in tongues!” 

“What? Oh brother, you’re one of us!” 

This is what’s going on here. Look at what it says: 

Ac 23:7 – “And when he had so said, there 
arose a dissension between the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees: and the multitude was 
divided.” 

What did he cry out?  

“The only reason why I’m called into 
question is because I believe in a 
resurrection!” 

What happens? The Pharisees now disagree with the 

high priest. The high priest is the one who has the authority 

to try to get him killed. But now there is dissension. In 

chapter 24 he says: 

“Listen. The only reason why I’m here is 
because I believe in the resurrection.” 

That’s how he got to be in front of the judge in the first 

place. Had he not divided the room, they would have been 

against Paul and Paul would never have got that far. 
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Ac 23:7 – “...there arose a dissension 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees: 
and the multitude was divided.” 

Verse 8: 

Ac 23:8 – “For the Sadducees say that there 
is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: 
but the Pharisees confess both.” 

Paul brought up a doctrinal issue. It wasn’t just any 

issue. He brought up a doctrinal issue that divided them 

straight down the middle. 

“We know those guys don’t believe like us! 
But as long as we’re not talking about what 
we believe, we are here for one goal; and 
that is to stop this blabbermouth.” 

“But now that the blabbermouth confesses 
to be one of us, how can we turn on our 
own?” 

Understand that Paul had denounced Phariseeism. This 

is chapter 22. Paul had denounced Phariseeism when he 

was knocked off of the mount in Acts 9. He considered 

everything that he had learned as dung, but he was wise 

enough to know who was accusing him.  

Let me tell you something. That old adage “divide and 

conquer” is operational right there. You have to know your 

enemy. You have to know who you are dealing with. 

\When they told them: 

“How are you going to talk to the high 
priest like that?” 

“Oh, the high priest is in the house!” 

“Okay, how can I use that?” 
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That was the wisdom of Paul. I will leave you with that. 

The point is, as I am leaving you with this, to understand 

that Paul at no point denied the fact that he kept the Law.  

In one version it says: 

“That I accept the Law as it is written...” 

Or: 

“...the Law without all of the other 
traditions.” 

“Everything that is written in the Law, I 
accept. So when you start adding to the 
Law, all of these other things, I reject 
them.” 

That’s exactly what Phariseeism did. Paul is not 

denying the fact that he keeps the Law. He certainly is not 

rejecting the fact that he honors it according to the way it is 

written. Therefore how can he be teaching against it if he is 

actually keeping it?  

When we started this teaching, I asked: 

“Is Paul a hypocrite? Is Paul double-
minded? Is he schizophrenic?” 

No, Paul is a very intelligent man who understands his 

audience. Paul would go into places. Before he would even 

minister, he would assess where he was at. That’s one of 

the things that we try to do when we go out of the country – 

assess who we are talking to. Sometimes it’s hard to get a 

good assessment; but you should try.  

If we stop trying to convince people and try to listen to 

where people are, then maybe we can actually minister to 

them. How can I teach you something if I don’t even know 

what you already know? I don’t even know what you don’t 

know. How am I going to do that, unless you tell me? How 

am I going to hear it, unless I’m willing to listen?  
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All of us are girded up with some form of belief. 

Therefore we are going to say what we believe if people 

give us an opportunity to talk. Now that I know what you 

believe, I can discern and assess whether or not our belief is 

compatible. I can at least begin to share with you: 

“Here is why I believe what I believe; based 
on the scriptures. If you disagree with that, 
you have every right to. I’m not here to try 
to convince you of what I believe. I’m 
simply sharing with you what I believe. This 
is why I believe what I believe; based on 
what the scriptures teach.” 

If what you believe is based on what the scriptures 

teach, then hey, we should be somewhere in the same 

neighborhood. Do you know what I’m saying? But if you 

think about it (at least for me), most of the conversations 

that I’ve had with people have not been about belief 

according to the word, but belief according to what they 

have been taught. Do you understand what I’m saying? 

I’ll give you one quick illustration. Yesterday when we 

were sitting down, I sat down at the table. A question was 

posed to me and I immediately knew where the question 

was coming from. I knew that the question was coming 

from a denominational perspective. I even named the 

denomination. The person who spoke it quickly complied. 

You see, when you know who teaches what, then you 

can identify where this teaching [came from and that] 

you’re not talking to someone who is according the 

scripture. You’re talking to someone who is talking 

according to their belief or their doctrine or what somebody 

has taught them or what somebody said. 

Believe it or not ladies and gentlemen, that’s where 

most of us are until we make a point to shed ourselves of 

all of that stuff and make a concerted effort to take off the 

glasses; take off the denominational lenses and look at the 
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scriptures with an open mind and let the Spirit begin to 

show us.  

Think about it. Many of us have been on the wrong path 

for a long time. Now here it is (for many of us, in the later 

parts of our lives) and we’ve come to the revelation that 

we’ve been on the wrong path for a long time. The question 

is: How did you get there? How did we get there?  

All of us are intelligent people.  We can blame the 

preachers. We can blame denominations. We can blame our 

parents, but at some point we have to take responsibility for 

ourselves. We have to take responsibility for our own 

actions. There was a point where I could blame other 

people, but now who am I going to blame for what I 

believe as an adult? 

For me to blame another man for what I believe as an 

adult, what am I saying? I am saying that I trusted 

somebody else with my faith, with my salvation, with my 

eternal walk and with my life with God. I put that 

responsibility upon someone else. When I stand before the 

Almighty, that’s not going to cut it. I’m going to have to 

stand on my own in my own belief. 

So I made the determination that I had the 

responsibility to search this word for myself and draw my 

own conclusions; even if it goes against my favorite 

preacher or my favorite teacher or my favorite pastor or 

bishop or apostle. If my apostle is not lining up with the 

conclusion that I come to, then how do we even get on the 

same page?  

You can’t do that unless you have dialogue. You can’t 

have dialogue if somebody thinks that they are greater than 

you. It’s like: 

“Really? I’ve put my life in your hands and 
you can’t explain to me why you believe 
such and such?” 
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Why is it that we don’t keep the Sabbath? Why is it that 

we don’t keep half of the book? As a matter of fact, we 

don’t keep more than half of the book! When you think 

about it, as a Christian, as a person who went to church 

regularly, who gave your tithe, who read the Bible; most of 

the stuff you read in the Bible, you didn’t do. I know I 

didn’t. 

We have to give an account. I would say to you right 

now that you might want to start [thinking] about how that 

conversation is going to go. The conversation between you 

and the Almighty is coming. The day will come when you 

and I will have to stand and give an account.  

You better know why you don’t keep the Sabbath! You 

better know why you don’t keep the feasts! You better 

know why you eat the stuff that you eat and you better have 

a good explanation according to His word! 

 Are you going to put that onto somebody else or are 

you going to take responsibility for your own walk? 


