Below are the books that will be featured in Play Central Toys & Books located in the Children’s Museum of South Dakota.
These books will be 10% off the month of April. The below titles encourage conversations surrounding many topics around
kindness, empathy, gratitude, feelings, creativity, emotional awareness, mindfulness, diversity, hunger, poverty,
compassion, expression, and more.
Picture of Book

Title

Author

Description

Everyone Can Learn to
Ride a Bicycle

Chris Raschka

Learning to ride a bike
is one of the most
important milestones of
childhood, and this
book captures the
emotional ups and
downs of the
experience.

The Dot

Peter H. Reynolds

The words of her
teacher are a gentle
invitation to express
herself. But Vashti can’t
draw – she’s no artist.

Rulers of the Playground

Joseph Kuefler

A Sick Day for Amos
McGee

Philip C. Stead

One morning, Jonah
decided to become
ruler of the playground.
Everyone agreed to
obey his rules to play in
King Jonah’s kingdom
… Everyone except for
Lennox … because she
wanted to rule the
playground, too.

Friends come in all sorts
of shapes and sizes. In
Amos McGee’s case,
all sorts of species, too!

Last Stop on Market
Street

Matt de la Pena

Every Sunday after
church, CJ and his
grandma ride the bus
across town. But today,
CJ wonders why they
don’t own a car like his
friend Colby. Why
doesn’t he have an
iPod like the boys on
the bus? How come
they always have to
get off in the dirty part

of town?

Drum Dream Girl: How
One Girl’s Courage
Changed Music

Margarita Engle

Girls cannot be
drummers. Long ago on
an island filled
with music, no one
questioned that rule—
until the drum dream
girl. In her city of
drumbeats, she
dreamed of pounding
tall congas and
tapping small bongós.
She had to keep quiet.

My Very Own Space

Pippa Goodhart

A little rabbit is trying to
read his book in peace,
but there’s so much
going on around him!
Maybe he needs some
space just for himself

Argyle Fox

Marie Letourneau

Argyle Fox, with his
signature style, wants to
play outside on a
springtime day, but the
wind is wreaking havoc
with his fun and games.
As soon as he builds a
card tower, climbs into
a giant spider web, or
takes up his pirate
sword, here comes the
wind: Woosh!

The Dark

Lemony Snicket

Laszlo is afraid of the
dark. The dark lives in
the same house as
Laszlo. Mostly, though,
the dark stays in the
basement and doesn’t
come into Lazslo’s
room. But one night, it
does.

Too Shy for Show and Tell

Beth Bracken

Sam is a quiet little boy
who hates show-andtell. Just thinking about
it makes his stomach
hurt. Sam must find a
way to conquer his fear
of show-and-tell.

The Book of Mistakes

Corinna Luyken

Zoom meets Beautiful
Oops! in this book
about the creative
process, and the way in
which “mistakes” can
blossom into inspiration

Those Shoes

Maribeth Boelts

All Jeremy wants is a
pair of those shoes, the
ones everyone at
school seems to be
wearing. Though
Jeremy’s grandma says
they don’t have room
for “want,” just “need,”
when his old shoes fall
apart at school, he is
more determined than
ever to have those
shoes, even a thriftshop pair that is much
too small.

Emmanuel’s Dream: The
True Story of Emmanuel
Ofosu Yeboah

Laurie Ann Thompson

Emmanuel Ofosu
Yeboah’s inspiring true
story is nothing short of
remarkable. Born in
Ghana, West Africa,
with one deformed leg,
he was dismissed by
most people—but not
by his mother, who
taught him to reach for
his dreams.

Life

Cynthia Rylant

There are so many
wonderful things about
life, both in good times
and in times of struggle.

We’re All Wonders

RJ Palacio

Now younger readers
can meet Auggie
Pullman, an ordinary
boy with an
extraordinary face, and
his beloved dog, Daisy.
Choose Kind.

The Heart and the Bottle

Oliver Jeffers

There is a wonder and
magic to childhood.
We don’t realize it at
the time, of course . . .
yet the adults in our
lives do. They
encourage us to see
things in the stars, to
find joy in colors and
laughter as we play. But
what happens when
that special someone
who encourages such
wonder and magic is
no longer around?

The Way I Feel

Janan Cain

Feelings are neither
good nor bad, they
simply are. Kids need
words to name their
feelings, just as they
need words to name all
things in their world.

Red- A Crayons Story

Michael Hall

Red: A Crayon's Story,
by Michael Hall, is
about being true to
your inner self and
following your own
path despite obstacles
that may come your
way.

Move Your Mood

Brenda S. Miles and
Colleen A. Patterson

Move Your Mood!
invites kids and adults
to twist, wiggle, shake,
hop…and smile!
Reading this book with
your child is an active
and fun way to teach
your child about
emotions, and
introduce the idea that
moving our bodies
affects the way we feel
inside.
Includes a Note to
Parents, Caregivers,
and Teachers with
suggestions for how to
use the book with your
child, and additional
ideas for teaching your

child about emotions.

The Lion and the Mouse

Jerry Pinkney

The Caldecott Awardwinning and New York
Times bestselling fable
of compassion and
kindness retold by
acclaimed artist Jerry
Pinkney.

A Chair for My Mother

Vera B. Williams

The jar of coins is full.
The day has come to
buy the chair - the big,
fat, comforable,
wonderful chair they
have been saving for.
The chair that will
replace the one that
was burned up - along
with everything else - in
the terrible fire. A book
of love and tenderness
filled with the

affirmation of life.
And Two Boys Booed

Judith Viorst

On the day of the
talent show, a boy is
ready to sing his song,
and he isn't one bit
scared because he has
practiced a billion
times, plus he's wearing
his lucky blue boots and
his pants with all ten
pockets. But as all of
the other kids perform
before him, he gets
more and more
nervous. How the boy
overcomes his fear of
performing in front of
the class makes a
charming and funny
read-aloud, complete
with ten novelty flaps to
lift

