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For mer ly  Made By Sur v ivors



Since 2005, Her Future Coalition has been helping women and 
children around the world to get free and remain free forever from 
slavery and other abuse.  In early 2017, we changed our name from 
Made by Survivors to Her Future Coalition to reflect the fact that 
our focus is all about opportunity and creating bright futures for 
survivors, rather than emphasizing the violence and abuse of their 
pasts.

The majority of those trafficked for sexual exploitation are women 
and girls.  Trafficking, child marriage and child labor cut off education 
and economic opportunities,  blighting children’s futures and leaving 
them vulnerable to exploitation throughout their lives.  

29-40 MILLION PEOPLE in the world are ENSLAVED1  

POVERTY and the LOW STATUS OF WOMEN are 
ROOT CAUSES of all these problems

1-ILO Global Estimate of Forced Labor, 2012   

Girls in Asia are typically trafficked from impoverished rural areas to 
larger cities or wealthier countries while in their early teens.   They are 
enslaved in brothels or private homes, where they endure physical, 
sexual and emotional abuse and torture.  Even after rescue, they are 
often rejected by their families and communities, stigmatized and 
blamed for the abuse they have suffered.

Her Future Coalition exists because these girls deserve better
 

“Twelve years ago, when I first became involved in this issue, I asked the 
staff at every shelter and rescue agency I came across:  ‘What is your 
greatest need?  What is the greatest need of rescued survivors?’  They 
all told me the same thing:  jobs for the older girls and education for 
the younger ones.  Without better alternatives for their future, survivors 
are likely to be re-trafficked, or exploited in other ways throughout their 
lives.  We created Her Future Coalition to offer those alternatives.”
                                                                        Founder and CEO Sarah Symons

OUR MISSION is to help survivors of human trafficking, 
child marriage, child labor, rape and other abuse, with 

shelter, education and employment programs, enabling 
them to remain free forever.



                           SHELTER 

Rescued survivors need a safe place to heal and gain life skills.  
Many girls can never go home, because their families were 
involved in trafficking them, so they need shelter until they are 
fully grown and able to support themselves.   

Working with local partner agencies, we build, expand, and 
improve shelters, providing comfortable and loving homes to 
survivors. 

Since 2005, Her Future Coalition has supported over 2000 women 
and children on their journey from rescue to independence.   This 
past year, we provided shelter, education and employment to 
750 survivors and high risk women and children in India, Nepal 
and Thailand.

Working with this population for the last 12 years, we have learned 
that for people facing tremendous stigma, the small gains in 
economic status, and short-term interventions that are typically 
offered to survivors are not enough.   Survivors need a meaningful 
increase in income, which in turn increases social status, in order 
to rejoin society and gain decision-making power in the family 
and community.  This is why we focus on high-quality, long term, 
and individualized services  rather than a quick-fix, one-size-fits-
all solution.

Our ultimate goal and dream is for these women and children 
to become the agents of change who will end slavery once and 
for all.  Because of the success of our comprehensive approach, 
many of our survivors are already paying it forward - rescuing, 
supporting, training and inspiring others.  

OUR SOLUTIONS

In 2014, we completed construction of a 15,000 square foot 
shelter in Jalpaiguri, West Bengal, India, in partnership with 
Women’s Interlink Foundation.  We chose to build a shelter in 
this region because of the extreme incidence of child trafficking.  
Each month, more girls are rescued and sent to the home.  In 
2016, we raised funds to add a third floor to the shelter, and 
construction began in spring, 2017.  This new space will allow 
us to add job training programs for  older girls as well as living 
space for more survivors.



EDUCATION 
In 2016, Her Future Coalition sponsored the schooling of over 
500 children in India, Nepal and Thailand - including rescued 
survivors, the children of trafficked parents, and girls born in 
red light districts and border villages with a high incidence of 
trafficking.  

We have been sponsoring many of these children for 5+ years, 
and are committed to continuing our support as far as they want 
to go in life, ending the cycle of slavery and poverty.  Children 
who have been exploited, or whose parents were trafficked, 
are destined to grow up and repeat the cycle unless they are 
given education and support to build a different kind of life. 

In 2016, we added a new element to our Education Program 
- the sponsorship of entire schools for survivors and high 
risk children, including the Shristi Gyan Secondary School in 
Kathmandu and the Mirror Foundation Primary School in the 
Mekong region of Northern Thailand. 

• Rescue Foundation, Mumbai &  Delhi - Helped to build 
a renewable energy facility & vocational training building 
serving 150 survivors, and supported the rescue of 200 girls 
from brothels. In 2017 we are partnering with Yoga Medicine to 
support 100 survivors at Rescue Foundation’s newest shelter 
in Delhi.
  
•  Nijuloy Shelter, Calcutta - Added a second floor, providing 
dorm rooms and a vocational training center for 50 survivors 
         
• Development and Education Programme for Daughters 
and Communities, Chaing Rai, Thailand -  Provided a water 
treatment center and well for a shelter/community center serving 
300 survivors

PAST & FUTURE SHELTER PROJECTS High quality education, leading to college or careers, transforms 
not only the children, but also their families and the community, 
serving as an inspiring example to others and ultimately 
bringing income and opportunity into the whole family. 

Of the 60 survivors and high risk girls that we have 
sponsored through 10th grade, not a single one has 

been trafficked or re-trafficked.  
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EMPLOYMENT 
Her Future Coalition’s primary focus is to provide economic 
solutions to slavery and other social problems destroying the 
lives of women and girls.  Trafficking and child marriage have 
their roots in poverty and in the low status of women.  Without 
economic alternatives, girls become trapped in a life of 
exploitation, powerless to change the equation for themselves 
or their children.  Her Future Coalition focuses on high quality, 
well paid professions, often in areas that have traditionally been 
male-dominated, such as goldsmithing. 

Our jewelry program is one of our most successful job programs.  
Over 100 survivors in five locations in India, Nepal and Thailand 
have been, or are being trained and employed as artisan 
goldsmiths and jewelry designers. 

The jewelry program is a complete pathway to independence 
and dignity.  We train and employ survivors to become 
professionals and entrepreneurs, leaving poverty behind 
forever.  

To promote the artisans’ dignity and self-determination, we offer 
entrepreneurship training, employee ownership, advancement 
opportunities, continuing education, savings plans, housing, and 
other social programs.  Our jewelers are pioneers as some of 
India’s first women goldsmiths.  This year, we launched two 
new jewelry training programs- one at the Nijoloy shelter home 
for rescued girls in Calcutta, India and one for vulnerable hill-
tribe girls in Chiang Rai, Thailand.  

In addition to jewelry, Her Future Coalition supports survivor 
training and employment in diverse fields ranging from veterinary 
nursing to blockprinting to accounting and social work.



2. MIGRATORY BUSINESS MODEL
Our training and business model enables survivors to retain and use the 
skills they have received if they return to their home villages.  Responding 
to data showing that empowerment programs need to happen in source 
- not just destination -  sites for trafficking survivors, HFC is creating 
business solutions that survivors can take with them wherever they go.

3.  TRANSFORMATIVE WAGES
We commit to paying wages well above the standard paid for  small-scale 
production.   Once women are fully trained in their chosen profession, we 
are committed to paying wages at the level of a college graduate in India.

   HER FUTURE COALITION’S PROSPERITY MODEL  

Our Prosperity Model is built upon three principles that set it apart 
from standard models of survivor rehabilitation: 

1.  ADDRESSING GENDER DISCRIMINATION
 

Gender discrimination is a root cause of the violence survivors have 
experienced.   They have been socialized from a young age to devalue 
themselves because they are female.  To counteract this, we  promote 
women’s leadership in the workplace, offering workshops and counseling 
that helps young women step into their power and find their voices. This 
re-framing of their identity goes far in preventing further exploitation.

FORWARD-FOCUSED - 2017 & BEYOND
•  Launch of Thailand Employment and Education Programs

•  Launch of Her Future UK

•  Red Light Safe Spaces Project serving 300 women and 
   children in red  light areas of Calcutta 

•  Development of our new School Sponsorship App which   
   will allow us to expand our Education Program 

•  Fellowships and other volunteer opportunities for teaching 
   literacy and English, counseling, design, yoga and more

Vision for Empowerment - In 2015 and 2017, we offered training in 
photography and editing to 22 women in Calcutta.  The purpose of the 
project was both therapeutic self-expression
and to give women the chance to 
explore careers in photography, an 
overwhelmingly male-dominated 
profession in India.  



“What I love most about Her Future Coalition is its 
heart and soul.  Last month our founder Sarah was 
invited to attend a wedding in Nepal as the ‘mother’ of 
the bride.  This young lady (whose story we share with 
her permission) spent many anguished years trafficked 
in brothels.  After her rescue we worked with partners 
in India and Nepal to ensure that she healed, became 
educated, and learned to love again.  Today Anjali 
and her new husband are headed back to her village 
to dedicate themselves to preventing the pain she 
experienced from happening to any more girls”. 
                                      Board Chair Diane Beale

In July of 2017, we launched new jewelry training and school 
sponsorship projects in the Mekong region of Northern Thailand.  
This area has a huge trafficking problem, and girls from the stateless 
and extremely marginalized hill tribes are the worst affected.  

Working with local agency Mirror Foundation as well as our US 
partner organization Durga Tree International, we will be able to 
prevent many young women from being trafficked, and as well as 
giving rescued survivors the means to build a free and independent 
future.

THAILAND PROGRAMS

“Our family foundation has been supporting Her Future Coalition for five 
years.  The HFC team is extremely resourceful and efficient, so the money 
we give them goes far and has a huge impact.  We have funded many 
organizations over the years, and this group stands out for both the quality 
of their programs and their commitment to using resources wisely”.

        Camille Davenport, Foster Family Foundation 
 

FINANCIALS

2016 Income
Individual Donations  $199,934
Grants                          $235,000
Sales Revenue (net)    $40,755

TOTAL INCOME         $475,409

2016 Expenses
Shelter                         $71,958
Education                    $77,488
Employment              $237,431
Fundraising                 $18,696
Admin.                           $23,018
TOTAL EXPENSE       $428,591*

2015 Income
Individual Donations  $156,977
Grants                          $210,000
Sales Revenue (net)     $37,513
TOTAL INCOME         $404,490

2015 Expenses
Shelter                          $32,959
Education                    $40,968
Employment             $258,579
Fundraising                  $21,455
Admin/Overhead       $21,447 
TOTAL EXPENSE      $375,408

* 2015 Financials audited, 2016 audit in process, 
so numbers are subject to adjustment



OUR TEAM
Management Team: 

Sarah Symons, Founder and CEO   
Paul Suit, Managing Director 
Soma Seal, Calcutta Program Manager
Nafiza Khatun, India Program Director
Heather Deyo, Director of Business and Development
John Berger, Co-Founder 

 
Board of Directors 
Diane Dávalos Beale, Board Chair - President, Expanded Learning
Sarah Symons - Founder and CEO
Mark Harvey - Head of Treasury at Nationwide, UK
Jeanette Pavini - Investigative Reporter, Film Producer -Reel Deal Productions

Shira Weinert Cornfeld - Artist, Program Manager, Former NYC Schoolteacher

OUR PARTNERS
Our partners in the field have always played a crucial role in our work.  
Their knowledge and connections in the field, and their unwavering 
commitment to the communities we serve, make it possible for us to 
accomplish more and to be more cost-efficient. 

INDIA: 

Women’s Interlink Foundation
Ektara Community Foundation
South Kolkata Hamari Muskan
Rescue Foundation

NEPAL:
Apple of God’s Eye/
Nepalese Home

THAILAND
Mirror Foundation

THE WHY OF HER FUTURE COALITION
Anisha was raped by an uncle when she was a small child.  Her parents 
saw her as broken and felt ashamed of her, so when she was 11, they sent 
her to work as a domestic servant.. In that job, she was sexually assaulted 
by the father and brothers of the family, and physically abused by the 
mother.  She ran away to a city in a neighboring state, and from there was 
soon trafficked into a brothel.  When Anisha was finally rescued and sent 
to live in our Jalpaiguri shelter,  trusted no one.  Everyone in her life had 
betrayed or abused her.  In the loving environment of the shelter, she 
gradually began to recover.  This year she is learning to read and to be a 
tailor. Anisha loved participating in the photography program and hopes 
for many more such opportunities to express her pain and her dreams.

Geena was a street child in Kathmandu.  Like the little girl pictured below 
(who dreams of someday being able to read a newspaper), she never went 
to school, supported her family by begging, and was extremely vulnerable 
to trafficking and other forms of exploitation.    Geena is now in our school 
sponsorship program and after starting kindergarten at age 12, is now 
caught up to her age group and planning to become a doctor.

Photo by Sharmila, Vision for 
Empowerment Photography Program
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