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Mission Statement
Made By Survivors/T.E.N. Charities’ mission is to fight human 
trafficking and help survivors rebuild their lives through 
employment, education and empowerment. 

We employ and educate women and children around the world 
who are survivors of slavery and related human rights abuses, 
such as child marriage and child labor, giving them all the tools 
they need to become slavery-proof and independent.

It’s hard to imagine the suffering of a young girl trafficked 
into brothel slavery.  Being sold a second or third time, after 
being rescued, is even more appalling.   Yet tragically, this 

has been the situation for many rescued survivors.  Our work 
focuses on ending this cycle of exploitation, providing the 

tools for survivors and high risk girls to remain free forever.

WHY WE EXIST?

Millions more are trapped in child labor, child marriage, and other 
forms of gender violence. The majority of those trafficked for 

sexual exploitation are women and girls.  

Trafficking, child marriage and child labor cut off education and 
economic opportunities for young people,  blighting their futures 
and leaving them vulnerable to exploitation throughout their lives.  

MADE BY SURVIVORS EXISTS BECAUSE
 GIRLS LIKE THESE DESERVE BETTER

 Over 29 MILLION PEOPLE in our world are ENSLAVED1  

POVERTY, LACK OF EDUCATION and the LOW STATUS OF 
WOMEN are ROOT CAUSES of all of these issues

  Without Intervention, Slavery and Exploitation are 
destined to be repeated, generation after generation

1-ILO Global Estimate of Forced Labor, 2012   



Rescue and Shelter
In the months or years following rescue a safe place to heal, emotionally 
and physically, and to gain life skills.  Many can never return to their 
families, so they need safe shelter until adulthood.  

Together with local partner agencies, we build shelters and expand 
existing shelter facilities, providing a high quality, permanent home to 
hundreds of girls.   Our intention is for each shelter that we are involved 
in to be a beautiful, spacious, comfortable, and loving home.

In 2014, we completed construction of a shelter for 125 girls in 
Jalpaiguri, West Bengal, India.  This was the culmination of a longtime 

dream and three-year fundraising effort, involving many devoted 
volunteers and generous donors.  The first 50 survivors moved into the 

new shelter in February 2015

Some of our Previous Rescue and Aftercare Projects

2010 - Rescue Foundation, Mumbai  Helped to construct a biodiesel 
renewable energy facility, as well as a vocational training building/
schoolhouse
  Cost: $100,000        Survivors Served: 300

2012 - Nijuloy Shelter Home Calcutta  Added a second floor to the 
shelter, providing dormitory space for 25 girls as well as a vocational 
training center 
  Cost $45,000          Survivors Served: 50

2013 -  Rescue   We donated enough money to rescue 200 girls from 
brothels in Mumbai and Pune
  Cost $90,000   Girls Served:  100-200

2014 Programs
The Emancipation Network supports survivors all along their journey from 
rescue to independence, with  a variety of services - including shelter, 

education, and the Made By Survivors employment programs.



Education 
Made By Survivors sponsors the schooling of over 200 child trafficking 
survivors, as well as kids at very high risk - children of trafficked parents, 
kids born in red light districts, border areas, or on the streets. We have 
been sponsoring many of these same kids for 4 or 5 years, and are 
committed to continuing our support as long and far as they want to go 
in life, ending the cycle of slavery and poverty.

2015 Sponsorship Program SItes: 

Apple of God’s Eye, Nepal - 30 kids including trafficking survivors and their 
brothers and sisters from very high risk communities.  13 of our Apple kids have 
now advanced to college

Princess Home, Nepal - 10 high risk girls and former street kids, some living in the 
shelter, others with their families 
        
Ektara, Calcutta - 25 kids from the Topsia slum.  None of the girls in this program 
were able to attend school before this program. Some worked alongide their 
moms as ragpickers

Women’s Interlink Foundation, Calcutta - 25 survivors of brothel slavery, child 
labor or forced begging, and high risk girls born into red light areas   
   

NEW: Womens Interlink foundation, Jalpaiguri, India - Our newest sponsorship 
program (at a shelter we helped build) educates 35 girl survivors in a tea-
growing region, which has been hard hit by labor and sex trafficking 

Freedom School II, Varanasi, India - 55 children who were once enslaved with 
their families in  quarries and brick kilns

NEW: Rescue Foundation, Mumbai, India - 18 girls rescued from brothel slavery 
are sponsored for college or the vocational training of their choice.  These girls 

Why  Quality Education is Vital
Young people who are trafficked, or 
whose parents were trafficked are 
destined to grow up and repeat the 
cycle unless they are given education 
and ongoing support to build a 
different kind of life. 

High quality education, leading to 
college or careers, transforms not only 
the children, but also their families and 
the community, serving as an inspiring 
example to others and ultimately 
bringing sustainable income into the 
family.  Educating a person through 
grade 10 practically ensures that she 
will not be trafficked into slavery, 

Our Commitment to Lifelong Learning

Some of our survivors are rescued in their late teens or as young adults, 
and have never even gone to primary school.  While it may not be 
possible for them to get a formal education, they are still hungry for 
knowledge.  Further education plays an important role in their recovery 
and personal development. 



EMPLOYMENT   
In the Made by Survivors Jewelry 
Program, over 100 survivors in four 
locations in India and Nepal have 
been trained and employed as artisan 
goldsmiths and jewelry designers. 

The jewelry program is a complete 
pathway to independence and 
dignity.  We train and employ 
survivors to become professionals 
and entrepreneurs, leaving poverty 
behind forever.  We are able to 
pay professional wages because 
we balance artisanal techniques 
with sophisticated business process 
management and technology.   

To promote the artisans’ dignity 
and self-determination, we offer 
entrepreneurship training, employee 
ownership, advancement opportunities, 
continuing education, savings plans, 
housing, and other social programs.  
Our jewelers are pioneers as some of 
India’s first women goldsmiths.

The Importance of CHOICES 
Recognizing that each individual 
has unique talents and interests, we 
don’t just offer the same solution for 
everyone.  We also support survivor 
training employment in diverse careers 
ranging from social work, accounting, 
I.T. and nursing, to blockprinting and 
tailoring.   
Having choices in life is especially 
important to slavery survivors, who 
have suffered from a complete loss 
of control and choice in their lives 
previously.

Relevee’s Remarkable Origin Story
Last January, a group of jewelers from our program approached us to share two dreams (after first stunning us 

with a surprise fashion show of their groundbreaking new designs) One dream was to be able to do more jewelry 
designing for MBS, and to be able to proudly put their names or photos on our website next to their designs, 
without customers assuming they are trafficking victims.  They don’t want to be defined by their past, by the 

worst things that happened in their lives.   Instead they want to be seen first as the artists and entrepreneurs and 
community activists that they have become.  In response to this request, we are creating a new brand and  

social purpose jewelry business called Relevee, which will be part-owned by the survivors.

Their second wish was to have their jewelry showcased on a runway in Milan or New York!  I promised them we 
would work on this.  In order to make that dream possible, we needed a more sophisticated look and feel to 

our brand.  Relevée means ‘to rise up’, or ‘to help another person rise’ in French.  Our mission for both the new 
brand, and for all our projects is to help women and children rise from the devastation of their past to create an 

independent, happy future that they never imagined possible.  

Ballygunge Studio Designer-Jewelers with their mentor Eina Ahluwalia   



Funding the Journey to Freedom

 2013 Funding Sources

Grants   $390,541     
Individual Donations  $121,314
Sales Revenue:      $70,318
In-Kind Grant 
of Google Adwords $ 392,561
Total     $904,416 

   2013 Expenditures

Employment Programs  $728,382 (including $392,561 
        use of Google Adwords In-kind grant) 
Education Programs    $25,330   
Shelter Building, Rescue & 
Aftercare Programs    $140,038
Admin/Overhead     $13,132
Fundraising Expenses     $21,003 

2015 (will replace 2013 numbers with 2015 when end of year 
financials are completed

     2014 Funding Sources 

Individual Donations $266,565 
Grants   $122,000 
Profit from Sales   $38,266 
In-Kind Grant 
of Google Adwords $170,132 
Total    $596,963 

(INSERT GRAPH 
for 2015 with end
 of year financials)
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     2014 Expenditures 

Employment  $434,394 (including $170,132 use of In 
             Kind grant of Google Adwords)
Education   $32,416 
Rescue and Aftercare $47,000 
Fundraising expenses $28,700 
Admin/ Overhead  $29,722 
TOTAL    $572,232 
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What Makes Made By Survivors Different? The women and children we serve are survivors of human 
trafficking and other severe human rights abuses.  Typically, 
girls are trafficked from impoverished rural areas in India, 
Bangladesh or Nepal in their early teens.   They are enslaved 
in brothels, where they endure severe physical, sexual and 
emotional abuse and torture.  Even after rescue, they are often 
rejected by their families and villages.  They are blamed for the 
abuse that has been done to them.

Working with this population for the last 10 years, we have 
learned that for people facing the tremendous stigma that 
our survivors face, incremental gains in their economic and 
social status are not enough.    They need a significant increase 
in social status and income, in order to rejoin society, to gain 
decision-making power in the family, and to rebuild their lives.  

This is why we have chosen to focus on high-quality, long term, 
and individualized employment and education, rather than 
offering a quick fix, low-budget, one-size-fits-all solution to large 
numbers of people.  

Our approach takes time, and costs money, but we believe 
that the women and children we serve are worth every minute 
and every penny.  They have tremendous potential, and 
every one of them wants to pay it forward.  Many are already 
rescuing or supporting others.  By empowering them, we are 
creating an corps of activists and social entrepreneurs who can 
end slavery once and for all, who will advocate for a better, 
safer world for women and girls, for generations to come.

Made By Survivors Programs Have a Positive, Long-term Impact:

• improved health, 
• increased literacy 
• decreased rate of re-trafficking or other forms of exploitation, 
• improved self-esteem, 
• better education for the survivors’ children 
• successful reintegration into society.
• Increased participation in the economy (bank accounts, 
buying property, insurance, etc)



Ajay is 9 years old.  Until recently, he labored in a quarry 
alongside his parents, who have been trapped in debt 
slavery for generations.  Now Ajay is in our school sponsorship 
program, and is quickly catching up with his peers, despite 
never having attended school before. 

Anika

Ajay

Kaya

Profiles of Prosperity and Promise
Our work is best explained through the stories of the 
women and children we serve...

Our 2014 Team
Our Staff: 

Sarah Symons, Founder & Executive Director    
John Berger, Founder and CEO
Paul Suit, Managing Director     
Soma Seal, Calcutta Program Manager
Aparna Roy, Jalpaiguri Program Manager   
Robin Rossmanith, Marketing & Operations    
Nafiza Khatun, Jewelry Program Manager, Calcutta
Kalpana Mistry & Soma Halder, Jewelry Center Supervisors
 
  
Board of Directors 

Elizabeth Goldberg, Chairperson - Professor of Human Rights, Babson College 
Sarah Sykora, Chief Marketing Officer, Babson College
Lauren Schwartz, Sales Director at Box.com
Abagail Wittnebert, Author, former Global Sales Director for Enterasys
Diane Davalos Beale, Founder/President of ExpLearn
John Berger and Sarah Symons, Founders &  Directors of MBS/TEN Charities
Cytandra Hoover, MBA Student at Babson College
Amy Rose, Development Director, Diocese of Memphis, TN
Tiffany Weston, Three-time MBS trip volunteer, Weston Foundation Director

        
Academic Partners: 

Babson College, 
Falmouth University (UK), 

Foundation Partners:   

Foster Family Foundation, 
Google Foundation, 
Netsuite Foundation
LUSH Cosmetics Foundation

Anika was rescued in early 2013 from a roadside hotel, where 
she had grown up in slavery with her mother, washing dishes 
and being sold for sex. When she came to the shelter, she 
did not speak and we did not know if it is was due to trauma,  
because of a speech disability, or because she spoke a tribal 
language and not Hindi or Bengali.   She joined our sponsorship 
program, and received counseling and health care in a shelter 
supported by MBS.  One year later, I was stunned to see Anika 
chatting and laughing with her friends like any normal teenager.  
She has recovered to such an extent, that she has been able 
to be restored to extended family members, who are happy to 
welcome her home.

Kaya grew up in a shelter home after she was found begging in 
a red light area as a toddler.   Growing up without a family was 
hard on Kaya.  She suffered from low self-esteem and depression.  
At age 18, she joined our jewelry program and has grown into 
one of our most innovative designers and profilic jewelers.   The 
camaraderie of her fellow jewelry team members, and the 
confidence she has gained as her skills have developed, have 
enabled Kaya to put the past behind her, to move out of the 
shelter and to become a leader and mentor to others.



 
MADE BY SURVIVORS, 

a Project of T.E.N. Charities

PO BOX 3403, ST. AUGUSTINE, FL  32085
800-831-6089          www.MadeBySurvivors.com


