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CLEANING YOUR SUBSTRATE: 
As decorative arts contractors, collectively with more than seventy-five (75) years of painting experience, 
we strongly recommend taking the time to adequately clean your surface to avoid any adhesion issues 
after the fact.  
These steps that are NOT FUN, but they are crucial to a successful end result. 
 
1. Using an abrasive sponge, thoroughly scrub the surface with odorless mineral spirits to remove any 

wax, grease, silicone and dirt which may compromise the paint from adhering to the surface.  IF you 
are working on fine furniture that is very smooth, a lint free rag, fine steel wool and a soft brush to 
work spirits into the grain of the wood may be preferred to the abrasive sponge.  SCRUB THE 
DAYLIGHTS OUT OF IT!   

2.  Continue the process using another abrasive sponge with Krud Kutter, Tri-sodium phosphate, Simple 
Green or any other household cleaner manufactured to remove grease and oil.  These cleaners will 
continue to remove any dirt and grime and de-gloss the surface.   

3.  Finally, neutralize the solvents using a white terry cloth saturated with 1 part white vinegar: 1 part 
warm water. 

4.   When the surface is clean, it will look dull and the cloth will remain clean. . 
5.   ALLOW the surface to dry completely and thoroughly. 
 
Additional hints: 

1. IF your surface has a high gloss finish, we suggest Krud Kutter Deglosser as the first step to the 
cleaning process. 

2. Be sure your mineral spirits are clear and NOT the environmentally safe white formula which we 
find does not work as well. 

3. If you are sure that your substrate was NOT painted with latex or acrylic paint, you may 
substitute denatured alcohol for vinegar water.  The alcohol will remove soap residue, and dry 
faster than water.  Water will raise the grain on raw wood which may require sanding before 
painting. 
 


