
The Hon. Bill Morneau 
Minister of Finance 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6 

January 25th, 2016. 
 
Dear Minister Morneau,  
 
The election in October signalled the beginning of a major evolution with regards to this 
country’s recreational cannabis policies. Today I am writing in hopes of inspiring a 
change to Canada’s medical cannabis policies. 
 
Tens of thousands of Canadians have received authorization for medical cannabis from 
their healthcare provider in order to treat a host of symptoms and medical conditions. 
The cost of this medication is currently subject to federal and provincial sales tax. This is 
inconsistent with treatment of other prescription drugs that are “zero-rated” by the 
Canada Revenue Agency. 
 
On December 16, 2012, then Hon. Minister of Health, Leona Aglukkaq stated that a part 
of her mandate was “to treat marihuana as much as possible like any other narcotic 
used for medical purposes.” 
 
As outlined in the Excise Tax Act, drugs that are prescribed by a healthcare practitioner 
for the personal consumption or use of the individual named in the prescription, and 
which are not available “over the counter,” are zero-rated. 
 
Medical cannabis fits this criterion, as it may only be purchased with the authorization of 
a licensed healthcare practitioner. In fact, the provincial colleges of physicians and 
surgeons of Ontario, British Columbia, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Quebec, 
Saskatchewan, and Newfoundland and Labrador have stated that a medical cannabis 
authorization is akin to a prescription. Taking this into consideration, I respectfully 
request that you work to ensure that medical cannabis is zero-rated. 

This simple measure will make medical cannabis more affordable to the tens of 
thousands of patients who are paying out of pocket for a medicine that improves their 
quality of life.  
 
Please ensure that policies on the taxation of medical cannabis are fair and just, that 
they honour the spirit of our legislation, which clearly states medical necessities are 
exempt from sales tax.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, I look forward to your reply. 
 
Sincerely, 
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