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Question Question Question
No two snowflakes are alike. In fact, every 
snowflake pattern is different! The first 
person to discover this was Wilson Bentley. 
Bentley lived in Vermont around the time the 
first cameras were invented. He wanted to 
capture the beauty of each tiny snowflake 
with a photograph, but he didn't know how to 
do it. One day, Bentley had a very creative 
idea. He decided to put a camera and a 
microscope together and very patiently 
worked for years to get the perfect 

snowflake picture. When he finally found the 
best way to take pictures of snowflakes, he 
took thousands of pictures and shared them 
in books and magazines. Because of Bentley’s 
creative idea, he was known as Snowflake 
Bentley. Many people can now see that there 
really are no two snowflakes alike!

Why did Bentley use a microscope?

A. Bentley wanted to magnify the 
snowflake for the photo.

B. Bentley wanted to perform science 
experiments on snowflakes.

C. Bentley wanted to try out one of the 
first microscopes.

D. Bentley wanted the snowflake to remain 
frozen.

There are many holidays to celebrate during 
the winter! Did you know that people have 
celebrated winter holidays for many years? The 
longest day of the year is called the summer 
solstice and the shortest day of the year is 
called the winter solstice. For the northern half 
of the Earth, which is where Canada, the United 
States, and Europe are located, the winter 
solstice occurs in December. In ancient times, 
many festivals and celebrations were created 
to celebrate the winter solstice. For example, 
the Romans had a feast to welcome the winter 
called “Saturnalia.” This feast celebrated the 
Roman god of harvest and plenty, Saturn. The 
Romans would give gifts to each other and eat 
festive foods all week! Many other people 
celebrated the winter solstice too because 
after this day, the sun grows stronger and its 
light lasts longer. 

Which of the following is NOT true about the 
winter solstice?

A. The winter solstice is the shortest day of the 
year.

B. The winter solstice occurs in December for 
everywhere on Earth.

C. After the winter solstice, we get more hours 
of the sun’s light.

D. The winter solstice was a time for 
celebration in ancient times.

Why does it get cold in winter? The answer 
is scientific! The Earth takes one year to 
travel around the Sun. Because the Earth is 
tilted, sometimes the top and bottom halves 
of the Earth are closer or farther from the 
Sun. This means that the Earth goes through 
temperature cycles, or seasons, like summer 
and winter. When the Earth is tilted away 
from the Sun, it is much colder in the 
northern half of the Earth, especially at the 
North Pole! Freezing winds sweep down from 
the North Pole to bring winter to northern 
countries. Then, when the Earth is tilted 
towards the sun, the ice melts, and the cycle 
begins again. 

What is the effect of the Earth’s tilt as it 
travels around the Sun?

A. The tilt causes the entire Earth to 
become freezing cold all at once.

B. The tilt causes only the North Pole to 
get cold.

C. The tilt causes the Earth to have 
different seasons.

D. The tilt causes the Earth to stop 
travelling around the Sun during winter.
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C. The tilt causes the Earth to have different 

seasons.
B. The winter solstice occurs in December for 

everywhere on Earth.
A. Bentley wanted to magnify the snowflake for 

the photo.
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Question Question Question
Winter is a cool season, which is caused by 
the Earth's tilt away from the Sun.  As the 
Earth moves around the Sun, the top and 
bottom halves of the Earth take turns tilting 
towards and away from the Sun. When the 
top half of the Earth is tilted toward the Sun, 
the bottom half is tilted away from the Sun, 
and vice versa. That means that when it is 
winter on the top of the Earth, it is summer 
on the bottom! During September through 
March, the top half of the Earth tilts away 

from the sun. This makes countries like 
France, Russia, the United States, and Canada 
cold for the holidays. However, countries on 
the bottom half of the Earth are very warm 
during that time! That means people in 
countries like New Zealand and South Africa 
celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas in the 
summer and have winter in June and July!

Which of the following is true?

A. Summer occurs during June and July 
everywhere on Earth.

B. When the top half of the Earth tilts toward 
the Sun, it is summer in the bottom half.

C. The top and bottom halves of the Earth tilt 
towards the Sun at the same time.

D. When the bottom half of the Earth tilts 
toward the Sun, it is winter in the top half.

Every year in Sweden, since 1989, a large art 
gallery and hotel that is made entirely out of 
ice is built. This large, beautiful ice hotel is 
carved from the ice of a wide river that 
freezes over in the winter. Because the river 
is close to the Arctic Circle, the hotel and 
the icy art inside of it stays frozen for the 
entire winter! The ice hotel has beautiful ice 
sculptures and warm, soft beds or sleeping 
bags so that guests stay toasty warm. Over 
50,000 people come to stay at the ice hotel 
every year, and some people even get 
married inside! When the spring returns in 
March, the ice hotel closes because its ice 
melts back into the river until the next 
winter.

What was the author’s purpose of writing 
this passage?

A. To persuade the reader to visit the ice 
hotel in Sweden

B. To entertain the reader with a story 
about staying in the ice hotel

C. To describe the ice hotel in Sweden
D. To teach the reader how to build an ice 

hotel

Every snowflake is unique because of the 
way it is made. Scientists like to call 
snowflakes “snow crystals” because they are 
actually beautiful crystals made from 
freezing water. First, each snowflake starts 
from a “seed” in the air, like a speck of dust. 
Next, water in the air freezes onto the speck 
of dust. The snow crystal grows bigger and 
bigger as more water freezes onto it. 
Because water likes to freeze in the shape 
of a hexagon, every snowflake has six sides. 
Finally, as the snowflake tumbles to the 
ground, it may become colder or warmer, 
or it may bump into other snowflakes. This 
makes its pattern unique. You can see from 
pictures of snowflakes that no two are the 
same.

Which of the following happens first?

A. The snowflake changes shape due to 
changing temperatures.

B. Water in the air freezes onto a speck 
of dust.

C. More water in the air causes the snow 
crystal to grow bigger and bigger.

D. The snow crystal changes shape as it 
bumps into other snowflakes.
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B. Water in the air freezes onto a speck of dust. C. To describe the ice hotel in Sweden D. When the bottom half of the Earth tilts toward 

the Sun, it is winter in the top half.
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Question Question Question
Twins are sometimes very different, and 
Sam and David were indeed very different 
twin brothers. Sam was fast and David was 
slow. Sam was silly and David liked to think. 
Sam liked chocolate milk and David liked plain 
milk. 
One day when they were playing outside in 
the snow, Sam and David had a contest. 
“Whoever finds the biggest icicle wins!” said 
Sam. 
They both scurried off to look high and low. 
When they got back to the front yard, they 
both had the biggest icicle! Sam's icicle was 
short and wide, but David's icicle was very 
long and skinny. 
“I guess we both win!” laughed David. 

Why did both twins win the contest?

A. They are twins and they didn’t want 
the other one to feel badly.

B. They both found the same number of 
icicles.

C. They both found the exact same-sized 
icicle.

D. They didn’t say whether the biggest 
icicle meant the widest one or the 
longest one.

Everyone on Pine Drive stayed away from Mr. 
Kol’s house. Mr. Kol was very grumpy. Nobody, 
not even the postman, would knock on his door. 
In truth, Mr. Kol was just very sad and lonely. 
One winter, Mr. Kol peeked out of his window. 
There, on his front yard, was a snowman! 
“HUMPH!” said Mr. Kol. 
He went outside, but nobody was around. The 
snowman had a scarf. He took the scarf and 
went inside. The next week, another snowman 
appeared. It had a candy cane for a nose. 
“HUMPH!” said Mr. Kol, and he took the candy 
cane inside. 
By the end of winter, Mr. Kol looked forward to 
the snowmen. The last time it snowed, Mr. Kol
went into the dark night, built his own snowman, 
and left it with a thank you gift. In the morning, 
he peeked out his front door. The snowman was 
still there in the morning light, but the present 
was gone. Mr. Kol smiled. 
“Hmm!” he said, and he went back inside.

How does Mr. Kol feel about the snowmen by 
the end of the story?

A. Frustrated
B. Happy
C. Disappointed
D. Furious

Eric woke up early every morning during 
winter vacation to practice hockey on the 
frozen pond behind his house. Sometimes, his 
uncle would come and help him learn new 
hockey moves. One morning, Eric and his 
uncle were laughing and whizzing around on 
the ice. Their skates went whoosh, whoosh, 
whoosh. Suddenly, they heard a noise – SNAP! 
Eric and his Uncle stopped and looked 
around, but all they could see was snow! 
They started to play hockey again. CRACK! 
“What was that?” asked Eric. 
They both turned around to see a visitor on 
the ice! Eric and his uncle stood very still. 
There was a beautiful animal on the ice with 
them! It had red fur, sparkling eyes, and a 
big, bushy tail. 
“Hello, there!” said Eric. “Do you want to play, 
too?” 
The animal quickly scurried away!

Which of the following words used in the 
story is NOT an example of onomatopoeia?

A. Bushy
B. Crack
C. Snap
D. Whoosh
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A. Bushy B. Happy D. They didn’t say whether the biggest icicle meant 

the widest one or the longest one.


