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Question Question Question
There are many stories about a man named 
Valentine. Each story is a little different, but 
they all end the same way: Valentine dies a 
martyr. A martyr is someone who suffers a lot 
or is killed for believing in a cause. One legend 
says that Valentine was a priest who lived 
during the third century in Rome. Emperor 
Claudius II, the ruler of Rome, believed that 
single men would make a better army, and so he 
made marriage illegal in his empire. Valentine 
disagreed with the law and decided to marry 
young couples in secret. When Emperor 
Claudius II found out, he arrested Valentine. 
When Valentine refused to give up his beliefs 
about marriage, Emperor Claudius II sentenced 
Valentine to death. While in prison, Valentine 
sent letters to his friends, in which he asked 
them to “Remember your Valentine.” People 
celebrate Valentine’s Day on February 14th

because that’s the day Valentine was killed. 

According to this legend, which of the following 
explains why Valentine died a martyr?

A. He was killed for believing that people 
should be allowed to get married.

B. He died of natural causes.
C. He was a priest who died before he could 

ever get married.
D. He fought in the Roman army and was killed 

in battle.

Although we give candies, cards, and roses on 
Valentine’s Day in the United States, other 
countries have different traditions that are 
much older and quite fun! In Britain, sweet plum 
buns called Valentine Buns are made for 
Valentine’s Day. In Denmark, a man can send a 
“joking letter” to a woman. Instead of signing his 
name on this love letter, he puts one dot for 
each letter in his name, and the woman has to 
guess! In Japan, there are actually two days to 
celebrate love: Valentine’s Day on February 14th

and White Day on March 14th. On Valentine’s Day, 
Japanese women may buy a gift or make 
special homemade treats or chocolates for 
their boyfriends. On White Day, if the man likes 
the woman who gave him the gift, he gives her 
the same gift to show his affection! Even though 
Valentine’s Day is celebrated in different ways 
around the world, it is always a holiday to 
celebrate love.

What is the main idea of this passage?

A. The United States has better Valentine’s 
Day traditions than other countries.

B. Different countries have different 
Valentine’s Day traditions.

C. Only the United States, Britain, Denmark, 
and Japan celebrate Valentine’s Day.

D. Japan has two holidays to celebrate love.

The most popular Valentine’s Day candy is 
“Sweethearts,” the small, colorful hearts with 
amusing sayings on them. They were invented in 
1866 by Oliver Chase, a man who used a machine to 
press food dye onto candies that his brother made. 
Since then, new kinds of Sweethearts have been 
invented. Sour Sweethearts, chocolate 
Sweethearts, sugar-free Sweethearts, and even 
Sweethearts in Spanish can be purchased! One fun 
tradition that Sweethearts has is a coloring 
contest for children. The child who comes up with 
the most creative design gets a grand prize and 
can pick a new saying for the next year! Every 
year, billions of Sweethearts are made for 
customers all around the world. The popularity of 
Sweethearts even beats out chocolate, making it 
an all-around great way to say “I love you” on 
Valentine’s Day. 

Which of the following sentences from the 
passage contains only facts?

A. The most popular Valentine’s Day candy are 
“Sweethearts,” the small, colorful hearts 
with amusing sayings on them.

B. One fun tradition that Sweethearts has is a 
coloring contest for children.

C. Every year, billions of Sweethearts are made 
for customers all around the world.

D. The popularity of Sweethearts even beats 
out chocolate, making it an all-around great 
way to say “I love you” on Valentine’s Day. 
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Answer:
C. Every year, billions of Sweethearts are made 

for customers all around the world.
B. Different countries have different Valentine’s 

Day traditions.
A. He was killed for believing that people should be 

allowed to get married.
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Question Question Question
Everyone in Mrs. Daleny’s class was excited to 
exchange Valentine cards! Rosa hoped that she 
would get lots of chocolate because chocolate 
was her favorite! She placed her own Valentine 
cards, complete with chocolate hearts, in 
everybody’s bag. Then, she sat down at her desk 
to see what Valentine cards she had received! Len 
had given everyone gummy eyeballs and a card 
that said “I’ve got my EYE on you!” Rosa thought 
that was amusing. Claire had given everyone 
whistles that looked like mustaches. Rosa blew her 
whistle the loudest! As Rosa looked through her 
bag full of cards and treats, she noticed that 
there wasn’t much chocolate. She tried to keep 
smiling even though she was bummed. Rosa dug to 
the bottom of the bag to find her favorite 
Valentine of all. No, it wasn’t chocolate! It was a 
card from her best friend that said “Rosa, you 
make me feel like a million dollars!” It had candy 
coins inside. Rosa knew that she could have a 
really wonderful Valentine’s Day, even if she 
didn’t get that much chocolate!

How does Rosa feel right before finding the 
card from her best friend?

A. Jealous
B. Disappointed
C. Excited
D. Satisfied

Lola and Lindsey were cousins, but they went 
everywhere together like they were twins! Lola 
and Lindsey gave their dogs a bath together, 
they read the same books together, and they 
even played soccer on the same team! On 
Valentine’s Day, they both rushed to the park to 
show each other their Valentine’s Day cards 
with candy. Lola spread hers out on a picnic 
table. 
“Let’s count them!” she said. “Then we can 
trade some!” 
“Okay!” said Lindsey, and they began to count. 
“20, 21, 22!” said Lola, flinging her last card 
down with a smile. But Lindsey looked sad. 
“Oh, I only have 21,” she said. “How are we 
supposed to trade if you have more?” 
Lola looked through her pile. “Look what I 
found!” She held up a Valentine that had two 
candy bracelets. This will make things perfect!” 

What do you think will most likely happen next?

A. Lola will decide not to trade with Lindsey 
because she has way more candy.

B. Lola will become jealous of Lindsey’s candy 
and will walk away.

C. Lola will give Lindsay one of the candy 
bracelets so that they each have 22 candies 
to trade.

D. It will begin to rain and they will have to go 
inside to trade candies.

Mark and my mom sat at the kitchen table. My 
mom was trying to feed peas to my little brother 
John, but he kept smiling and spitting them out. I 
was trying to glue this Valentine’s Day heart card 
together for a girl at school who I had a crush on. 
Unfortunately, it was a complete disaster! 
“Why am I so bad at arts and crafts!” I exclaimed. 
Mark smiled and came over to me. “Here, let me 
help!” he said. “I’m sure you’ll have a beautiful 
Valentine heart in no time. Do you know where the 
name Valentine’s Day comes from?” 
“Uhh, is it named after a candy?” I asked. 
Mark chuckled. “No, but good guess! Try again!” 
“Hmm, is it named after a person?” 
“Bingo!” said Mark. He pushed the glue on my paper 
heart together and it stuck at last! “Valentine’s Day 
is named after the legend of St. Valentine. He was 
a kind person who helped people in love long ago.”
“Just like you helped me with my art project?” I 
asked, and we all laughed together. 

According to the narrator, how is Mark like St. 
Valentine?

A. Like St. Valentine, Mark is making something 
for someone he loves.

B. Like St. Valentine, Mark knows how to make 
Valentine’s Day cards.

C. Like St. Valentine, Mark knows where the 
name Valentine’s Day comes from.

D. Like St. Valentine, Mark helped him with his 
“love” problem.
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Answer:
D. Like St. Valentine, Mark helped him with his “love” 

problem.
C. Lola will give Lindsay one of the candy bracelets 

so that they each have 22 candies to trade.
B. Disappointed


