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Question Question Question
Americans were not the first to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. Many Native American 
Indians celebrated the harvest season 
with a large feast. Did you know that 
Canadians celebrate Thanksgiving, too? 
In fact, they celebrated Thanksgiving 40 
years before the pilgrims came to America! 
When French settlers came, they had a 
feast called “The Order of Good Cheer” in 
November. Every year, Canadians 
celebrate Thanksgiving on the second 
Monday of October. That is over a month 
before the American Thanksgiving!

What is the main idea of this 
passage?

A. Canadians celebrate 
Thanksgiving too.

B. Native American Indians 
celebrated the harvest season.

C. The Canadian Thanksgiving 
happens over a month before 
the American Thanksgiving.

D. Other people celebrated 
Thanksgiving before the 
Americans did.

In the past, only some Americans 
celebrated Thanksgiving.  Some states 
celebrated Thanksgiving as early as 
October, some states celebrated it as late 
as January, and some states didn't 
celebrate it at all. However, in 1846, an 
editor named Sarah Josepha Hale started 
campaigning for Thanksgiving to become a 
national holiday.  She wrote letters to 
each President for over seventeen years! 
Finally, in 1863, her letter to President 
Abraham Lincoln worked.  President 
Abraham Lincoln thought that 
celebrating Thanksgiving would be a good 
way to help Americans get together after 
the Civil War. Thanks to Ms. Hale, 
President Lincoln made Thanksgiving a 
national holiday! Now, all Americans 
celebrate Thanksgiving on the last 
Thursday in November. 

Based on what you read, which 
adjective best describes Sarah 

Josepha Hale?

A. Courageous
B. Humble
C. Determined
D. Generous

Americans eat a lot of turkey on 
Thanksgiving! Every year, the President 
of the United States pardons one turkey 
from being dinner at the Presidential 
Turkey Pardon. In 2014, President Obama 
pardoned two turkeys: Mac and Cheese!  
Mr. Obama said, “Today, I’m taking an 
action fully within my legal authority —
the same kind of action taken by 
Democrats and Republican presidents 
before me — to spare the lives of two 
turkeys, Mac and Cheese, from a terrible 
and delicious fate.” Later, there was a 
contest to see which turkey, Mac or 
Cheese, would be the officially pardoned 
turkey. Even though Cheese won, both 
turkeys still lived happily ever after.

What is the best synonym for the 
word “pardoned” in this passage?

A. Killed
B. Excused
C. Ate
D. Punished
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B. Excused C. Determined D. Other people celebrated Thanksgiving 

before the Americans did.
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Question Question Question
Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful and 
celebrate with family and friends. 
However, many people do not have turkey 
or even dinner for Thanksgiving. Giving to 
a food bank or shelter can make a big 
difference! Donating frozen turkeys, 
instant mashed potatoes and canned 
vegetables can help a family in need. 
Volunteering with your family to feed 
others at a soup kitchen can help. 
Sometimes, just bringing a pie to your 
neighbors or inviting a friend for dinner 
can make someone else's Thanksgiving a 
lot better. Helping others shows how 
thankful you are, and being thankful is 
what Thanksgiving is all about!

Which of the following best describes 
the author’s purpose for writing 

this passage?

A. To persuade readers to help 
others in need during 
Thanksgiving

B. To inform readers about the 
purpose of Thanksgiving

C. To entertain readers with a 
story about people helping 
people during Thanksgiving

D. To inform readers about the 
benefits of giving during 
Thanksgiving

At the first American Thanksgiving, there 
were no mashed potatoes, pumpkin pie, or 
even forks to eat with! The settlers did not 
have fancy kitchens or spices, or even 
much food. The Wampanoag Indians 
brought food for the settlers' feast out of 
kindness. The Wampanoag Indians 
brought oysters and clams from the 
ocean, hot corn mash, berries, roasted 
squash, deer, and fowl. This may sound like 
an odd dinner, but the settlers did not 
have much. To them, it was a great feast! 
Without the kindness of the Wampanoag 
Indians, the first Thanksgiving would 
have been a disaster. The settlers had the 
Wampanoag to thank for this strange but 
delicious meal.  

According to the author, why would 
the first Thanksgiving have been a 
disaster without the Wampanoag?

A. The settlers would not have had 
mashed potatoes or pumpkin pie 
at their feast.

B. The settlers would not have 
known how to prepare the food 
they’d hunted and collected.

C. The settlers would have been 
attacked by other Indians 
during their feast.

D. The settlers would not have had 
much food for their feast.

Did you know the day before Thanksgiving 
is the busiest travel day of the year? If 
your family is going far and wide for 
Thanksgiving, here are some fun games to 
play! See who can spot the most license 
plates from different states. Cat’s Cradle 
is a fun string game to learn from a 
friend, and all you need is some yarn to 
play! Print out Travel Bingo cards before 
you go. The first person to spot all of the 
items for Bingo gets a prize. Don’t forget 
fun snacks, sing-along songs and a big 
book of jokes. Blankets, pillows and paper 
towels will make your trip comfy and 
clean, too. Bon Voyage!

Which of the following best describes 
the author’s purpose for writing 

this passage?

A. To persuade readers to drive 
instead of fly for Thanksgiving

B. To persuade readers to travel 
instead of stay home for 
Thanksgiving

C. To inform readers about fun 
things to do in the car while 
travelling for Thanksgiving

D. To entertain readers with fun 
games and activities
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C. To inform readers about fun things to 

do in the car while travelling for 
Thanksgiving

D. The settlers would not have had much 
food for their feast.

A. To persuade readers to help others in 
need during Thanksgiving
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Question Question Question
Carlos and his sisters, Josie and Rosa, lived 
on a big spaceship. When Carlos wasn’t in 
school, he liked to watch his sisters build 
crazy robots. Once they built a robot that 
could bring you snacks and juice, and 
another robot that could answer any 
question. Josie and Rosa would not let him 
see their new robot, though. It was a 
surprise for Thanksgiving. Carlos was 
very curious. One night, he snuck through 
the spaceship when everyone was sleeping. 
He crept into Josie and Rosa’s robot shop. 
Under a big white sheet, he found a giant 
turkey robot! Just then, the lights came 
on. 
“Yikes!” said Carlos. He jumped to hide, 
and the turkey robot fell and broke. 
Josie ran into the room. “Who is there?” 
she asked. Then, Josie started crying.
Carlos stood up and said, “I’m so sorry 
that the robot fell, Josie. It was an 
accident. I’ll help you put it back 
together.”
“I’m still upset, but I feel much better 
that you came forward and told me,” Josie 
replied. 

What is the theme of this passage?

A. Lock the door when you don’t 
want anyone to enter.

B. Be careful of fragile things.
C. It’s better to tell the truth.
D. Carlos knocked over the robot.

“Your cousin Ruth is coming for 
Thanksgiving,” said Kate’s mom, “But she 
is a vegetarian. I want her to be able to 
eat everything at our Thanksgiving.” 
“What is a vegetarian?” asked Kate. 
“A vegetarian is someone who doesn’t eat 
meat, like turkey.” 
“I have a friend at school who doesn’t eat 
meat!” said Kate. “I can ask her what she 
likes to eat on Thanksgiving.” 
“That’s very thoughtful,” said Kate’s 
mom. 
On Thanksgiving, Ruth was very surprised 
to see delicious salads, sweet potatoes 
with crispy marshmallows, cornbread, 
vegetable pizzas and even a tofu turkey! 
“Thank you,” she said to Kate and her 
mom. “You both made this a very yummy 
vegetarian Thanksgiving!”

Which of the following foods would 
Kate and her mom NOT chosen to 

serve to Ruth?

A. Cranberry sauce
B. Stuffing with sausage
C. Pumpkin pie
D. Roasted carrots and squash

Nida was excited. Today was a very 
important day! He had practiced for 
months and months with his team, and 
today was finally the big game. Nida
packed his uniform, his pads, and his lucky 
helmet into the car. His family drove to 
the field and sat in the bleachers with 
banners and popcorn! The cool fall leaves 
swirled in the wind as the marching band 
began to play. Nida put on his helmet and 
ran onto the field.  He took his place at the 
35-yard line. 

What is Nida doing today?

A. He is playing baseball.
B. He is rollerblading.
C. He is biking.
D. He is playing football.
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D. He is playing football. B. Stuffing with sausage C. It’s better to tell the truth.


