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An organization known as the International Union for Conservation of Nature, or the IUCN, keeps track of the 
animals in the world. The IUCN makes different lists of animal species. The lists tell us how much danger a species is 

in. There are lists for animals that are extinct, animals that are almost extinct, animals that are in a lot of danger, 
animals that are in a little danger, and animals that are not in danger. The lists help people decide how to help save 
the animals that are facing extinction. 

Which of the following best summarizes this passage?

A. The IUCN makes lists that tell us how much danger certain animals are in.
B. It’s too late to save extinct species, but we can still take action to help endangered species.
C. It’s important to make lists to help organize everything that humans know about animals.
D. The IUCN saves animals when they are in trouble.

As far as humans know, Earth is the only planet in the universe that supports life. In fact, there is life everywhere 
on Earth, even in Antarctica, the coldest place on Earth. Plants such as algae, Antarctic hair grass, and Antarctic 

pearlwort live in the Antarctic. Penguins, whales, and seals all live in the Antarctic during the warmer seasons and 
move north when it gets too cold. Even humans visit there to conduct science experiments and learn about the 
environment, but they must bring their own food and supplies.

Which of the following best summarizes this passage?
A. Antarctic hair grass and Antarctic pearlwort are plants that can be found in Antarctica.

B. There might be life on other planets, but if so, it hasn’t been discovered yet.
C. Penguins, whales, and seals migrate to find livable weather conditions. 
D. Although it is very cold in Antarctica, several life forms can be found there.

Baby koalas, called joeys, have a unique diet that changes as they grow. They start out drinking their mothers’ milk, 
and eventually move on to eating solid food, such as eucalyptus leaves. The first solid food a joey eats is poop. A 

joey’s young digestive system and immune system can’t handle full eucalyptus leaves, so the joey eats the leaves 
that have already been digested by its mother. Eventually, when the joey grows up a little, it can eat fresh 
eucalyptus leaves.

Which of the following best summarizes this passage?
A. Koalas eat each others’ poop.

B. A baby koala is called a joey.
C. A koala joey’s diet changes as its digestive and immune systems grow.
D. Eucalyptus leaves are too big for a baby koala to eat.
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A. The IUCN makes lists that tell us how much danger certain animals are in.

D. Although it is very cold in Antarctica, several life forms can be found there.

C. A koala joey’s diet changes as its digestive and immune systems grow.
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Sometimes a person who has difficulties using his or her legs can get around by using a wheelchair.  Wheels can 
help animals, too.  Chance the dog was hit by a car, and after the accident, his hind legs didn’t work. He was then 

adopted by Michael, a person who uses a wheelchair. Michael helped Chance get wheels that attach to the dog’s 
body and help him run. Now Chance can run beside Michael’s wheelchair when they go out to play. Michael says that 
Chance is a great friend for him because they have similar difficulties.

Which of the following best summarizes this passage?

A. Chance is a dog who was hurt by a moving car and who now uses a wheelchair to get around.
B. Michael, a man who uses a wheelchair, helped his injured dog get a wheelchair, too.
C. Michael is a man who uses a wheelchair to get around because he cannot walk.
D. Chance and Michael are great friends because dogs are a man’s best friend.

Cats usually use a litter box to do their bathroom business, but some cat owners have been able to teach their cats 
to use a toilet, instead. Lisa Owen of Houston, Texas, trained her cat Nate to sit on the toilet seat and let his waste 

fall into the bowl. First, she put a litter box on top of the toilet seat for several days. Then, she moved the litter into 
a special training seat that sat in the toilet. Finally, after the cat was used to using the toilet with the training seat, 
she removed the training seat and litter, and Nate was able to use the toilet. He never learned to flush, though.

Which of the following best summarizes this passage?

A. By taking small steps one at a time, Lisa was able to train Nate to use a toilet instead of a litter box.
B. All cats are smart enough to use toilets, but they must be given the proper training for how to do so.
C. Toilets and litter boxes are both good places for cats to do their bathroom business.
D. Cats can learn anything if you give them enough time and practice.

There are always humans who are trying to save animals, but sometimes animals do the same for humans. In New Zealand, 
a lifeguard named Rob Howes was swimming with his daughter and her friends when some dolphins came and surrounded 
them. When Howes looked around, he saw a shark coming in their direction. The dolphins kept the people surrounded, 
protecting them from the shark until the shark swam away. In California, some dolphins saved a surfer named Todd Endris 

after a shark bit him. Todd swam away, but was too tired and hurt to swim quickly, so a pod of dolphins surrounded him to 
protect him until he could get back to shore.

Which of the following best summarizes this passage?
A. When swimming in the ocean, it is safest to surround yourself with dolphins.

B. People are always trying to save dolphins, but sometimes they can’t.
C. Dolphins will always stand up to sharks when they see a shark threatening a human.
D. Dolphins have saved humans from shark attacks on multiple occasions.
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B. Michael, a man who uses a wheelchair, helped his injured dog get a wheelchair, too.

A. By taking small steps one at a time, Lisa was able to train Nate to use a toilet instead of a litter box.

D. Dolphins have saved humans from shark attacks on multiple occasions.


