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Question Question Question
Every day this week, Laura had watched the 
other kids on her street riding their bicycles 

while she dreamt of riding one of her own. She 
had even picked out the one she wanted. It was 
a shiny blue one with yellow ribbons on the 
handlebars. But, she had just one problem. It 

wasn’t anywhere near her birthday, and she 
didn’t have enough money to buy a bicycle on 
her own. Then, on Friday, she had an idea. She 
would go to every house in her neighborhood to 

see if the owners wanted to hire her to do any 
yard work or pet care. She got three jobs lined 
up for the weekend. Laura did the work and 
was paid. She did this every weekend until she 

had enough money to buy the bicycle.

Which is the best summary of this story?

A. Laura didn’t have enough money to buy 
the bicycle that she wanted, so she did 
work in her neighborhood to earn it.

B. Laura wanted to ride a bicycle, but she 

didn’t have one, so she asked her 
neighbors to donate some money.

C. On Friday, Laura had the idea to do some 
extra work to earn money.

D. Laura’s problem was that everyone 
except her knew how to ride a bicycle, and 
so she needed someone to teach her.

Susan listened to her brother Jacob practice 
playing his guitar every afternoon. She loved the 

sound of the guitar, and she wished that she 
could play it, too. Occasionally, Jacob let her 
hold his guitar and pluck its strings, but holding 
it wasn’t the same as truly playing it. One day, 

when Jacob had finished his guitar practice, he 
handed the guitar to Susan.
Susan asked, “Will you please teach me how to 
play it?”

“Of course,” he said, and he showed her how to 
hold the guitar. Then he taught her the names 
of the strings and how to play a chord. 
After just a few quick lessons, Susan could 

finally play a real song.

Which is the best summary of this story?

A. Susan wanted to play the guitar, but her 
brother wouldn’t let her, so she asked 
nicely.

B. Susan wanted to play the guitar, but didn’t 

know how, so she asked her brother to 
teach her.

C. Susan knew how to play the guitar, but 
her brother could play it better, so she 

asked him to help her.
D. Susan loved the sound of the guitar, but 

not her brother’s playing, so she asked him 
to let her play.

Zainab loved to play with her friends, and one 
afternoon, she had an idea. 

“Mom,” she said, “I really want Lisa and Dave to 
come over so we can make a club and build a 
club house with the couch cushions.”
“No,” her mother replied, “I need the house to 

be quiet today because I have work to do.” 
Zainab was disappointed, so she went to her 
room and thought until she had another idea. 
“Mom,” she called down the stairs, “what if we 

play outside?”
“That would be fine,” Zainab’s mom said.
Soon, Dave, Lisa, and Zainab had made a new 
club and were building their club house in the 

backyard with the patio chairs.

Which is the best summary of this story?

A. Zainab wanted to play with her friends, but 
her mother was too busy, so they built a 
club house with couch cushions.

B. Zainab was disappointed because she 
couldn’t build a club house, so she called her 
friends to come over and play.

C. Because Zainab’s mother needed the house 
to be quiet, Zainab couldn’t play inside with 
her friends, and so they played outside.

D. Building a couch cushion club house was so 
important to Zainab that she decided to 
disobey her mother and build one anyway.
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C. Because Zainab’s mother needed the house to be 
quiet, Zainab couldn’t play inside with her friends, 

and so they played outside.

B. Susan wanted to play the guitar, but didn’t know 
how, so she asked her brother to teach her.

A. Laura didn’t have enough money to buy the 
bicycle that she wanted, so she did work in her 

neighborhood to earn it.
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Deepthi was worried because the ballet recital 
was only a week away. She had started ballet 

classes a month ago, and she still didn’t have all 
the steps down. She could do the dance during 
ballet class, when she could see Ms. Lila doing 
the steps, but not when she practiced at home. 

“I wish I could bring Ms. Lila home to practice 
with me,” she thought. 
Then, she thought of a way that she could bring 
Ms. Lila home. She took a video camera to her 

dance class and asked Ms. Lila to do the recital 
dance while Deepthi recorded it. Deepthi took 
her recording home, practiced while watching it, 
and learned the dance just in time for the 

recital.

Which is the best summary of this story?

A. Deepthi recorded Ms. Lila doing the dance 
steps so she could watch the video instead 

of going to the recital.
B. Ms. Lila wanted Deepthi to learn the dance 

steps in time for the recital, but Deepthi
struggled to do them correctly.

C. Deepthi and Ms. Lila wanted to make a 
video for the dance recital, but Deepthi
didn’t know how to dance well.

D. Because she struggled to do the steps on 

her own, Deepthi recorded her teacher 
and practiced the dance at home until she 
knew it for the recital.

“I want Wheaty Flakes!” Vani called, hurrying 
down the stairs in hopes of getting the last bowl 
of her favorite cereal. But when she got to the 
kitchen, she saw her sister Aashi munching away 
on the last of the Wheaty Flakes.
“Oh, I really wanted those,” Vani complained. 
“Now what will I have for breakfast?”
“Sorry,” Aashi mumbled through a mouthful of 
cereal, “but if you like them so much, go get 
some more.”
“Yeah!” Vani said, and started working on a plan to 
get more cereal. She counted her money, put it in 
her pocket, and asked her mom if she could ride 
her bicycle to the store.
Within an hour, Vani was back in the kitchen, 
eating from her very own box of Wheaty Flakes.

Which is the best summary of this story?

A. Vani wanted some Wheaty Flakes, but Aashi
had eaten the last of them, and so Vani 
went to the store and bought her own box.

B. Vani loved Wheaty Flakes so much that she 
didn’t want to share with her sister, and so 
she bought her own box.

C. Aashi wouldn’t let Vani have any Wheaty
Flakes because they were her favorite, and 
so she suggested that Vani get her own box.

D. Vani and Aashi ran out of cereal, so they 
rode their bicycles to the store together to 
buy some more.

Patrice’s favorite movies were martial arts 
movies starring her favorite actors, Jackie 

Chan, Bruce Lee, and Chuck Norris. She would 
watch movies with those actors every chance 
she got, imitating their swift kicks and sharp 
punches. 

“I wish I could be a black belt,” Patrice said to 
her friends at school one morning.
“I am a black belt,” Anna said. “I go to karate 
classes three times a week. Why don’t you 

come with me?”
Patrice thought that was a great idea, and 
joined Anna’s karate class. Soon she had her 
first colored belt — a yellow one — and was on 

her way to achieving her goal of black belt.

Which is the best summary of this story?

A. Patrice was a yellow belt in karate and 
wished she was a black belt, so she asked 

Anna for help.
B. Patrice wanted to be a black belt in 

karate, but she didn’t know karate, and so 
she started taking classes to learn.

C. Patrice wanted to be in movies like Jackie 
Chan and Chuck Norris, but she didn’t 
know how to do karate, and so she took a 
class with her friend Anna.

D. Patrice loved karate, but didn’t know how 
to become a black belt, so she asked Anna 
for more information.
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B. Patrice wanted to be a black belt in karate, but 
she didn’t know karate, and so she started taking 

classes to learn.

A. Vani wanted some Wheaty Flakes, but Aashi had 
eaten the last of them, and so Vani went to the 

store and bought her own box.

D. Because she struggled to do the steps on her 
own, Deepthi recorded her teacher and practiced 

the dance at home until she knew it for the recital.


