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Question Question Question
Many stories have been told about the legend of 
St. Patrick, but very little is actually known 
about his life. We know that St. Patrick, now the 
Patron Saint of Ireland, was born in Britain in 
386 A.D. When he was just 16 years old, he was 
captured by Irish raiders at his family’s home. 
The raiders brought him to Ireland, where he 
worked in captivity as a shepherd. For 6 long 
years, St. Patrick tended sheep, praying to God 
to save him. Finally, he escaped back to Britain 
and spent 15 years studying the Christian 
religion. After St. Patrick became a priest, the 
Church sent him back to Ireland because he 
already knew the language and customs of the 
Irish. His mission was to convert the Irish to 
Christianity in order to bring peace. However, 
instead of getting rid of important Irish rituals 
and symbols, he chose to incorporate them into 
his teachings.

Based on what you just read, which is the most 
likely reason St. Patrick is well-known in Ireland?

A. St. Patrick was very successful at raising 
sheep while in captivity.

B. The Irish feel badly for capturing St. 
Patrick during his youth.

C. St. Patrick brought religion to many by 
incorporating existing Irish customs.

D. St. Patrick was the only priest at the time 
who had been born in Ireland.

Everyone has probably wondered if there is 
really gold at the end of a rainbow. However, 
have you ever wondered what rainbows are? 
When you see light shine through a diamond 
or crystal, it sparkles. If you look closer, 
those sparkles are actually all tiny rainbows! 
When you shine light at a diamond, the light 
goes through the air first, then through the 
diamond, and then to your eyes. Because light 
cannot travel very fast as it passes through a 
diamond, the light refracts – that is, it bends 

- as it slows down. When light refracts, you 
can see all of the rainbow colors in light. 
Raindrops in the sky after a rainstorm work 
the same way! Sunlight goes through the air, 
then through the tiny raindrops, and then to 
your eyes. The light refracts as it passes 
through the raindrops and shows all of the 
beautiful colors in a rainbow. So, rainbows are 
just a really neat light trick!

Which is the best definition for the word 
“refract”?

A. To shine through
B. To change direction
C. To display a rainbow of colors
D. To allow light to pass

If you attend any party or event on St. 
Patrick’s Day, you will see lots of people 
wearing green. For St. Patrick’s Day, stores 
sell green t-shirts, green hats, green 
necklaces, green scarves, green face paint, 
and much more! That’s because green is the 
official color of St. Patrick’s Day.  While there 
isn’t one particular reason for this, green is 
the color of the vast Irish countryside, and it 
is one of the three colors of the Irish flag. 
On top of that, there is a legend that says 

you must wear green on St. Patrick’s Day or 
else you will be pinched! Nobody is quite sure 
how this legend started, but most people 
agree that it is actually an Irish-American 
tradition. The legend says that wearing green 
will make you invisible to silly leprechauns. If 
you do not wear green, the leprechauns can 
see you and will pinch you. Ouch!

Which is NOT a reason why green is the official 
color of St. Patrick’s Day?

A. Stores decided to sell many green items.
B. An old legend says that leprechauns will 

pinch people who do not wear green on 
St. Patrick’s Day.

C. Green is a color on the flag of Ireland.
D. Much of the land in Ireland is green.
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Answer:
A. Stores decided to sell many green items. B. To change direction C. St. Patrick brought religion to many by 

incorporating existing Irish customs.
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Question Question Question
Lify the leprechaun was very sleepy. This morning, 
he was in charge of keeping an eye on all of the 
gold, but he loved to stay in his little warm bed. 
“Get up, Lify!” yelled the head leprechaun, Feil. 
But Lify could barely open one eye! 
“Fine,” grumbled Feil, as he toddled over to the 
stove. “I have a magical stew recipe that will cure 
your sleepiness. If only I can remember what it is!” 
Fiel mumbled to himself as he made the stew. 
“Hmmm, some sweet grass…yes…no, no…a touch of 
wool…aye…half a toad’s toe…hmmm…” Finally, he 
lifted a big, red beet. “Hmm, might be a bit big,” he 
said, but PLOP it went right into the stew! 
“Here,” said Fiel after some minutes, “have a sip.” 
Lify took a sip and like magic, he felt wide awake. 
Suddenly, Lify turned purple. “Ah!” he cried. 
“Must be too much beet,” said Fiel. “But don’t 
worry, you won’t be purple for long, and at least 
you’re awake now!”

Which is the best summary of this story?

A. Lify gets into trouble with Fiel because he has 
fallen asleep while watching the gold, and so Fiel
makes him eat a big beet as punishment.

B. Lify must watch the gold, but is too tired. So, 
Fiel makes a stew to keep Lify awake, but it has 
too much beet so Lify turns purple.

C. Fiel makes himself a special leprechaun stew so 
that he can stay awake to watch the gold.

D. Fiel tricks Lify into drinking a stew with too much 
beet. Lify turns purple, but luckily he goes back 
to normal in a few hours.

Clover and Sam were looking for something to do. 
They were B-O-R-E-D. 
“Look Sam,” said Clover. “A rainbow!” Sure enough, 
a giant rainbow spread across the blue sky. Sam 
pulled out his binoculars. He and Clover were 
scientists, and they always had their science tools. 
“Hmm,” said Sam, looking up at the sky. “Do you 
believe all those stories about rainbows having pots 
of gold at the end of them?” 
“I don’t know,” said Clover, “but let’s find out!”
Clover and Sam got on their bikes and peddled 
faster and faster towards the end of the rainbow. 
They turned down one street and up another. They 
even went past the park. No matter how fast they 
peddled, the rainbow always seemed to be ahead 
of them! Finally, they were out of breath. They 
went home and glumly collapsed on the couch. 
“Why the long faces?” asked Sam’s dad. 
“We tried to find gold at the end of the rainbow, 
but it didn’t work,” said Sam. 
“Well,” said Sam’s dad, “That’s because rainbows 
are just an illusion. You can see them, but they’re 
not really there.”

What does the word “long” mean when Dad 
asks about their “long faces”?

A. Unhappy
B. Narrow
C. Excited
D. Confused

“Why are we doing this again?” whined Theo, 
Marcy’s older brother. 
They were walking along the side of the road 
with big plastic bags and a special pointy stick. 
They were wearing bright orange vests to keep 
them safe. 
“We’re celebrating St. Patrick’s Day!” said their 
mom. 
“What does this have to do with St. Patrick’s 
Day?” asked Theo. 
Marcy was just as puzzled. “In my class at school, 
we just ate rainbow pudding and wore green!” 
“Well,” said their mom, “St. Patrick was a man 
who was known for his kindness and for helping 
others. That’s what we’re doing today.” 
“I still don’t see how we’re helping people,” said 
Theo as he picked up an empty plastic bottle.
“We are!” said Marcy. “The cleaner the 
environment is, the better everyone’s lives will 
be!” 
“Yep!” replied their mom. “Now you’re thinking like 
a true helper, just like St. Patrick!” 

What are Marcy, Theo, and their mom doing?

A. Repairing potholes on the road
B. Planting flowers on the side of the road
C. Marching in a St. Patrick’s Day parade
D. Picking up trash from the side of the road
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Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day

Answer:

Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day

Answer:

Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day

Answer:
D. Picking up trash from the side of the road A. Unhappy

.

B. Lify must watch the gold, but is too tired. So, 
Fiel makes a stew to keep Lify awake, but it has 

too much beet so Lify turns purple.


