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Question Question Question
The history of Presidents’ Day is very interesting! 
The holiday was originally known as “Washington’s 
Birthday,” and it was a day to celebrate the life 
and accomplishments George Washington. The 

holiday took place on Washington’s actual birthday, 
February 22nd. In 1885, this holiday became the 
first national holiday in the United States to 
celebrate an individual American. In the 1960s, 
Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act 
as a way to give American workers more three-
day weekends during the year. As a result, the 
celebration of Washington’s Birthday was moved 
from February 22nd to the third Monday of 
February. Because the new date fell between both 

Washington’s and Abraham Lincoln’s birthdays, 
many Americans believed that the new date should 
honor both Presidents. Eventually, the holiday 
became known as “Presidents’ Day.” Today, many 
Americans take time on Presidents’ Day to 
remember the many Presidents who led the United 
States of America. 

Why did the date for celebrating Washington’s 
Birthday change?

A. People believed that Washington’s Birthday 
should be celebrated on his actual birthday.

B. People wanted the date to be in between 
Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays.

C. The government wanted workers to have a 
three-day weekend.

D. People wanted to celebrate all of the Presidents, 
and not just George Washington.

President Herbert Hoover was the 31st President of 
the United States, yet he had a very tough 
childhood. By the time Herbert was nine years old, 
both of his parents had passed away, so he had to 

live with other relatives. When Herbert went to 
college, he had to sleep and live with the 
construction workers who were building the new 
university because he could not afford to live 
anywhere else. After he graduated with a degree 
in mining, Herbert worked in mines all over the 
world and became a millionaire. In World War I, 
Herbert gained an excellent reputation for saving 
many people from danger and starvation with his 
wealth. When Herbert was elected President in 

1929, the Great Depression started. During the 
Great Depression, many people lost their jobs and 
money. Although the Great Depression wasn’t 
Herbert’s fault, he took much of the blame. It 
wasn’t until after the Great Depression that 
people realized that President Hoover had actually 
done lots of good for the United States.

Why did Herbert Hoover take much of the blame 
for the Great Depression?

A. He fired many workers during the Great 
Depression.

B. He was President when the Great Depression 
began.

C. He was a millionaire, yet many people didn’t 
have any money.

D. The Great Depression was a time of 
greatness, and Herbert did great things.

Have you ever wondered why teddy bears are 
called “teddy” bears? It is because they are named 
after one of our presidents, President Theodore 
Roosevelt. Theodore liked to explore the outdoors. 

He liked hiking, fishing, and even hunting. When he 
became President, it was no different. He even took 
his five children on hikes in nearby Rock Creek Park! 
Once, President Roosevelt was invited by the 
Governor of Mississippi to come and hunt with his 
friends. By the end of the trip, everyone had 
spotted a bear but the President. Their hunting 
guides and dogs chased down an old black bear and 
tied it to a tree. Then, they told the President that 
his bear was ready to shoot! But, Teddy Roosevelt 

thought it was bad sport and would not hunt it. A 
cartoonist named Clifford Berryman heard about 
the story and drew a cartoon showing President 
Roosevelt refusing to shoot the bear. Then, 
toymakers all over the world got the idea to name 
their stuffed bears “Teddy” bears after Theodore 
Roosevelt’s nickname “Teddy”!

Why are stuffed bears called teddy bears?

A. President “Teddy” Roosevelt saved a bear 
while on a hunting trip.

B. President “Teddy” Roosevelt kept an old black 
bear at the White House.

C. President “Teddy” Roosevelt drew a popular 

cartoon of himself refusing to kill a bear.
D. President “Teddy” Roosevelt loved to go on 

hunting trips and hunt for bears.
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Answer:
A. President “Teddy” Roosevelt saved a bear while 

on a hunting trip.
B. He was President when the Great Depression 

started.
C. The government wanted workers to have a 

three-day weekend.
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Question Question Question
What does it take to become the President of 
the United States? There are actually rules 

written in the Constitution of the United States 
about who can run for President. For example, 
to be the President, you have to have been born 
in the United States or born to at least one 

parent from the United States. You also have to 
have lived in the United States for at least 14 
years and be at least 35 years old. President 
Theodore Roosevelt was the youngest 

President. He was just 42 years old when he 
stepped into office! Beyond that, a President 
can come from anywhere or be anyone with 
good judgment and strong character. Although 

many Presidents studied law or business in 
school, some Presidents like George Washington 
or Abraham Lincoln did not go to college. They 
both loved learning, however, and never stopped 

trying to learn new things to help the U.S. 

Which of these is NOT a requirement for 
becoming President of the United States?

A. Having a minimum age of 35 years
B. Living in the United States for a minimum 

of 14 years
C. Being born in the United States and/or 

having a parent from the United States
D. Attending business or law school

The U.S. Presidents are similar in many ways. 
However, they also have their differences! Did 
you know that William Henry Harrison served 
as President for the shortest time? He had 
only been President for about a month when 
he sadly died of pneumonia. The President who 
served the longest is President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, who served for over 12 years. The 
tallest President was 6 feet and 4 inches. That 
was President Abraham Lincoln! The shortest 
President was James Madison, who was 5 feet 
and 4 inches. Theodore Roosevelt was the 
youngest President in history, while Ronald 
Reagan was the oldest to assume office at 
the age of 69 years old. President Andrew 
Jackson had a pet parrot, while President 
Thomas Jefferson had two bear cubs. All in 
all, the U.S. Presidents have many distinct 
features, but they have all served the same 
country with their heart.

Which of the following would NOT be a good 
title for this passage?

A. Celebrating the Presidents’ Differences

B. Comparing Past U.S. Presidents
C. The Heights of Former U.S. Presidents
D. U.S. Presidents Aren’t All The Same

George Washington was born in 1732 in the British 
Colony of Virginia. Virginia was not a state yet 
because the United States of America did not 
exist. Instead, all of the colonies in North 
America were claimed by Britain. After serving 
as a commander in the French and Indian War in 
his twenties, George Washington decided to enter 
politics and was elected to Virginia’s House of 
Burgesses. George Washington strongly believed 
that the colonies would be better off free from 
British rule, and in 1775, he agreed to lead the 
Revolutionary War against the British. Washington 
was known for giving kind words to his soldiers, 
who were often hungry, sick, and freezing. Many 
say his encouragement helped America win the 
war. After the war, Washington returned home. 
However, the people wanted him to become 
President of the new country, and that is how 
George Washington became the first President 
of the United States of America!

Why did George Washington agree to lead the 
Revolutionary War?

A. He wanted to win the fight against the 
French and the Native Americans again.

B. He didn’t want the colonies to be ruled by 
the British anymore.

C. He thought that he would be the best 
person to encourage the soldiers.

D. He was the most likely commander to lead 
the British to victory.
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Answer:
B. He didn’t want the colonies to be ruled by the 

British anymore.
C. The Heights of Former U.S. Presidents D. Attending business or law school


