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The Shark Sighting
Vera and Theron sat on the top deck of the pontoon boat their family had 

rented. From here, they could see their father swimming in the lake and their 
mother reading a book in the sun on the lower deck. Their uncle had come on 
the trip, too, but had rented a canoe for the day and had gone off on his own. 
Vera, Theron, and their parents had spent all morning enjoying the pontoon 
boat, which had a really fun slide that could take them from the top deck right 
into the water. 

“Hey, Dad!” Vera called. “How’s the water?”
“It’s great!” Dad answered. “Come on in!” 
Vera sat at the top of the slide and was about to slide down when Theron 

called out, “Wait!”
“What?” Vera said, confused. “Why?”
“A…A…” Theron looked pale as he stammered, trying to say something.
“A what?” Vera was getting impatient.
“A shark!” Theron finally yelled. 
Mom looked up from her book and laughed. “That’s impossible, Theron. 

We’re in a lake. Sharks live in the ocean.”
“Really!” Theron insisted. “Look!”
Vera looked toward where Theron was pointing. Sure enough, there was 

something pointy sticking out of the water, and it was headed straight for 
Dad!

“Dad!” Vera screamed. “Get out! It’s a shark!”
Dad looked behind him and yelped. Then he swam as fast as he could to the 

ladder and pulled himself up to safety. The whole family stared at the fin as it 
came towards them. Dad had picked up his phone to report the shark sighting 
when the fin, which had reached the boat, popped out of the water. 

Theron sighed in relief. “It’s just Uncle Jack,” he said, pointing to the man 
who was climbing up the ladder with a fake shark fin strapped to his back.

“Gotcha!” Uncle Jack said. 
“Very funny, Jack,” Mom said. “Let’s have some lunch.”
They ate their sandwiches happily, laughing the whole time about Uncle 

Jack’s great fake shark. 

Lost in the Woods
Alyssa and Bianca had fallen behind on the hike. While they were gazing 

at the waterfall, the rest of their group had gone on ahead without 
either of them noticing. Although Alyssa and Bianca had tried to catch up, 
they just couldn’t find the group. 

“I wish we had stayed closer to them,” Alyssa said. “Then we wouldn’t 
be in this mess.”

“It’s not really a mess,” Bianca pointed out. “It’s just that we haven’t 
caught up to them yet. We know the way back to camp, right?”

Alyssa nodded. “I think so,” she said as continued on the path with her 
friend following just a few steps behind.

Alyssa noticed that the trees around her looked familiar. “Hey, Bianca,” 
she said, “I think we’ve been going in circles. See that crooked old tree? 
I’ve seen it before.”

Bianca looked to where Alyssa was pointing. A bad feeling began to 
grow in her stomach. “You’re right,” she whispered. The sun was going 
down now, and Bianca was afraid they might get even more lost in the 
dark. She started to shout, hoping that the rest of their group would hear 
her. “Help! We’re over here! Help!”

Alyssa joined in. Soon, they saw a flashlight in the distance. Then they 
saw two flashlights. Then four more appeared. “It’s them!” Alyssa cried.

“Bianca! Alyssa! Come this way!” It was the voice of their counselor, 
Sal.

Bianca and Alyssa ran to Sal and gave her a big hug. They were so 
happy to be safe with their group again.

“I’m glad you’re back,” Sal said. “Now, do you two know the way back 
to camp?”

Alyssa and Bianca looked at each other, horrified. 
“Just kidding,” Sal said. “Everyone, follow me to the dining hall for 

dinner!” 
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Question

Question Question

Read the story “The Shark Sighting” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

Which sentence from the text is part of the exposition?

A. They ate their sandwiches happily, laughing the whole 
time about Uncle Jack’s great fake shark.

B. “A shark!” Theron finally yelled.
C. Their uncle had come on the trip, too, but had rented a 

canoe for the day and had gone off on his own.
D. Vera was getting impatient.

Read the story “The Shark Sighting” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

What is the rising action in this story?

A. Theron and Vera see a shark fin and think it is a shark.
B. Theron, Vera, and their parents rent a pontoon boat.
C. Vera asks her dad how the water feels.
D. Everyone eats sandwiches and laughs.

Read the story “The Shark Sighting” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

What is the climax in this story?

A. Uncle Jack says, “Gotcha!”
B. Dad climbs out of the water and picks up his phone to 

report the shark.
C. Vera prepares to slide down the slide.
D. Theron yells for Vera to stop.

Read the story “The Shark Sighting” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

What is the falling action in this story?

A. Mom laughs. 
B. Dad says that the water is great.
C. Theron points out that the shark is actually Uncle Jack.
D. The shark fin keeps getting closer to the boat.
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A. Theron and Vera see a shark fin and think it is a shark. C. Their uncle had come on the trip, too, but had rented a canoe for the day and had gone 
off on his own.

C. Theron points out that the shark is actually Uncle Jack. B. Dad climbs out of the water and picks up his phone to report the shark.
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Question

Question Question

Read the story “The Shark Sighting” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

Which sentence from the text is part of the resolution?

A. Mom looked up from her book and laughed.
B. Their uncle had come on the trip, too, but had rented a 

canoe for the day and had gone off on his own.
C. Dad looked behind him and yelped.
D. They ate their sandwiches happily, laughing the whole 

time about Uncle Jack’s great fake shark.

Read the story “Lost in the Woods” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

Identify which plot element this sentence represents: 
“Just kidding,” Sal said. “Everyone, follow me to the dining hall for dinner!”

A. Resolution
B. Rising action
C. Falling action
D. Exposition
E. Climax

Read the story “Lost in the Woods” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

Which of the following events is NOT part of the rising 

action?

A. Alyssa says she wishes they had stayed closer to the 
group.

B. Bianca says, “We know the way back to camp, right?”
C. Alyssa notices that they have been walking in circles.
D. Sal and her group find Alyssa and Bianca.

Read the story “Lost in the Woods” and then answer 
the following question about its plot.

What is the climax in this story?

A. Bianca and Alyssa yell and see flashlights.
B. Alyssa and Bianca look at each other, horrified.
C. Alyssa and Bianca get lost because they were looking at 

the waterfall when their group moved on without them.
D. Alyssa continued on the path with Bianca following a 

few steps behind.
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A. Resolution D. They ate their sandwiches happily, laughing the whole time about Uncle Jack’s great fake 
shark.

A. Bianca and Alyssa yell and see flashlights. D. Sal and her group find Alyssa and Bianca.


