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Question Question Question

Every winter in New York City, one of 
the world’s largest Hanukkah menorahs, 
or ‘hanukkiahs,’ is lit. This amazing 
hanukkiah lamp is painted gold, stands 
three stories high, and weighs 
approximately 4,000 pounds.  It is 
located on Fifth Avenue, right across 
the street from the beautiful Plaza 
Hotel. This holiday icon is made of steel 
so that it is sturdy enough to withstand 
the windy winter nights. For all eight 
days of Hanukkah, visitors from all 
around the world come to see these 
beautiful lights and to remember the 
Hanukkah miracle.

What is the meaning of the word 
“withstand” in sentence 4?

A. To stand together with something
B. To remain undamaged or 

unaffected by
C. To stay warm
D. To be destroyed by

Dreidel is a traditional game that Jewish 
families have played for hundreds of years. 
To play the game, you need a dreidel, which 
is a special top with four sides, and 
chocolate coins. Players start by dividing up 
the chocolate coins so that each player 
begins with an equal number. Then, players 
take turns spinning the dreidel.  If a player 
spins the dreidel and it lands on the letter 
‘nun,’ the player doesn't do anything.  If the 
dreidel lands on the letter ‘gimmel,’ the 
player takes all of the coins from the center. 
If dreidel lands on ‘hay,’ the player takes 
half of the coins from the center If the 
dreidel lands on ‘shin,’ the player must add 
one of his or her coins to the center. The 
player to collect all of the coins wins!

What was the author’s purpose of writing 
this passage?

A. To inform people about how to play a 
traditional Jewish game

B. To persuade people to learn how to play 
Dreidel

C. To entertain people with a game of 
Dreidel

D. To show people what a dreidel looks like

Hanukkah is a time to remember a 
special miracle. Even though the Jewish 
people only had enough oil to light their 
holy light for one night, the oil lasted for 
eight days and nights. To remember this 
miracle, Jewish people eat food fried in 
oil during Hanukkah. Latkes are one of 
these tasty fried Hanukkah treats. 
Latkes are fried potato pancakes that 
can be dipped in sour cream or 
applesauce. Another special fried 
Hanukkah treat is sufganiyot, which are 
like jelly donuts with powdered sugar. 
There are also many other types of 
fritters to eat during Hanukkah!

What is the main reason why Jewish people 
eat fried foods during Hanukkah?

A. Fried foods, such as latkes and sufganiyot, 
taste delicious.

B. When the light lasted for longer, people 
cooked fried foods with the extra oil.

C. Fried foods are made in oil, and oil is a big 
part of the miracle of Hanukkah.

D. Jewish people invented fried foods during the 
first Hanukkah.
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Answer:
C. Fried foods are made in oil, and oil is a big part 

of the miracle of Hanukkah.
A. To inform people about how to play a traditional 

Jewish game
B. To remain undamaged or unaffected by
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Question Question Question
Many holidays have special colors. For 
example, the colors of Halloween are 
black and orange, and the colors of 
Christmas are red, green, and gold. 
Hanukkah has special colors too.  The 
colors of Hanukkah are blue and white.  In 
Jewish culture, a blue dye from sea snails 
is very special. That is why the flag of 
Israel, which is the Jewish homeland, is 
blue and white. It is also why most 
Hanukkah decorations are blue and white.  
Sometimes silver is also added to 
Hanukkah decorations for some extra 
holiday sparkle.

According to this passage, what is one 
way that Hanukkah is similar to 

Christmas?

A. Hanukkah and Christmas decorations often 
have the same special colors.

B. The colors of Hanukkah and Christmas are 
both based on a flag.

C. Adding holiday sparkle to the colors of 
both holidays is most important.

D. Hanukkah and Christmas both have colors 
that people associate with those holidays.

Do you know the story of Hanukkah? Long 
ago, the nation of Israel was conquered by 
King Antiochus IV.  This king would not allow 
the Jews to practice their religion. In fact, 
the king punished anyone who was caught 
practicing their Jewish traditions. The Jews 
became so angry that they decided to fight 
back against the king. Eventually, the Jews 
won. To celebrate their victory, they lit a 
special golden lamp called a menorah. They 
only had enough oil to keep the menorah 
burning for one night, but miraculously, the 
menorah burned for eight days and eight 
nights! That is the reason why the holiday of 
Hanukkah lasts for eight days. It is also the 
reason why people light a candle in the 
menorah each night of Hanukkah.

Which character trait best describes 
King Antiochus IV?

A. Courageous
B. Intolerant
C. Honest
D. Impolite

The holiday of Hanukkah lasts for eight days. 
On each night during Hanukkah, a candle is lit 
on a special menorah called a ‘hanukkiah.’ At 
nightfall on the first night of Hanukkah, a 
person will hold the middle candle on the 
hanukkiah, which is called the ‘shamash,’ and 
say a special blessing. After saying the 
blessing, the person will light the shamash. 
The shamash does not count as one of the 
eight Hanukkah candles, but instead, it is 
used to light the Hanukkah candles. The 
person will then use the shamash to light the 
first candle on the right. Each night after 
saying the blessing, the shamash is used to 
light another one of the eight Hanukkah 
candles.  All Hanukkah candles will be lit on 
the last night of Hanukkah.

Which of the following is NOT true 
about the shamash?

A. The shamash is used to light the eight 
Hanukkah candles.

B. The shamash is the most important candle of 
the eight Hanukkah candles.

C. The shamash is the first candle to be lit 
during Hanukkah.

D. The shamash is the center candle on the 
hanukkiah.
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B. The shamash is the most important candle of 

the eight Hanukkah candles.
B. Intolerant D. Hanukkah and Christmas both have colors that 

people associate with those holidays.
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Question Question Question
Mops was Ida’s brand new puppy. She had 
received him as a present from her parents 
on the third night of Hanukkah. Two days 
later, Ida was very sad because she couldn't 
find Mops anywhere. Her parents helped her 
to put up flyers all over the neighborhood, 
but Mops couldn't be found. Finally, on the 
last night of Hanukkah, Ida prayed for a 
Hanukkah miracle, just like the Hanukkah 
miracle that happened long ago. When she 
woke up the next morning, she heard barking 
downstairs! 
“Someone has come back to see you, Ida,” 
Ida’s mom yelled.
Even if it wasn’t a miracle, Ida was thrilled! 
She jumped out of bed and rushed 
downstairs.

What happened at the end of the story?

A. Mops returned to Ida’s house.
B. One of Ida’s best friends came to visit.
C. Ida’s parents bought her a new puppy.
D. There is another Hanukkah big present 

waiting for Ida.

Josh, Zoe, and Liam were like peas in a pod. 
They were always playing together! When 
Josh’s mom and dad were decorating for 
the Hanukkah party inside, Josh invited Zoe 
and Liam over to his house to show them a 
cool trick! Josh filled a spray bottle with 
water and then added a few drops of blue 
food coloring to it. He took the spray bottle 
outside. 
“Now we need to make a giant snow fort," he 
said. 
After they had finished their snow fort, 
Josh exclaimed, “Now, it's time to decorate!" 
Josh picked up the spray bottle and sprayed 
the entire snow fort with the blue water. 
“That's awesome, Josh!" exclaimed Zoe. “Now 
the fort is blue and white. It looks very 
festive for Hanukkah!”

What is the meaning of the word ‘festive’ in 
the last sentence?

A. A fair or carnival
B. Ready for a big feast
C. Characteristic of a holiday
D. Very joyful

Lauren had decided to visit her friend Liza in 
the hospital. The hospital was a very quiet 
place on the first night of Hanukkah. Before 
going to her friend's room, Lauren bought 
Liza some Hanukkah balloons in the hospital 
gift shop. 
When Lauren gave Liza the balloons, Liza said, 
“Don’t worry! I’m getting better every day.” 
“Will you light that Hanukkah menorah in your 
window tonight?” asked Lauren. 
“I can’t light it here in the hospital,” said Liza, 

sadly. “They do not allow any open flames. But, 
if you think of me tonight when you light 
yours, that will help me feel better!” 
“Okay!” said Lauren. 
When Lauren got home, she and her family lit 
their Hanukkah menorahs. Lauren said a 
special prayer for her sick friend. After all, 
Hanukkah was a time for miracles!

Why can’t Liza light her menorah?

A. Liza is not Jewish.
B. Liza doesn’t own a Hanukkah menorah.
C. Liza is too sick to get out of bed and 

light her menorah.
D. Liza cannot light candles in the hospital.
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Answer:
D. Liza cannot light candles in the hospital. C. Characteristic of a holiday A. Mops returned to Ida’s house.


