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Question Question Question
Pumpkins come in all shapes and sizes. 
Some can weigh up to 20 pounds! Beni
Meier, from Sweden, grows the largest 
pumpkins. Last year, his pumpkin broke 
the world record at 2,323 pounds! It was 
heavier than 100 watermelons and was 
the size of a small car. That wasn't the 
first giant pumpkin he's grown. In fact, he 
cross-breeds his own unique pumpkin seeds 
to make these truly monstrous pumpkins. 
Can you imagine trying to carve a jack-o-
lantern out of that? 

Beni may have the largest pumpkin, but 
when it comes to large pumpkin desserts, 
the people in New Bremen, Ohio have him 
beat. They made the world’s largest 
pumpkin pie in 2010. It was 3,699 pounds. 
You would need a lot of whipped cream for 
that! 

What is the main idea of the first 
paragraph?

A. Pumpkins come in many shapes 
and sizes.

B. Beni Meier grows the largest 
pumpkins.

C. The world’s largest pumpkin 
weighed 2,323 pounds.

D. It would be difficult to carve a 
jack-o-lantern from one of Beni’s
monstrous pumpkins.

Have you ever been in a corn maze? It can 
be fun to visit a farm with your friends 
and race through the tall corn stalks to 
the finish line! The first corn maze ever 
made was in Pennsylvania. Farmers work 
hard all year to build these giant mazes. 
In the spring, they plant a particular kind 
of corn that will grow and stay tall for a 
long time so lots of people can enjoy the 
maze. In case you get lost, some corn 
mazes include maps to help you find your 
way out. Since corn is called “maize” in the 
United Kingdom, their corn mazes are 
called “maize mazes.” Now, that’s a-maize-
ing!

What is the author’s purpose of 
writing this passage?

A. To entertain the reader with a 
story about getting lost in a 
corn maze

B. To persuade the reader to visit 
a corn maze with friends

C. To inform the reader about corn 
mazes

D. To inform the reader about how 
to visit a corn maze with 
friends

Dressing up is only half the fun on 
Halloween. The other half is candy! 
Americans buy 600 million pounds of 
candy for Halloween. That’s more than 
the weight of 200 space shuttles! Mini 
chocolates, like M&M’s and peanut butter 
cups, are the most popular Halloween 
candy. 

Did you know that Frank C. Mars invented 
M&M’s? During the Spanish Civil War, he 
saw soldiers eating little chocolates coated 
in candy, which helped to keep the 
chocolates from melting. So, Mr. Mars 
made a wonderful new invention: M&M’s! 
During World War II, M&M's were served 
to soldiers in hot places.

Why were M&M’s served to soldiers 
in hot places during World War II?

A. Their hard candy coating 
prevented them from melting.

B. M&M’s were the soldiers favorite 
candy and so they requested to 
have them.

C. There were millions of pounds of 
M&M’s left over from Halloween 
the previous year.

D. M&M’s were given to the soldiers 
for Halloween.
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A. Their hard candy coating prevented 

them from melting.
C. To inform the reader about corn mazes B. Beni Meier grows the largest pumpkins.
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Question Question Question
Just like some people are afraid of spiders 
or heights, some people are afraid of 
Halloween. Samhainophobia is the fear of 
Halloween. Some people do not like the 
spooky decorations, trick-or-treating in 
the dark, or other things you see during 
Halloween. If you have a friend who is 
afraid of the dark or trick-or-treating, you 
can help him by bringing some glow sticks 
or flashlights. You can also help by staying 
by his side when he visits friends’ houses 
to trick-or-treat. Sometimes, having a good 
friend is all it takes to try something new!

What is the text structure of this 
passage?

A. Sequence/Chronological order
B. Cause and effect
C. Compare and contrast
D. Problem and solution

In Ireland, a fun tradition to celebrate 
Halloween is to make a special cake called 
the Barnbrack cake. The cake has dried 
fruit, such as raisins and sultanas, inside 
of it. It also contains a few special 
surprises, like rags, rings, and coins. If 
you get a rag in your slice of cake, it 
means you will lose money. If you get a 
coin, it means you will get more money, and 
if you get a ring, it means you will fall in 
love! At least, that’s what the Barnbrack
cake says!

Why does the Barnbrack cake 
contain rags, rings, and coins?

A. Candy versions of those items 
are available in Ireland during 
Halloween.

B. The items are used to predict 
what will happen to the person 
in the future.

C. Those are people’s favorite 
items to collect in Ireland.

D. Rags, rings, and coins are 
passed down from generation to 
generation.

Could you make a boat out of a pumpkin? 
That’s what the racers in Nova Scotia, 
Canada do every October. They race giant 
pumpkins across a lake! First, the racers 
have to become strong enough to row their 
“boat” across the lake. Pumpkins are not 
very fast. Then, they have to carve out 
the 700-pound pumpkin so they can fit 
inside. On the day of the race, the racers 
compete by paddling their pumpkins to the 
finish line. At the end of the race, the 
winner may choose to eat some pumpkin 
pie, or the winner may just go home 
because he or she is just too tired of all 
that pumpkin!

Which of the following is NOT a 
reason why the racers need to grow 

strong?

A. The racers have to row a 
pumpkin boat across a lake.

B. The racers have to carve a 
gigantic pumpkin in order to 
make a boat.

C. The winner is expected to eat a 
large amount of pumpkin pie at 
the end of the race.

D. The racers have to try to row 
faster than their other 
competitors in order to win the 
race.
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C. The winner is expected to eat a large 
amount of pumpkin pie at the end of the 

race.

B. The items are used to predict what will 
happen to the person in the future. 

D. Problem and solution
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Question Question Question
Rufus loves candy! Every Halloween, he 
waits by the door wagging his tail and 
barking until I come home from trick-or-
treating with my BIG basket of candy. 
The second I sit down to look through the 
tasty treats, Rufus is right by my side. He 
tries his hardest to whine and beg, but I 
know candy will make him sick. My 
grandpa tells me, “Valentina, hide the 
candy or Rufus will eat it!” Even though 
Rufus can find almost anything, he hates 
taking baths. So I have a special hiding 
place where he will never get the candy –
near his bathtub!

Who is Rufus?

A. Rufus is Valentina’s baby 
brother.

B. Rufus is Valentina’s dog.
C. Rufus is Valentina’s little sister.
D. Rufus is Valentina’s cat.

“Tasha? Do you know where my crown is?” 
Tasha’s little sister, Rosa, looked up with 
sad eyes. “I can’t find it anywhere!” 
The sisters were getting ready to go trick-
or-treating, and their friends were leaving 
soon. Tasha put on her own crown and 
grabbed her magical wand. 
“I don’t know where your crown is, Rosa,” 
she said. “Why do you always lose things?” 
Rosa wiped her nose on her pink princess 
dress. “I don’t know where it went, but 
I’ve wanted to be a princess all month. 
How will I be a princess without a crown?” 
Tasha watched her little sister. 
“Here,” Tasha gave her crown to her 
sister. “You can have my crown.” 
“Thank you!” Rosa cried. “But now you will 
not be a queen! What will you be?” 
Tasha smiled and waved her wand. “I will 
be a magical fairy!” Rosa and Tasha 
laughed together. 
“Now, let’s go trick-or-treating!”

What is the theme of this passage?

A. Don’t lose your belongings.
B. You can’t be a princess or queen 

for Halloween without a crown.
C. Put others before yourself.
D. Make sure you have all pieces of 

your Halloween costume ready 
hours in advance.

Matt’s dad came home with a great 
surprise this year – two pumpkins from 
which to make jack-o-lanterns! Making 
jack-o-lanterns was Matt’s favorite thing 
to do every Halloween. He could not wait to 
think of a unique idea for each pumpkin. 
He decided to make one a goblin and the 
other a pirate. When Matt sat out on his 
porch to make the jack-o-lanterns, his 
neighbor Eric came to see what he was 
doing. “I’ve always wanted to try that!” 
Eric said. “Can I try?” “No!” Matt said. 
“They’re both mine, and I already have 
ideas for both of them so don’t even think 
about it.” Eric sadly walked away. Even 
though Matt worked very hard, the sun 
went down before he could finish both of 
the jack-o-lanterns. Now he only had a 
goblin jack-o-lantern and one empty 
pumpkin. “I wish I had let Eric help me,” 
Matt thought. “Then I would have two 
jack-o-lanterns instead of just one and a 
plain, empty pumpkin!”

What is the theme of this passage?

A. Don’t try to make things you 
can’t accomplish.

B. Matt should have allowed Eric to 
carve the second pumpkin.

C. It’s best to do things by 
yourself.

D. Being selfish doesn’t pay off.
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D. Being selfish doesn’t pay off. C. Put others before yourself. B. Rufus is Valentina’s dog.


