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There are over seven billion people on Earth, and they are spread out over seven continents. But people are not 
spread across the continents evenly; some continents have more people than others. Asia, Europe, and North 

America only make up about half the land on the planet, yet about 85% of the total population lives in one of those 
three continents. That leaves 15% of all people on Earth living in South America, Africa, Australia, and Antarctica. 
That means that there is a lot of empty land on those four continents.

Which statement is a generalization about what you just read?
A. There are seven continents on Earth.
B. South America, Africa, and Australia are beautiful continents with lots of land.
C. Most humans prefer to live in Asia, Europe, or North America.
D. Antarctica is too cold for people to survive.

Margaret’s little brother Tommy wanted to watch a movie, so the two of them looked through the DVDs in the closet 
together. There were three shelves full of DVDs, but only one of the shelves had children’s movies. 
“I want to watch Tony Mouse Builds a House,” Tommy said. “All of my friends love Tony Mouse Builds a House.”
“We don’t have any Tony Mouse movies,” Margaret answered, looking at the shelf of children’s movies. 

“I want Tony Mouse Builds a House!” Tommy demanded.
Margaret sighed. Little brothers could pose big challenges.

Which statement is a generalization about what you just read?
A. Children’s movies should always be kept on a shelf that’s low enough for the children to reach.
B. Children who are Tommy’s age love the movie Tony Mouse Builds a House.

C. Most of the children’s DVDs in Margaret’s house feature Tony Mouse as a main character.
D. Everyone with children should own the movie Tony Mouse Builds a House.

Stuart loved to swim, but there wasn’t a public pool anywhere in the city. One summer, when it was very hot, 
Stuart started a petition to convince the city council to build a public pool. He asked all three thousand of the city’s 

inhabitants to sign his petition, and about two thousand of them did. Stuart took his petition to the city council 
meeting and made a speech explaining that two thousand people agreed with him. The city council voted to build a 
public pool right away.

Which statement is a generalization about what you just read?
A. Few people agreed with Stuart.
B. A public pool is the best thing that a city can have.
C. Almost everyone on the city council wanted to hear more about Stuart’s proposal.

D. Many people think that a public pool is a good thing for a city to have.
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C. Most humans prefer to live in Asia, Europe, or North America.

B. Children who are Tommy’s age love the movie Tony Mouse Builds a House.

D. Many people think that a public pool is a good thing for a city to have.
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At the fifth grade party, the students formed a line to get a treat. There were cupcakes and cookies, and 
the students were told they could each choose one. The cupcake plate was empty long before the cookie 

plate was. The students who were left with cookies were disappointed and asked if there were any more 
cupcakes. Unfortunately, there were no more. The teachers were amazed at how popular the cupcakes 
were. 

Which statement is a generalization about what you just read?
A. Cupcakes are more delicious than cookies.

B. Hardly any fifth graders like cupcakes.
C. If you can’t decide what kind of treat to bring to a party, bring an assortment of treats.

D. Many fifth grade students prefer cupcakes over cookies.

The winter weather in Texas can vary from city to city. In the Texas Panhandle region, temperatures can 
drop well below freezing several times a week during the winter months, and snowstorms are plentiful. In 

northern Texas, the temperature might drop below freezing just one or two times per week for a few 
weeks and snow falls only once or twice per year. On the other hand, Southern Texas rarely sees freezing 
temperatures or snow at all. 

Which statement is a generalization about what you just read?
A. The weather in the Texas Panhandle is typically cold and snowy in the winter.

B. Winter is a cold time of year in the entire state of Texas.
C. People who live in the Texas Panhandle might experience warm winters.

D. People who live in northern Texas often move to southern Texas for the winter.

It was career day at school, and Corinne’s uncle Jeffrey came to school to talk about his job as an actor in New York City. 
“How much do you get paid?” Paolo wanted to know. 
“Not much,” Jeffrey said. “I don’t know a single actor in New York who earns enough to live on from acting alone. You see, 
actors only get paid when they are in shows, and it’s hard to get a part in a show. So my actor friends and I all have to 

work other jobs to make enough money to pay our bills and buy food and clothes.”
“What other jobs do you do?” Lisa asked.
“I work as a waiter in the mornings, a dog walker in the afternoons, and a hot dog vendor in the evenings,” Jeffrey replied.

Which statement is a generalization about what you just read?
A. New York City is a hard place to get a job.
B. Performers in New York City struggle to earn enough money.
C. If you want to be an actor, you should move to Hollywood instead of New York.
D. Most dog walkers are also hot dog vendors and waiters.
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D. Many fifth grade students prefer cupcakes over cookies.

A. The weather in the Texas Panhandle is typically cold and snowy in the winter.

B. Performers in New York City struggle to earn enough money.


