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Question Question Question
Carla’s best friend, Naomi, turned 
twelve on Saturday, but Carla didn’t 
receive an invitation to the party. 
“Have I done something wrong?” she 
thought, feeling sad and betrayed. 
At school on Monday, Carla asked Naomi 
why she hadn’t been invited. Naomi said 
that she had sent an invitation, but it 
must have gotten lost. Carla stormed 
off, still angry. A day later, Carla felt 
better, and a week later, she had 
almost forgotten about the party. 
“I’m sorry I was so angry,” she said to 
Naomi, “but I feel a lot better now, and 
I hope we can still be friends.”

Which proverb best fits this story?

A. Time heals all wounds.
B. You can’t have your cake and eat it 

too.
C. Too many cooks spoil the pot.
D. The early bird catches the worm.

Talin was growing ten bean plants for a 
school science project, but he had to go to 
the mountains with his family for spring 
break. He wouldn’t be able to water his 
plants for a week. When Talin told his friends 
about his problem, Michael and Zara both 
volunteered to help.  
“Thank you, Zara,” Talin said, “but the plants 
are so important that I want them all in one 
place. I think I’ll just let Michael take care of 
all of them.” 
When Talin came back from his vacation, he 
went straight to Michael’s house to check on 
his plants. What he saw almost made him 
cry. All of the bean plants had dried up, 
leaving only a single, dried-out stem in each 
pot. 
“I wish I had given Zara half of the plants,” 
he thought. “Then some of them might still 
be alive.”

Which proverb best fits this story?

A. The early bird gets the worm.
B. Too many cooks spoil the pot.
C. Every rose has its thorn.
D. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.

Mateo went to the mall every Saturday to 
play games at the arcade, see a movie, 
and eat cookies from the cookie stand. 
One day, when he got to the arcade and 
tried to play a game, he realized that he 
had forgotten his money. 
“What am I going to do without any 
money?” Mateo wondered, and went to 
the park across the street to think. 
While he was there, another kid gave 
Mateo’s arm a friendly smack and started 
running, inviting Mateo to play. Mateo 
chased him. Soon someone else asked to 
join the game, and soon after that, 
another person joined them. At the end of 
the game, Mateo realized that it was the 
most fun he’d ever had, and he hadn’t 
spent a dime.

Which proverb best fits this story?

A. A penny saved is a penny earned.
B. Absence makes the heart grow 

fonder.
C. The best things in life are free.
D. Better late than never.
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C. The best things in life are free. D. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket. A. Time heals all wounds.
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Question Question Question
As a community service project, Steve and 
Marco had decided to clean up the trash in 
the field behind their school. They arrived 
bright and early, wearing gloves and carrying 
trash bags. By lunch time, only a small part of 
the field was clean. The rest still looked like a 
trash heap.
“We’ll never get this finished,” Steve 

complained.
Then, he remembered something his mother 
had once told him: “Many hands make light 

work.” He picked up his phone and sent text 
messages to all of his friends, promising them 
a soccer game as soon as the field was clean. 
Ten of his friends came, and by two o’clock in 
the afternoon, the field was clear and 
everyone was enjoying a great game.

What is the meaning of the proverb in this 
story?

A. Someone who wears gloves can complete 
a job faster than someone with bare 
hands. 

B. When more people help, the job is easier.
C. It’s easier to play in a clean space.
D. When you start work early, you have 

time to play later. 

“Don’t let Marilyn take your food,” Devon 
warned Luke from across the lunch table. 
“If you give her an inch, she’ll take a mile.” 
“Come on, Luke,” Marilyn said, rolling her 
eyes, “are you so stingy that you won’t give 
up one little grape?”
“I guess not,” Luke said, and let her take the 

grape. 
A few minutes later, Marilyn reached toward 
Luke’s tray again, and when he started to 
protest, she interrupted. “I only want a 
carrot stick,” she said. 
This continued for ten minutes, until Luke 
realized that Marilyn had eaten all of his 
grapes, all of his carrot sticks, and half of 
his sandwich, and he was still hungry.

What is the meaning of the proverb in this 
story?

A. If you let someone have a little of 
something, that person might end up 
taking a lot.

B. Sitting an inch away from someone makes 
it easy for them to steal your food.

C. It’s not polite to steal someone’s food.
D. If you let someone eat your lunch, you will 

go hungry.

Tara and her mother browsed the produce 
section in the grocery store, looking for 
something to eat for dinner. 
“What about these?” asked Tara’s mother, 
picking up an avocado. 
“No,” Tara said, “those are all bumpy and 
hideous, like a swamp creature, and they 
probably taste like snot.” 
“You can’t just a book by its cover,” Tara’s 
mom replied.
Tara’s mother bought four avocados, 
anyway, and hid slices of them in tortillas for 
dinner that night.  When Tara bit her tortilla, 
she smiled at the new, delicious flavor inside 
and asked what it was. When her mother 
said it was avocado, Tara couldn’t believe it 
and said, “But, they’re so ugly!” 

What is the meaning of the proverb in this 
story?

A. Always do what your mother tells you 
to do.

B. Ugly food always tastes the best.
C. It’s best to research new foods before 

trying them.
D. You can’t tell what’s inside of something 

just by looking at the outside.
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D. You can’t tell what’s inside of something just by 

looking at the outside.
A. If you let someone have a little of something, 

that person might end up taking a lot.
B. When more people help, the job is easier.


