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Bump Game 
Instructions

IMPORTANT! In order to “spice” up these bump games, I’ve included multiple variations that can 
be played with any of the bump games included in this set (see next pages). While the basic 

bump game directions below remain the same for each variation, the materials needed and the 
way that a player wins the game changes.

Materials Needed:

• 2 or 3 dice (see game board)
• Counters (the number of counters depends on the version of bump you decide to play – see next pages)

Objective: Depends on the version of bump you decide to play (see next pages).

Basic Bump Directions:

1. Each player takes counters of the same color (i.e. one player gets red counters and one player gets 
green counters).

2. Each player rolls a dice.  Whoever has the highest roll goes first.
3. The first player rolls all of the dice.  The player adds the numbers of all of the dice together (i.e. if 

the player rolled a 6 and a 4, the sum of the dice is 10) and finds that sum in the chart.  The player 
reads the sentence beside that number and determines the correct answer.

4. The player covers ONE space with the corresponding answer with one of his/her counters.
• If the space with the corresponding answer has already been covered by the other player, 

the player can bump the other player’s counter off of the space and replace it with his/her 
own counter.

• If the space with the corresponding answer has already been covered by his/her own counter, 
the player can place a second counter on top of it.  When two of a player’s counters are on 
top of the same space, that player’s counters can no longer get bumped off by the other 
player.  They are locked in.

• If the space with the corresponding answer has already been locked in by either player, the 
player cannot do anything.  He/she must wait for the next turn.

5. Play continues with each player taking turns until one player meets the objective of the game. That 
player is the winner!
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Bump Game Variations
These variations can be played with any of the bump games in this pack!

Version #1: Regular Bump
• Counters needed: 10 counters per player (i.e. 10 red and 10 green)
• Objective: To be the first player to get all of his or her counters onto the game board.

Version #2: Bump with a Twist
• Counters needed: 10 counters per player (i.e. 10 red and 10 green)
• Objective: To be the first player to get all of his or her counters onto the game board.
• The Twist: Any time a player’s counters surround a space that has just one of the opponent’s counters, that player can 

bump off his opponent’s counter. To surround a player’s space, the player must have at least one counter above, below, 
and on both sides of that space.

Version #3: Four-in-a-Row
• Counters needed: 20 counters per player (i.e. 20 red and 20 green)
• Objective: To be the first player to get a line (horizontally, vertically, or diagonally) of four counters onto the game board.

Version #4: Make a Square
• Counters needed: 20 counters per player (i.e. 20 red and 20 green)
• Objective: To be the first player to get a 2x2 square of four counters onto the game board.
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Bump Game Variations
These variations can be played with any of the bump games in this pack!

Version #5: Snakes
• Counters needed: 20 counters per player (i.e. 20 red and 20 green)
• Objective: To have the longest continuous line of counters on the game board by the time one player’s counters run out or 

by the time all of the spaces on the board are filled. The line can continue horizontally and vertically, but not diagonally.
No counter may be counted twice.

Version #6: Race Across the Board
• Counters needed: 20 counters per player (i.e. 20 red and 20 green)
• Objective: To be the first player to have a line of counters that stretch from the top row to the bottom row on the game 

board. The line can move horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

Version #7: Cover the Board
• Counters needed: 24 counters per player (i.e. 24 red and 24 green)
• Objective: To be the first player to completely cover his/her half of the game board with his/her counters.
• NOTE: Before starting the game, players need to assign halves of the board.
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BUMP! (Idioms)

2
When Thomas moved from the country to the big city, he felt like a fish 

out of water.

3
$10,000 may seem like a lot of money, but it’s a drop in the ocean

compared to what we need to spend to rebuild this house. 

4
I had to give a presentation to the president of the company on my first 

day. You could definitely say that I was thrown in at the deep end!

5
“Why can’t you just cooperate with us, Anna?” asked Michael. “You don’t 

always have to swim against the tide.”

6 The new blockbuster movie is making a splash. Everyone’s going to see it!

7 Don’t worry.  I’ll attend your birthday party come rain or shine.

8
J.K. Rowling’s latest book is hot off the press today. People are lining up at 

the bookstore to buy a copy.

9
When we go to foreign countries, we always ask locals where to eat 

instead of looking in the guide book. That way, we get off of the beaten
path.

10
The two runners finished the race in a dead heat. There wasn’t even a 

fraction of a second between their finishing times.

11 Let’s beat the heat by going to the movie theater this afternoon.

12 Don’t pay attention to the silly stuff that Bill is saying. He’s full of hot air.

Find the definition of the underlined idiom. 

Use 2 dice
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BUMP! (IDIOMS)

Getting a lot of 
attention from 

people

To go against 
what everyone 

else does or 
wants

To feel 
completely out 

of place

At exactly the 
same time; tied

A very small 
amount 

compared to the 
amount needed

Not known or 
popular by many 

people

No matter what 
the weather is

To make 
someone do 
something 

difficult without
preparation

To talk nonsense At exactly the 
same time; tied

Getting a lot of 
attention from 

people

Just released by 
a publisher

To find ways of 
staying cool 

during hot 
weather

To feel 
completely out 

of place

To find ways of 
staying cool 

during hot 
weather

Not known or 
popular by many 

people

Just released by 
a publisher

No matter what 
the weather is

At exactly the 
same time; tied

A very small 
amount 

compared to the 
amount needed

To make 
someone do 
something 

difficult without
preparation

Getting a lot of 
attention from 

people

To go against 
what everyone 

else does or 
wants

To talk nonsense
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BUMP! (Context Clues)

2
Let’s go sit inside in the air conditioning for a few minutes. I need to get 

out of this sweltering heat.

3
Drink lots of water today. Because you’re sweating a lot, your body won’t 

retain enough water.

4 Those dark gray clouds make it apparent that it’s going to rain shortly.

5
On a hot summer day, there’s nothing more refreshing than a glass of cold 

ice water.

6
Our city is adding new restaurants and attractions to promote tourism. 

Hopefully, many people will come to visit our city this summer.

7
This plum is still as hard as a rock. Sadly, I probably need to wait a few 

more days before it is edible.

8
There isn’t a cloud in the sky tonight, which is perfect for viewing the 

constellations. The Big Dipper is part of the constellation called Ursa Major.

9
The playground and fields at the end of my street are the perfect place 

for recreation.

10
Even though it’s not that hot outside today, I feel sticky due to the high 

humidity.

11
This summer, my family is going on a one-month voyage to explore various 

islands in the Caribbean Sea.

12
We decided to leave the beach since our only other alternative was to 

wait in the pouring rain.

Use your context clues to find the definition of the underlined word. 

Use 2 dice
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BUMP! (Context Clues)

Moisture in the 
air Able to be eaten

A group of stars 
that forms a 

particular shape
A long journey

Making someone 
feel better and 
more energetic

Something that 
can be chosen 

instead of 
something else

Obvious to see Able to be eaten

Activities done 
for enjoyment Very hot Moisture in the 

air

Making someone 
feel better and 
more energetic

A group of stars 
that forms a 

particular shape
Able to be eaten

The activity of 
traveling to a 

place for 
pleasure

To keep

Obvious to see A long journey Very hot

Something that 
can be chosen 

instead of 
something else

Activities done 
for enjoyment

The activity of 
traveling to a 

place for 
pleasure

A group of stars 
that forms a 

particular shape
To keep
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BUMP! (SYNONYMS)

2
While at the beach, we saw a pod of dolphins playing near the shore, 

which was a rare sight.

3
Because all six of my siblings are home during the summer, there’s never a 

dull moment in our house.

4
Because there are so many activities to do during the summer, it’s often 
hard to choose which one to do. Perhaps we’ll go to the pool tomorrow.

5
After dinner, my father and I put the leashes on Beau and Squirt. Then, 

we take them for a 15-minute stroll in the park.

6
On vacation, we needed a place to sleep for the night. So, my dad called 

the Homewood Inn to see if they had a vacant room.

7
Our airplane will depart at 10:15 A.M. tomorrow morning, so be sure to 

arrive at the airport with enough time to get through security.

8
I searched everywhere for my goggles. Just when I was about to give up, 

I located them in my desk drawer.

9
I did a cannonball into the swimming pool. All of the people who were 

sitting in the chairs nearby were irate because I got them soaking wet.

10
We climbed to the top of the mountain so that we could watch the 

beautiful sunset.

11
The temperature did not seem to change gradually this year. It seems like 

it went from freezing cold to boiling hot overnight.

12
My family pondered for weeks about where to go on vacation this year. 

We finally decided upon Hawaii.

Find a synonym for the underlined word. 

Use 2 dice
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BUMP! (SYNONYMS)

boring walk available found

slowly angry uncommon thought

maybe leave view available

available thought angry maybe

uncommon found slowly leave

leave walk boring view
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BUMP! (PREFIXES)

2 The heat is not a reason to remain inactive all day long.

3
Mr. and Mrs. Montague were undecided about where to go for their 

honeymoon.

4 Temperatures are the hottest in midsummer.

5
After the hurricane struck the island last summer, many of the hotels had 

to be rebuilt.

6 At the end of the 40-kilometer bike ride, we dismounted our bicycles.

7
When I went snorkeling, I took my underwater camera so that I could 

snap pictures of the tropical fish.

8
After trying on my sandals from last year, it was clear that I had 

outgrown them.

9
The tour guide gave us a short preview of the types of wildlife we’d be 

able to see while on safari.

10
The airline misplaced my suitcase so I didn’t have any clothes with me on 

vacation.

11
I became impatient after 45 minutes of standing in line for the roller 

coaster.

12
My mom had to rearrange our dresser drawers so that the summer 

clothes were in front and the winter clothes were in back.

Identify the prefix and then use it to determine the meaning of the underlined word. 

Use 2 dice
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BUMP! (PREFIXES)

To get off of 
something

Not doing things 
that require 

energy

Not wanting to 
wait for 

something

To put in the 
wrong place

Not having made 
a decision yet

Below the 
surface of the 

water

To make 
something again

The middle of the 
summer season

A description of 
something that 
you will see in 

the future

To become too 
large in size for

Not doing things 
that require 

energy

To become too 
large in size for

To change the 
position of 
something

The middle of the 
summer season

To get off of 
something

To change the 
position of 
something

To put in the 
wrong place

To make 
something again

Not having made 
a decision yet

To make 
something again

To become too 
large in size for

Not wanting to 
wait for 

something

A description of 
something that 
you will see in 

the future

Below the 
surface of the 

water
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BUMP! (Multiple meaning words)

3 We sat on the bank to watch the boats sail by.

4
We had to stop at the border of Kenya and Tanzania to get our passports 

stamped.

5 Basketball is the sport where I really shine. I’m the star player.

6 I counted the coins in my bank to see if I had enough to buy ice cream.

7 The Fields are taking a trip to Croatia this summer.

8 Johnny was bold enough to jump into the pool from the 10-meter platform.

9
After dusting it off and filling its tires with air, my bicycle was back to its 

original state.

10 When we go to the beach, we always fill a cooler with cans of soda.

11 I bet the sun will shine almost every day this summer.

12
When I went to get my photographs printed, they asked if I wanted the 

photographs to have a white border.

13 Amy wore a bathing suit with bold stripes and polka dots.

14 Watch out!  Your shoe is untied and you might trip!

15 Grandma Jean brought out an ice cold pitcher of lemonade.

16 The pitcher threw me a fast ball and I hit it out of the park!

17 Can you please state your name and phone number?

18 Let’s go to the fair this evening when the temperature will be cooler.

Find the meaning of the underlined word based on how it is used in the sentence.

Use 3 dice
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BUMP! (Multiple meaning words)

Bright and 
very 

noticeable

A line 
separating 

different 
countries

A container
for keeping 

food and 
drinks cold

Less warm

To give off 
light To say To fall or 

nearly fall

A design
around the 

edge of 
something

The player 
who throws 

the ball to the 
batter

A container 
for holding 

liquids

The higher 
ground that is 

along the 
edge of a 

river

To be very 
successful at 

an activity

The condition 
of something

A container
for keeping 

food and 
drinks cold

A design
around the 

edge of 
something

The player 
who throws 

the ball to the 
batter

A journey to a 
place

To give off 
light

The condition 
of something

Not having 
fear

A container in 
which money 

is saved

Not having 
fear

A container 
for holding 

liquids

Bright and 
very 

noticeable
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Answer Key (Idioms)
2 To feel completely out of place

3 A very small amount compared to the amount needed

4 To make someone do something difficult without preparation

5 To go against what everyone else does or wants

6 Getting a lot of attention from people

7 No matter what the weather is

8 Just released by a publisher

9 Not known or popular by many people

10 At exactly the same time; tied

11 To find ways of staying cool during hot weather

12 To talk nonsense

Answer Key (Context Clues)
2 Very hot

3 To keep

4 Obvious to see

5 Making someone feel better and more energetic

6 The activity of traveling to a place for pleasure

7 Able to be eaten

8 A group of stars that forms a particular shape 

9 Activities done for enjoyment

10 Moisture in the air

11 A long journey

12 Something that can be chosen instead of something else


