


How to Play
Object of the game: Be the first person to move around the board and land on the “You Win!” space.

Get ready:
1. Set the game board, game pieces, and dice on the playing table.
2. Shuffle the game cards and place them question-side up on the playing table.
3. Each player chooses a color counter to use as his/her game piece and places it on the game board space labeled “Start.”

Playing the game:

1. The player whose birthday is coming up next goes first.
2. The first player will pick up the first card (without looking at the back with the answer).  
3. The first player will show the card to the other players, and then will try to answer the question.
4. After giving his or her answer, the other players will look on the back of the card to see if the player was correct.

• If the player was correct, he/she gets to roll the dice and move that number of spaces on the game board. If the 
player lands on a space with directions (such as “Move ahead 2 spaces”), he/she follows those directions. 

• If the player was incorrect, he/she stays on the same space and does not get to move.
5. Now the player’s turn is finished and the next player’s turn begins.

How to Win:

1. Game play continues until one of the following happens: 
• A player lands on the “You Win!” space.  In that case, the first player to land on the “You Win!” space is the winner.
• The teacher calls time.  In that case, the player who is closest to the “You Win!” space is the winner.

Note: If the players run out of playing cards before someone reaches finish, the players should shuffle the deck again and 
continue playing.
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Question Question Question
No matter where children attend school around the 
world, they all look forward to having breaks from 
classes and homework! In the United States, 
Canada, and many European countries, students 
look forward to having a two-month vacation 
during the summer. Some students, like those in 
Australia and Brazil, look forward to their summer 
break in December and January, since that is when 
summer comes to the southern hemisphere of the 
world! Students in countries like Japan, New 
Zealand, and Kenya have three or four short 
breaks during the year instead of one long summer 
break. That way, their school work is more evenly 
divided across the year. Children in China have their 
summer break from mid-July through the end of 
August, but many children often spend that time 
studying for important exams or taking summer 
classes to continue learning. 

Why do some countries have multiple shorter 
breaks throughout the year instead of one long 

summer break?

A. The school work can be more evenly spread 
out across the year.

B. The children can continue to take classes 
during the shorter breaks.

C. The heat of summer does not last as long in 
those places.

D. The children don’t like having breaks from 
school in those places.

Have you ever wondered how summer vacations 
from school began? It is a very interesting history 
that starts with two kinds of schools. In the 
United States, there were rural schools, which 
were often located in farming areas, and city 
schools. Children who went to rural schools had to 
help their families plant seeds in the spring and 
harvest crops in the fall. Therefore, they only 
went to school in the winter and summer. On the 
other hand, children living in cities went to school 
almost all year long with a few very short breaks. 
Teachers and politicians wanted to put all schools 
in the United States on the same schedule. On top 
of that, many schools were too hot and stuffy in 
the summer, and it was hard to cool them down 
enough so that students could safely study. 
Eventually, everyone agreed that all students 
should take breaks in the summer and then return 
to school in the fall. This worked well as more 
families moved to cities, and now, summer is the 
time for all children in the United States to take a 
vacation from school. 

What would be a good title for this passage?

A. A Need for Different School Schedules in the 
U.S. 

B. How Summer Vacation in the U.S. Came to Be
C. Schooling for Children of U.S. Farmers
D. Learning During the Summer Heat in the U.S.

May 5th is Teacher Appreciation Day. Even if you 
missed the official holiday, it’s important to take 
some time to thank your teachers for all of the 
work they have done to help you and your 

classmates this year. Making something special for 
your teachers is one way to let them know that you 
had a wonderful school year. For example, you could 
make bookmarks out of pressed flowers, recycled 
beads, or tissue paper so that they can keep it in 
their favorite book over the summer! You could 
decorate some sunglasses with glitter, wacky paint, 
or special memories from the school year so that 
they can use them while relaxing by the swimming 
pool. You could also bring a mug for everyone to sign 

with special markers so that your teacher will 
always remember your class. Finally, a picture, a 
homemade treat, or a special note is sure to make 
your teacher smile on the last day of school. And, 
don’t forget to thank anyone else in your school, like 
your art teachers, janitors, librarians, and principal, 
who may have helped to make your year great!

What was the author’s purpose of writing this 
text?

A. To remind students to celebrate Teacher 
Appreciation Day on the correct date

B. To entertain students with some fun craft 
ideas to complete over the summer

C. To provide students with ideas about ways to 
celebrate and thank their teachers

D. To persuade teachers to show appreciation 
for their students
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Question Question Question
Jason and Cameron had been cooped up inside all 
day. They were cousins and best friends, and 
they wanted to go outside to play. It was the 
first day of summer, but a great thunderstorm 
washed over the city. Instead of playing with 
their super water pistols, they sat looking out the 
window at the dreary sky. When it was time for 
Cameron to go home, Jason followed him outside. 
The dark clouds were parting and beautiful stars 
were beginning to shine in the night sky. Just then, 
Cameron jumped. 
“Look! Jason!” Cameron pointed to a star that 
was moving – only it wasn’t a star, it was a 
firefly! Soon, hundreds of fireflies danced above 
Jason’s front yard. Jason and Cameron ran 
around and had a contest to see who could have 
the most fireflies sit on their hand at one time. 
“I have seven!” exclaimed Jason, counting the 
fireflies resting on his sleeve. 
“I thought I had eight, but one of these is just a 
piece of leaf,” replied Cameron, laughing.

How did the boys’ moods change during the 
story?

A. From fearful to relieved
B. From angry to surprised
C. From happy to upset
D. From disappointed to excited

Simone and Barbara had been study buddies 
since kindergarten. However, Simone’s mom got 
a job in the city and Simone had to move away. 
Barbara was bummed. She had already planned 
all of the fun things they could do together next 
year in 4th grade, and now Simone would be far 
away. On the last day of school, they both 
brought each other a surprise. 
“I think you’ll really enjoy what I made you,” 
said Simone, laughing. “Close your eyes!” 
Barbara shook her head. “Oh, I have a surprise 
for YOU too! Let’s share on the count of three.  
One... two... three.” 
They both revealed their surprise. 
“Vanilla cake with chocolate frosting is my 
favorite!” exclaimed Simone.
“And you made me my favorite: chocolate cake 
with strawberry frosting!” exclaimed Barbara.
“I made you an entire dozen, but my mom said 
that I could only bring one of them to school 
today,” said Simone. 
“And I baked a dozen for you too!”

What did the girls make for each other?

A. Cupcakes
B. Brownies
C. Ice cream sundaes
D. Cookies

This year, Mrs. Albert was my teacher, and she 
was my favorite teacher ever. She made us laugh 
when we were feeling down, and she taught us so 
many amazing things about the world. I was not 
looking forward to leaving her class at the end of 
the year, but my mom said not to worry. 
“Sweetie, think of all the new kids Mrs. Albert is 
going to help,” she told me. “She’s going to be a 
great surprise for her next group of students!” 
My mom had a good point, but it didn’t make me 
feel any better. Then, I thought that if I gave 
Mrs. Albert a special surprise, I wouldn’t feel so 
sad about leaving her. I worked hard all night and 
gave her the present Monday morning. It was a 
little gold throne that said, “Mrs. Albert is the 
QUEEN of teaching!” Mrs. Albert loved it so much. 
She gave me a high-five and then she put it right 
on top of her desk. 
“Don’t worry about next year,” she said with a 
big wink. “You’re going to be with Mr. Albert!” 
“What?” I replied, jumping up with excitement.

Which of the following best explains why the 
narrator jumped up at the end of the story?

A. Mrs. Albert loved her gift the most.
B. The narrator’s teacher next year is the 

husband of the narrator’s current teacher.
C. Mrs. Albert is going to move up a grade level 

and will remain with the narrator.
D. Mrs. Albert is retiring.
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B. The narrator’s teacher next year is the husband 

of the narrator’s current teacher.
A. Cupcakes D. From disappointed to excited


