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Question Question Question
Christmas is a holiday celebrated by many 
people all over the world. Christmas is a 
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ over 
2,000 years ago when Mary and Joseph had 
a miraculous baby. They traveled far and 
could not find a place to stay because all of 
the inns were full. Mary and Joseph stayed 
in a humble place for animals instead, and 
they put the baby Jesus in a manger, which 
is a little basin that is filled with hay for 
animals. A star and an angel guided wise men 
and shepherds to the baby to bring gifts and 
to celebrate his birth. That is why many 
people put a star on their Christmas tree, 
give gifts, and celebrate family on Christmas 
day.

According to this passage, why do many 
people put a star on their tree?

A. A star guided the wise men and 
shepherds to the baby.

B. There was a star on the roof of the 
place where Jesus was born.

C. The star makes the Christmas tree look 
festive and bright.

D. Because the inns were full, Jesus was 
born under the stars.

Christmas is a time for miracles, and one 
Christmas, a little girl named Helen got to 
see her Christmas wishes come true! 
Helen, a 5-year-old girl who lived in 
Washington, tied her letters to Santa on 
two balloons and sent them into the sky. 
Her family was not very rich, so she only 
asked for a doll, some clothes, and some 
shoes. The balloons carried her letters so 
far away that they landed in California! A 
lady named Julie found the letter when 
she was riding her bike. She decided to 
buy some gifts for Helen and make Helen's 
wishes come true! Thanks to Helen’s wish 
and Julie’s kindness, Helen had a very 
merry Christmas. A small act of kindness 
can go a long way on Christmas!

How did Julie make Helen’s wish come true?

A. Julie went to Washington to visit Helen.
B. Julie sent the balloons in the air and 

back to Washington.
C. Julie sent Helen the presents that she 

had asked Santa for.
D. Julie sent Helen a new bike for 

Christmas.

Did you know that the magical legend of 
Santa Claus is inspired by a saint? Saint 
Nicholas was a very kind man who gave his 
money to others and who helped people in 
need. He always tried to help people 
secretly because he did not want any 
gratitude or attention. Because Saint 
Nicholas helped many children stay away 
from danger, he is known as “the 
protector of children." On December 6th, 
which is the day Saint Nicholas died, some 
people celebrate and remember his life 
with a large feast. In some countries, 
children place a shoe outside of their 
bedroom door with the hope that Saint 
Nicholas will come and bring them a small 
gift.  Even to this day, people say that 
Saint Nicholas, or Santa, is a friend to all 
children.

Which word best describes Saint Nicholas?

A. Adventurous
B. Curious
C. Dangerous
D. Generous
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D. Generous C. Julie sent Helen the presents that she had asked 

Santa for.
A. A star guided the wise men and shepherds to 

the baby.
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Question Question Question
Sugar cookies are one of the most popular 
Christmas cookies, and they can be used to 
make many different treats! You can roll 
sugar cookie dough in cinnamon sugar before 
baking for a crispy cinnamon cookie, or you 
can dip half of a cooled cookie in melted 
chocolate. You can also add chocolate 
sprinkles or crushed candy canes on top of 
baked sugar cookies for a fun treat. You 
may want to try pushing your thumb into 
each ball of sugar cookie dough before it 
bakes.  Then, when the cookies cool, you can 
fill each “thumbprint” with jams, chocolate 
spreads, or caramel. Because sugar cookies 
are simple and easy to decorate, they are 
very versatile. You can even try your hand at 
making your own special sugar cookies this 
Christmas by inventing a new idea!

What does the phrase “try your hand” 
mean in the last sentence?

A. To roll out the cookie dough with your 
hands

B. To attempt to do something
C. To eat the cookie dough off of your 

hands
D. To do something all by yourself

Christmas is a time to give presents and to 
celebrate the joy that giving presents to 
other people brings. Even giving a small gift, 
like a flower or a handmade card, to 
someone you love can make you feel happier. 
You can also give to other people by 
volunteering your time. Some ideas are 
visiting a nursing home, cleaning your local 
park, or collecting food at your 
neighborhood food bank. Doing any of these 
things can cheer someone up and can make 
you feel better too! People have found that 
giving a gift to someone else makes you 
happier than receiving a gift! Giving can also 
make people worry less, which is just another 
reason to give kindness, love, and thoughtful 
treats to others this Christmas.

What was the author’s purpose of writing 
this passage?

A. To entertain the reader with a story about 
gift giving during Christmas

B. To persuade the reader to give gifts to 
others during Christmas

C. To inform the reader about how to make 
special Christmas gifts for others

D. To persuade the reader to collect food at 
their local food bank during Christmas

During the Revolutionary War, President 
George Washington led many troops into 
battle. On Christmas Day 1776, when their 
enemies were celebrating Christmas, George 
Washington and his small group of brave 
troops crossed the freezing Delaware River. 
Their plan was to surprise attack their 
enemies early the next morning. Because 
their enemies were caught completely off 
guard, they gave up and ran away quite 
easily! Even though it was not a big victory, 
this win made many of George Washington’s 
soldiers very happy after months of snow, 
ice, and war. Their day after Christmas 
surprise had certainly surprised the enemy, 
thanks to George Washington’s idea. 

Why were the enemies “caught 
completely off guard”?

A. They did not expect George Washington 
and his men to show up the day after 
Christmas.

B. They did not expect to run more slowly 
than George Washington’s men.

C. They were freezing from spending the 
night in the cold.

D. They were tired from travelling across 
the Delaware River.
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A. They did not expect George Washington and his 

men to show up the day after Christmas.
B. To persuade the reader to give gifts to others 

during Christmas
B. To attempt to do something
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Question Question Question
All morning, our teacher, Ms. Henderson, had 
been looking for her glittery snowflakes, candy 
canes, and paper trees. She wanted us to help 
her decorate the classroom. 
“Where did they go?” she asked herself, as she 
looked under a gigantic stack of papers. 
“Where on Earth have I put them?” 
We all helped her look, but there was not a 
candy cane to be found. We even looked under 
the cage of our class hamster, Howie. Howie 
was always mischievous, but even he didn’t 
know where the decorations had gone. 
“Well, let’s make our own decorations,” said Ms. 
Henderson, and we got busy. 
I used glitter glue and construction paper, and 
my friend Jessica made a Christmas tree out 
of a recycled bottle! When we were finished 
decorating, our classroom looked very merry 
and bright. 
“Merry Christmas!” exclaimed Ms. Henderson. 
“And, thank you all for being so creative!”

What point of view is this story told from?

A. Third person
B. Second person
C. First person
D. The hamster’s point of view

Making soup was Claire’s favorite thing to do. Her 
dad even called her “The Queen of Soup” because 
she could make nine different types of soup! Every 
Christmas, Claire would make a big pot of soup at 
the local soup kitchen, and the cooks would say 
that she really was the Queen of Soup! Then, they 
would give her a Christmas crown. That was 
Claire’s favorite part of Christmas! 
Claire did not know what soup to make this year. 
“Dad, what soup should I make for the soup kitchen 
this year? I want it to be a special one for all of 
the people who might not have anything to eat for 
Christmas.” 
“Hmmm... I'm sure you will come up with a good 
idea,” replied her dad. “You are the Queen of Soup!” 
Claire looked at recipes on the computer and found 
the perfect one: tomato soup! 
“It’s red, for Christmas!” she thought. 
That year, all of the cooks at the Soup Kitchen 
tasted Claire’s tomato soup and agreed: Claire is 
still the Queen of Soup!

How does Claire solve the problem she faces 
in this story?

A. She asks the chefs at the soup kitchen which 
type of soup they want her to make.

B. She looks on the computer for an idea for 
what type of soup to make.

C. She makes all nine types of soup.
D. Her dad tells her which soup to make.

When Kate moved to Colorado, she was sad that 
her old friends couldn’t come with her. 
“Mom, when will I make new friends?” asked Kate. 
“You just have to spend more time with your 
classmates,” said Mom. “The perfect friend could 
be right in front of you!” 
But the snow fell harder, Christmas was coming 
soon, and Kate had nobody to help her make paper 
snowflakes. 
One day, Kate saw the girl in front of her drop her 
math paper onto the floor. The girl’s name was 
Lonea. She had long, dark hair, and she had to stay 
in her wheelchair because her legs did not work so 
well. 
“Here’s your paper,” said Kate. 
“Thank you!” said Lonea. “I guess that solves one 
problem, but this division problem is still confusing!” 
They laughed together, and later, they played 
after school. Lonea was very good at making paper 
snowflakes and showed Kate how to make new 
patterns. 
“Thanks for being such a great friend, Lonea,” said 
Kate. “Now, I’m not sad anymore!”

What could be a good title for this story?

A. How to Make Paper Snowflakes
B. Kate Saves the Day
C. The Lonely Move
D. A New Christmas Friend
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D. A New Christmas Friend B. She looks on the computer for an idea for what 

type of soup to make.
C. First person


