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Question Question Question
In 2009, President Barack Obama became the 
first African American president of the United 
States of America. President Obama grew up in 
Hawaii and Indonesia. He learned about 
leadership from his mother and grandmother, 
who were hard workers and talented leaders. 
Even though President Obama got his law 
degree from the top law school in the country, 
Harvard Law School, he learned even more by 
working to help the poor in his community. When 
President Obama ran for President of the 
United States, many people sent him hateful 
messages and threats because of the color of 
his skin. Despite this, President Obama worked 
hard to win the hearts and minds of voters and 
won the presidency. He used the lessons he 
learned while growing up to help him lead the 
United States in a time of many challenges.

According to the passage, why did people send 
Obama hateful messages and threats when he 

ran for president?

A. They didn’t want a president who had 
grown up in a different country.

B. They didn’t understand why Obama wanted 
to help the poor.

C. They didn’t think that a lawyer had the 
skills to become president.

D. They didn’t want an African American to 
become president.

Even though Cinderella is just a fairy tale, one 
African American woman has a story just like it! 
Instead of a fairy godmother, hard work and 
talent made her dreams come true. Oprah 
Winfrey was the first African American 
billionaire in the world, but she grew up very 
poor with her young mother and cruel relatives. 
When she was a teenager, she moved away to 
live with her father. After college, Oprah got a 
job hosting a small talk show on television. People 
loved Oprah’s warm-hearted style and she 
became a hit quickly.  She worked long hours 
and late nights to make the show a success.  
Eventually, Oprah launched the hugely popular 
Oprah Winfrey Show. Oprah says that being 
yourself and doing what you love will make you 
happy. She donates much of her money to 
charities and is one of the wealthiest and most 
inspiring people in the world.

According to the passage, which is NOT a way 
that Oprah Winfrey’s story is like Cinderella’s?

A. Oprah had a fairy godmother.
B. Oprah lived with cruel relatives when she 

was young.
C. Oprah had a difficult life when she was 

younger, but then she became rich.
D. Oprah’s dreams came true.

Have you ever wondered how hearing aids, 
baby monitors, or telephones can “hear” 
sound? Invented by a famous inventor, a tiny 
microphone makes these popular items 
possible. This famous inventor is an African 
American man named James West. As a little 
boy, James asked a lot of questions about how 
things worked and he often took apart his 
parents’ appliances. In college, James studied 
physics. After college, James and a team of 
other scientists invented a tiny microphone 

that continues to be used in over 90% of items 
that contain a microphone! He is now in the 
Inventors Hall of Fame and has over 250 
patents for his inventions. He still does 
research on sound and microphones, and he is 
a teacher and scientist at John Hopkins 
University. He shows that great minds and 
success come from everywhere. 

Which of the following would NOT be an item 
that contains James West’s big invention?

A. Video camera
B. Microwave
C. Cell phone
D. Voice recorder
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Question Question Question
Rosa Parks grew up in Alabama in the 1920s. 
As a little girl, Rosa saw many of her friends 
and family treated unkindly because of their 
skin color. She knew it was wrong, but anyone 
who tried to change things was hurt or 
arrested. When Rosa Parks grew up, she and 
other African Americans made peaceful but 
powerful acts against this cruel treatment. 
For example, Rosa Parks refused to give up her 
bus seat when a white bus driver told her to 
stand up and make room for more white 

people. Rosa Parks just said no! Rosa was put in 
jail and charged a fine because she had broken 
the law. Because Rosa believed that this law 
against African Americans was unjust, Rosa 
and many others stopped using the buses for 
almost a year. Eventually, the law was changed
and African Americans were allowed to sit 
anywhere on the bus.

What does the word “unjust” mean in the 
second to last sentence?

A. Not fair
B. Reasonable
C. Illegal
D. Not recent; in the past

At 11 years old, an African American boy named 
Matthew Henson ran away from home. A year 
later, he became a cabin boy on a ship called 
the Katie Hines. The Captain taught him how to 
read and write, and Matthew got to sail all 
around the world! When explorer Robert Peary 
met Matthew years later in Washington D.C., he 
was surprised at how much Matthew knew 
about the world. Robert invited him to become 
an explorer on his expeditions. In 1891, Matthew 
joined Robert’s expedition to Greenland, and by 
the end of the trip, Matthew was the only one 
who had not abandoned Robert.  Matthew was 
known for being kind to the people he met when 
he traveled. Even the Inuit people in the Arctic 
called him “Matthew the Kind One.” In 1908, 
Matthew became one of the first people to 
ever reach the North Pole. However, because of 
his skin color, he was not recognized for this 
accomplishment for many years. Today, he is 
famous for his brave adventures.

Based on what you read, which word cannot 
be used to describe Matthew Henson?

A. Dependable
B. Uneducated
C. Considerate
D. Adventurous

Jesse Owens was an African American athlete who 
won four Olympic gold medals in 1936 for sprinting, 
long jump, and relay races. Although Jesse was 
often sick as a young boy, he was expected to work 
hard to help his family. At the age of seven, he had 
to pick up to 100 pounds of cotton per day! In high 
school, Jesse became known for his speed, and 
when he got to college, he beat many world 
records. Despite his success, people still treated 
him cruelly because of his skin color. When his 
track team traveled, he was not allowed to sleep in 
the same hotels or eat at the same restaurants as 
his white teammates. Eventually, Jesse went to the 
1936 Summer Olympics in Germany where Adolf 
Hitler was in charge of the games. Hitler said that 
only white people would win the Olympics. However, 
Jesse won four gold medals right in front of Hitler 
and he even made friends with his German rivals! 
Jesse was a man of great talent and speed who 
worked hard to follow his dreams no matter what 
anybody told him. He showed the world that 
greatness comes in all colors.

How did Hitler most likely feel when Jesse 
Owens won the Olympics?

A. Excited
B. Hurt
C. Shocked
D. Proud
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Question Question Question
In World War II, the soldiers were segregated, or 
separated, by the color of their skin or their race. 
That meant that African American and white 
soldiers did not fight together. In fact, at the 
beginning of the war, African Americans were not 
allowed to fight at all! They were only allowed to 
help by driving trucks, cooking, or doing other 
service jobs. However, near the end of the war, 
African American soldiers were needed to help 
fight. Many of these soldiers were incredibly 
successful and became famous. For example, 
Samuel L. Gravely, Jr. was the first African 
American officer on one of the ships that helped 
hunt down enemy submarines. The Tuskegee 
Airmen were the first African American pilots in 
the United States military. After the war, United 
States troops were desegregated. Thanks to the 
brave sacrifice of African American soldiers in 
World War II, men and women of all colors and 
races are now allowed to work together to protect 
the United States.

According to the passage, what was different near 
the end of World War II?

A. African American and white soldiers became 
segregated.

B. African American soldiers were allowed to 
fight alongside white soldiers.

C. African American soldiers were allowed to do 
important service jobs.

D. African American soldiers and white soldiers 
switched fighting roles.

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery in 
Maryland. He was sent to work for a ship-maker 
named Hugh Auld and his wife, Sophie. Sophie was 
kind and taught Fredrick how to read, even 
though it was against the law in Maryland at that 
time. Eventually, Hugh forbade his wife from 
teaching Frederick. Many people were afraid that 
if slaves learned to read, they would read about 
freedom and would not want to be slaves 
anymore. But, Frederick did not give up. He kept 
learning from other people and white children in 
the neighborhood until he was good enough to 
read college books. Even when he was sold to a 
cruel master, Frederick did not stop reading and 
he shared his knowledge with other slaves. 
Eventually, he escaped slavery and became a 
great hero. He wrote his own books and traveled 
far and wide to tell people that slavery was 
wrong. In 1872, less than 10 years after Abraham 
Lincoln put an end to slavery, Frederick became 
the first African American to be nominated for 
vice president of the United States.

Which word best describes Frederick 
Douglass, based on what you read?

A. Cowardly
B. Polite
C. Determined
D. Jealous

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta, 
Georgia. When he was a little boy, he saw that 
black people were treated differently than white 
people. As he grew older, he wanted to change this 
cruel treatment. Martin was inspired by people like 
his father and a teacher named Gandhi. They 
taught him about right and wrong and how to fight 
in a peaceful way. Martin began to fight against 
inequality by writing letters, speeches, and articles 
on why racism was wrong. Martin would travel far 
and wide to share his message and to help people 
who were hurt because of racism. Eventually, 
people began to listen to Martin’s message and 
joined with him to peacefully protest against 
racism. Although he was eventually killed for 
standing up for his beliefs, Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s message still lives on. There are now laws 
against racial inequality, holidays to celebrate our 
differences, and even many streets and schools 
named after him.

Which of the following is NOT a way that Martin 
Luther King, Jr. fought against racism?

A. He spoke in front of people about the 
problems with racism.

B. He worked with people who had been 
harmed by racism.

C. He wrote letters and articles about why 
racism was wrong.

D. He harmed anyone who acted racist 
towards African Americans.
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African Americans.
C. Determined B. African American soldiers were allowed to fight 

alongside white soldiers.


