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Question

Even though humans and sharks are both vertebrates, their skeletons are made out of different materials.  
A human’s skeleton is made out of bone.  A shark’s skeleton is made out of cartilage.  Cartilage is much 
more flexible and is lighter than bone.  Having a more flexible skeleton helps sharks to be able to change 
directions quickly while swimming.  It also enables them to open their jaws really wide to take down and eat 
their prey.  

What was the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
A. To persuade the reader that a shark’s skeleton is better than a human’s skeleton.
B. To entertain the reader with some interesting facts about sharks.
C. To inform the reader about the material that makes up a shark’s skeleton.

Liam was so excited!  He and his family were adopting two new dogs from the animal shelter.  Liam had 
always wanted a dog, but his parents had always told him that it was too much responsibility.  After years 
of begging, his parents had finally agreed.  At the animal shelter, Liam’s mom and sister had fallen in love 
with a small, black dog, while Liam and his father had become pals with a big, yellow dog.  When they 
couldn’t agree on just one dog, they decided to rescue them both.

What was the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
A. To persuade the reader that rescuing dogs from the animal shelter is a good idea.
B. To entertain the reader with a story about Liam adopting his dogs.
C. To inform the reader about how to adopt dogs from the animal shelter.

If you love dogs but don’t want the responsibility of caring for a big animal, you should seriously consider 
getting a ferret.  Aside from having the most adorable faces, ferrets are very friendly and affectionate 
animals.  They crave attention from their owners, much in the same way that dogs do.  They also love to 
play with toys and will play with you for hours.  And unlike dogs, ferrets are small and quiet.  They’re easy 
to care for since they can spend time in their cage and can be trained to use a litter box.

What was the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
A. To persuade the reader to consider having a ferret as a pet.
B. To entertain the reader with information about ferrets.
C. To inform the reader about how to get a ferret.
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C. To inform the reader about the material that makes up a shark’s skeleton.

B. To entertain the reader with a story about Liam adopting his dogs.

A. To persuade the reader to consider having a ferret as a pet.
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Students should be allowed to wear rollerblades at school.  Rollerblading would help students be able to get 
to class faster, which means that less time would be needed to get from one class to another class.  
Rollerblading could also ensure that students get out more energy in between classes, which would lead to 
more students being able to sit still during class.  Rollerblading could also become part of gym class.  The 
school wouldn’t need to buy as much gym equipment because students would have their own rollerblades to 
use.

What was the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
A. To persuade the reader that students should wear rollerblades at school.
B. To entertain the reader with an idea about what school could be like with rollerblades.
C. To inform the reader about the benefits of rollerblading.

Archaeologists learn about ancient cultures by studying the bones that they find.  Bones can give 
archaeologists information about what types of animals people used to eat.  Archaeologists have found 
bones that had been carved into special shapes.  These bones may have been used by ancient people as 
tools for doing different activities.  Sometimes, archaeologists have discovered bones of animals that no 
longer live in the place where they were found.  That could be a clue that the environment has changed 
over time.

What was the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
A. To persuade the reader to become an archaeologist.
B. To entertain the reader with a story about bones from ancient cultures.
C. To inform the reader about how archaeologists learn from bones.

“Help me!” the princess yelled down to the prince from the highest tower of the castle.  The princess could 
hear her evil stepmother, the witch, making her way up the stairs.  “Grab this!” the prince yelled as he 
threw a long rope up to her window.  The princess grabbed the rope and dangled her feet out of the 
window.  “On the count of three,” the prince yelled.  “One, two…”  Just as the prince was about to say 
three, the evil stepmother grabbed the princess by her shoulder.

What was the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
A. To persuade the reader to help the princess escape from the evil stepmother.
B. To entertain the reader with a story about a princess trying to escape.
C. To inform the reader about a princess that was trapped by her evil stepmother.
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A. To persuade the reader that students should wear rollerblades at school.

C. To inform the reader about how archaeologists learn from bones.

B. To entertain the reader with a story about a princess trying to escape.


