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The Downtown Cleveland Alliance Announces  
2007 Sparx in the City  

Program Generates $3.6 Million in Economic Impact in 2006 
 
Cleveland, OH: The Downtown Cleveland Alliance announced today that, as a result of 
a strategic planning process, Sparx in the City (the downtown marketing program 
comprised of the Street Beats concert series and the citywide Gallery Hop) has been 
identified as a key downtown initiative and one that fits perfectly in the DCA’s mission 
to create a vibrant and dynamic downtown. As Sparx moves into its 5 year of enhancing 
the downtown experience this summer, the DCA will assume management 
responsibilities for the program.  
 
Susie Frazier Mueller, the program’s founder and producer, launched Sparx in the City in 
2002 as a means of marketing the unique downtown experience. Over the past four years, 
Sparx in the City has evolved from a volunteer-based experiment among local artists to a 
model program designed to attract the general public to downtown areas dense with 
retailers and restaurants. In the summer months of 2006, Sparx produced 28 free concerts 
throughout three downtown districts and presented the largest art walk in Ohio, including 
over 80 different fine arts retailers and studio artists around downtown. Last year’s 
corporate, media and community partnerships with Sparx were valued at over half a 
million dollars.  
 
According to a 2006 study by Team NEO and Cypress research, the Sparx Gallery Hop 
generated an overall economic impact of $3.6 million for Cuyahoga County. The event 
which included five different districts linked by trolleys drew 33,000 visitors; of those 
visitors, more than 10,500 were from outside of Cuyahoga County.  
 
“This is the type of economic and social catalyst that creates an attractive downtown 
atmosphere, said DCA president Joe Marinucci. “When Susie first approached us, we 
understood the tremendous impact that this program was generating, but it needed a long-
term plan to ensure its future. By tying Sparx into our other economic development and 
marketing initiatives, we will be able to increase the impact the program has on creating a 
vibrant downtown.” 
 
Sparx in the City will be led by DCA staff in partnership with Meredith Camp Events 
LLC, which has served as Sparx’s lead planning contractor for the past two years. “The 
success of Sparx is directly attributed to Susie Frazier Mueller,” said Marinucci. “We 
look forward to her continuing to provide creative energy to the community for years to 
come.”   
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