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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church & School has had the 

honor of being accepted as partners in the world-

wide peace and reconciliation organization called 

the Community of the Cross of Nails.  The organi-

zation is based in Coventry Cathedral in the center 

of England.  Coventry was heavily bombed in 

World War II and the cathedral was almost entirely 

destroyed in 1940.  The cathedral Provost made a 

commitment not to revenge, but to forgiveness and 

reconciliation with those responsible. 

The words “Father Forgive” were inscribed on the 

wall of the ruined chapel and the two charred beams 

which had fallen in the shape of the cross were 

bound and placed on an altar of the rubble.  Three 

medieval nails were formed into a cross and this 

cross of nails became a potent symbol of friendship 

and hope in the post war years.  The new cathedral, 

dedicated in 1962, stands beside the ruins.  The 

Community of the Cross of Nails grew from this 

commitment with the first powerful friendships be-

ing made between Britain and Germany.  Since 

those early days the focus has expanded and there 

are active organizations in twenty nine countries.  

At a service at St. Mark’s on February 15, 2015, we 

were presented with our own Cross of Nails.  We 

promise to “heal the wounds of history, learn to live 

with difference and celebrate diversity and build a 

culture of peace”. 

St. Mark’s has joined other partners all over the 

world in working and praying for peace, justice, and 

reconciliation within our community and beyond.  

There are 19 partners in the Untied States at present 

and our membership will give us the opportunity to 

form links with others across the globe who share 

our dedication to wholeness in individuals, families, 

communities and nations.  Many of the partners 

work in war torn areas or fractured communities and 

are concerned with oppression and inequality. 

This ministry is broad and takes many forms.  In our 

application, St. Mark’s demonstrated that we are 

concerned for, and work in, our local communities 

as well as further afield both nationally and interna-

tionally.  We care for those who are seeking peace 

and reconciliation in their own lives.  Our work is 

practical and prayerful and we strive to make a sig-

nificant difference in the lives of others.  The Peace 

Chapel at St. Mark’s is a tangible symbol of this 

ministry which we now share with churches, 

schools and organizations all over the world. 


