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Vestry News 

October 2019 
 

 

St. Mark’s, Inc. received a “clean bill of health” from auditors at Holyfield & Thomas during this 

month’s vestry meeting.  Joining the vestry were members of the School Advisory Board who 

heard from auditors Dave Thomas, Javier Rodriguez and Scott Kurtz that St. Mark’s continues to 

remain financially healthy with strong liquidity and growing assets that stand at $32.5 million.  

The auditors met a week earlier with members of the church and school finance committees who 

also dug into the report.  The full report is available for your review by contacting the church 

office and Ron McElhone, CFO, at 561-622-0956. 

 

Ron and Jim also thanked the accounting and bookkeeping staff at St. Mark’s:  Donna Grooms, 

controller; Allison Dean, church bookkeeper; and Linda Stinnett, accounting clerk.  Ron also 

thanked the work of the finance committees for church and school and for the continued support 

of so many for the mission of St. Mark’s. 

 

Vestry also heard from Jim that the tenant living in the house on the Pahokee property has 

moved out, so St. Mark’s is free to move forward renovating the two buildings for future 

ministry.  One possibility is for St. Mark’s to house a Bridges location operated by Community 

Partners in the renovated church building.  Discussions are taking place and vestry will learn 

more in the coming months.   

 

Charlie Schlumberger also gave an update on the progress of the team that has been conducting a 

feasibility study for St. George’s in Riviera Beach.  The Schlumberger Report is nearly 

complete. 

 

Jim reported on the ribbon cutting for the second Hearts of Palm House, which took place 

Wednesday, September 25.  About fifty people attended from St. Mark’s, The Lord’s Place, and 

the local community, and they welcomed Tiffany and her two teenage daughters into their 

temporary home.  Thanks to the many volunteers who worked tirelessly to transform the house 

into a beautiful home! 

 

Jim and Ron also reported on “Beyond Plate and Pledge” conference they attended in mid-

September at Kanuga Camp and Conference Center in North Carolina.  They learned about 

innovative ways Episcopal congregations are using assets for ministry and how collaborative 

relationships with non-profits are creating innovative and financially viable ways of ministering 

in local communities. 
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Financials 
 

There are no financials for the first quarter of the fiscal year due to the audit.  Now that the audit 

is complete, the finance committees and vestry will review the July, August and September 

reports at the next meeting in November.  For questions about your pledges or other inquiries, 

please call Allison Dean, bookkeeper at 561-622-0956. 

 

 

St. Mark’s at a Glance 

 

Did you know . . .   
 

St. Mark’s is hosting a Harambe Weekend, Abiding in Love, November 8-10?  Designed to raise 

funds to send children to high school and support one-acre farmers in rural Kenya, this annual 

gathering helps St. Mark’s support The Mama Ada Foundation.  Sunday brunch will be served 

following the 10 a.m. Eucharist on November 10, and all are welcome for the free meal.  All 

proceeds raised will go to support the students and farmers, so we hope everyone will attend!  

Our rector is the co-founder and chairman of the board of this international NGO that has been 

serving the rural poor in northwest Kenya since 2004.  Kenyan gifts will go on sale the week 

prior to the Harambe (fundraiser).  Watch the Sunday bulletin and e-mails for more information. 

 

Parishioner Alex Kramer has been elected chairman of the St. George’s Community Center 

board?  His election will be ratified by the diocesan Executive Committee before Alex begins his 

term in January. 

 

St. Mark’s School boys’ flag football team and girls’ volleyball team won their conference titles 

this fall?  Way to go, Lions!  Congratulations, players and coaches! 

 

Parishioner Tim Coppage has been hired as a consultant to the bishop in helping the diocese 

develop properties in ways that benefit their local communities as well as parishes?  Tim, who is 

also on the board of Neighborhood Renaissance, and his wife, Gail, moved here several years 

from Connecticut and are involved in grant writing and support of affordable and work-force 

housing initiatives in the county. 

 

Fr. Groff is a chaplain to the Palm Beach County sheriff’s department?   Fr. Groff volunteers his 

time without compensation and serves as a catalyst of reconciliation, bringing God’s message to 

the community when they need it the most. 

 

Carly Augeri, who served in the church and school for several years, has resigned to take a 

marketing position with a national wealth management firm?  A graduate of St. Mark’s School, 

Carly has served as social media coordinator, executive assistant to the clergy and membership 

coordinator for nearly four years.  Congratulations, Carly! 
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The Lion’s Den is open week days from 8 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. and on Sundays 8:30 a.m. until 

noon?  Stop by the church office and tell Shannon Brunner that you’re here to do some 

shopping!  We have been stocking the den with a wonderful assortment of Thanksgiving and 

Christmas gifts that are for sale this weekend! 

 

The Feast of All Saints’ is celebrated the first weekend in November?  During the 10 a.m. 

Eucharist on Sunday, November 3, we will remember those who have been buried from St. 

Mark’s since All Saints’ 2018.  

 

Seraphic Fire returns to St. Mark’s for a new Christmas program that will be held on Tuesday, 

December 10 at 6:30 p.m. in the church?  The incomparable voices of Seraphic Fire resound in 

carols, ancient and modern, in this new Christmas program. Seraphic Fire explores the songs of 

the angels, including Gregorian chant, Renaissance motets, English carols and the traditional 

singing of Silent Night, O Come All Ye Faithful, and Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree. For over a 

decade, Seraphic Fire’s Christmas concerts have been a South Florida tradition.  We are thrilled 

for their return!  Mark your calendar as tickets go on sale November 1.  Watch the Sunday 

bulletin and e-mails for more information. 

 

 


