
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vestry News 

September 2017 
 

 

In a short meeting, vestry received a report on the progress of the Hearts of Palm House being 

refurbished in West Palm Beach.  Hundreds of hours of volunteer effort and nearly $50,000 has 

been spent to refurbish the home on Seventh Street south of Palm Beach Lakes Boulevard and 

Australian Ave.  In worse condition that originally assessed, the little house is slowly being 

transformed into a wonderful home for families needing help.  New hurricane-impact windows 

have been installed.  Plumbing has been reworked.  New electrical wiring has been installed.  A 

new fence was built before the hurricane and was still standing after Irma blew through.  The 

roof is being replaced this month.  In several weeks, new paint will finish the outside as work 

continues on the inside.  The hope is that we will house our first family by the holidays.  Thanks 

again to Fred Schwartz and Mary McFarland and to all of the parishioners who have volunteered.  

While it’s taking more time than expected, it’s going to be a wonderful way to continue serving 

those in dire need of affordable housing. 

 

Ron McElhone, CFO, also gave an update on the bond sale for re-financing the debt being 

carried by St. Mark’s for the construction.  Prospective lenders are responding to the proposal, 

and the church and school finance committees are pleased with the number of institutions 

interested in bidding.  Ron hopes to have the bond sale complete by year’s end. 

 

A brief update was also made about the collection being made for materials to assist in recovery 

and clean-up in the Keys.  St. Mark’s sent a truckload of materials to the Keys on Friday, 

September 22.  Fr. Cook thanked everyone for their support and quick response by the church 

and school.  Twelve generators were purchased by the parish to assist in the recovery efforts, and 

Jim expressed his gratitude for the financial resources that help make St. Mark’s a leader in the 

community. 

 

Jim also shared progress on the recruitment of a director for retail position at St. Mark’s.  This 

newly created staff position will direct retail operations at The Thrift Shop, the Lion’s Den Café 

and Bookstore, the Lion’s Grub at the pavilion, and on-line sales of merchandise for the church 

and school.     

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financials 

 

No financial reports were presented. For more information regarding St. Mark’s financials, 

please call Ron McElhone, CFO, or Bill Turnbull, treasurer.  For any questions about your 

pledging or giving to St. Mark’s, please call our bookkeeper, Allison Dean, in the church office 

561-622-0956. 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s at a Glance 

 

Did you know . . .  

 

A large DHL truck filled with items donated by the St. Mark’s community left on Friday, 

September 22, for St. Columba Episcopal Church in Marathon? Twelve generators, chainsaws, 

yard tools, and heavy-duty supplies were collected and transported to the hard-hit area of the 

Florida Keys. View the Donation Thank You on our website for details. 

 

Registration for Disciples of Christ in Community (DOCC) began on Sunday, September 24?  

Even if you took this short-course on Christianity previously, the small-groups help us meet 

others new to St. Mark’s and help build the fabric of our life together.  Please join us as we 

RECONNECT at the DOCC! 

 

Music Director Daniel Bayless is performing an organ recital before Choral Evensong at The 

Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea on Sunday afternoon, October 1, at 3:30 p.m.?  Please 

join others from St. Mark’s who will attend the service and proudly call Daniel our “own!” 

 

Our annual Food Packing for Haiti event takes place on Saturday, November 4? Your two hands 

are capable of more than you think. When banded together with hundreds of other individuals, in 

just two hours, your two hands can make a difference through the Food Packing for Haiti event. 

Please save the date and watch for registration information coming soon. 

 

Parishioner Mark Busse serves on the board of directors of the Palm Beach County Food Bank?  

The Food Bank is focused on fighting hunger in Palm Beach County through 4 programs:  Food 

Recovery & Distribution, Marjorie S. Fisher Nutrition Driven, Food 4 Our Kids, and Benefits 

Outreach. They support more than 140 partner agencies in Palm Beach County with food, 

programs, resources, and services. 

 

Online giving is now available on our St. Mark’s website? This option provides the ability to 

give securely and easily at any time, from anywhere. Whether giving a one-time gift or creating 

an account for enhanced options, we are pleased to offer a simpler way for church members and 

friends of our community to make an online contribution. 

 

 

 

https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0940/3802/files/2017-09-22_Hurricane_Drive_Thank_You.pdf?6676698708848581000
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0940/3802/files/Docc_1_page_compressed_for_web.pdf?4256967581736243253
http://www.foodpackingforhaiti.org/
http://www.pbcfoodbank.org/mark-busse
https://church.stmarkspbg.org/pages/online-giving

