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The financial health and stability of St. Mark’s Church, Inc. – the corporate entity of our church 

and school – is excellent, according to auditors from Holyfield & Thomas, who presented the 

results of the audit for fiscal year ending June 30, 2018.  Management practices are also sound, 

so vestry was pleased on Tuesday evening to receive a clean audit report. 

 

St. Mark’s, Inc. (church and school combined) had revenue for the year of $10.3 million and 

expenses of $9.6 million.  Total assets are more than $32 million.  A copy of the report is 

available by calling the church or school offices. 

 

Jim thanked CFO Ron McElhone and members of the church and school finance committees for 

their careful attention to the finances of St. Mark’s.  We are blessed with such great leadership 

and volunteers who bring their expertise to a community they also love.  Copies of the audit are 

always available in the church and school offices, and Ron is always available for your questions 

and to help explain our financial position. 

 

The school is also looking to support a SMART lab implementation that would ultimately effect 

changes to the Media Center, according to Alison Samarias in her report from last week’s school 

advisory board meeting.  A sold-out fundraising golf event was held at The Loxahatchee Club 

last Friday, October 12, where more than $25,000 was raised for the school’s athletic programs 

and 2018-19 Annual Fund.  Alison also mentioned that the school board, under vestry’s 

guidance, is exploring growth in the western areas of the county as new towns are built. 

 

Jim welcomed Ginny Coykendall to vestry.  Ginny is filling out the term vacated by Cheryl 

Chana, who had to step off vestry for health reasons.  Our prayers continue for Cheryl and 

David.  He also clarified several governance issues that could arise during his sabbatical.  He 

assured vestry that the church and school administration is well prepared to manage St. Mark’s 

during his time away and that he has complete confidence in Sr. Warden Steve Eassa, Jr. Warden 

Charlie Schlumberger, Head of School Deb Strainge, CFO Ron McElhone, Fr. Groff, Deacon 

Howard, and the entire staff to lead the church and school for the four months.   

 

Vestry also spent some time discussing the diocesan-held property and church in Pahokee and 

the ministry of St. George’s in Riviera Beach. 

 

In preparation for St. Mark’s Artisan Fair, ECW President Janet Tracy visited vestry and 

distributed bags for donations to the silent auction.  She also shared the ECW’s budget and the 

long list of ministries that wonderful organization supports at St. Mark’s and within the 



community.  She is very excited that she has commitments from 40 vendors, who will be at the 

Fair, which takes place on Friday, November 16 through Sunday, November 18, at St. Mark’s 

Youth Center and Gym. 

 

Financials 
 

Regular monthly statements will resume in November now that the audit is complete.  To review 

the audit, please call CFO Ron McElhone or speak with Treasurer Bill Turnbull.  For questions 

about your pledges or gifts to St. Mark’s, please call our bookkeeper, Allison Dean, in the church 

office at 561-622-0956, ext. 233, or email adean@stmarkspbg.org. 

 

St. Mark’s at a Glance 
 

Did you know . . . . 

 

Mary Anne Richey, a long-time parishioner and school alumni parent, has received a Book of the 

Year award?  Her book, “Stressed Out! Solutions to Help Your Child Manage and Overcome 

Stress,” was selected as the 2018 National Association for Gifted Children Book of the Year 

award winner.  The book is an easy-to-read guide for parents to help their children understand 

stress, its effects on their day-to-day lives and how to handle it.  Congratulations, Mary Anne!  

St. Mark’s is proud of you. 

 

A large exhibit of Japanese wood prints is on exhibit around Japan this fall thanks to parishioner 

Lee Dirks to whom the collection belongs?  An avid art collector, Lee also sits on the board of 

the Georgia O’Keefe Museum in Santa Fe. 

 

Heather VanAntwerp attended a Cursillo weekend in early October?  Heather joins the dozens of 

other St. Markans who have experienced the spiritual renewal of Cursillo.  For information about 

upcoming weekends, please call the church office. 

 

The St. Mark’s Thrift Shop is now open on Tuesdays from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.?  To volunteer at the 

store, call retail manager Chuck Thomas at 561-622-0956, ext. 327. 

 

Pediatric patients at Ayder Comprehensive Specialized Hospital in Mekelle, Ethiopia received 

200 prayer bears made our Stitch N’ Stuff Prayer Bear Ministry?  Thanks to the leadership of 

Marion MacDonald, the bears were distributed by Dr. Tony and Carmen Magana. 

 

Fr. Cook begins his sabbatical on November 5?  He returns to St. Mark’s for the Last Sunday of 

Epiphany and Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent. 

 

The Lord’s Place CEO Diana Stanley is the guest speaker during the Women’s Cornerstone 

Brunch on Saturday, November 3?  Tickets are on sale at www.stmarkspbg.org/cornerstone.  

The event is from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Coleman Hall. The brunch and mother-daughter 

fashion show is open to the public, and all ages are welcome to attend.  There will be supervised 

activities for children up to eight years old. Thank you to our generous sponsors:  IVF MD, Dr. 

Joelle Taylor; Boulevard Paints; Palm Beach Orthodontics; and Nozzle Nolen Pest Solutions. 
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