
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vestry News 

October 2017 
 

 

David Thomas of Holyfield & Thomas, Certified Public Accountants, presented the annual audit 

report to a combined meeting of the vestry and its school advisory board at the October vestry 

meeting this week.  St. Mark’s, Inc. received a favorable review according to Generally 

Accepted Accounting Procedures (GAAP).  Total net assets of St. Mark’s has grown to more 

than $35 million, while combined revenue of the church and school for fiscal year July 1, 2016 – 

June 30, 2017 has grown to $9.725 million.  Copies of the audit are always on file in both the 

church and school offices.  If you would like to review the audit, please call CFO Ron 

McElhone. 

 

Ron also reported on the progress of the tax-exempt bond funding and is encouraged by the 

favorable response St. Mark’s has received from local banks that are interested in working with 

St. Mark’s.  The finance committees hope to have a recommendation to vestry by year’s end. 

 

Janet Tracy, president of Episcopal Church Women, also gave a short presentation to vestry 

about the St. Mark’s Fall Bazaar, which is set for November 17 - November 19 in the St. Mark’s 

Gym and Youth Center.  Janet encouraged vestry to help support the bazaar, which is the 

primary fundraiser for ECW.  Each year, this wonderful service organization distributes nearly 

$10,000 to various ministries and missions of the community and counts on our participation in 

helping reach the ECW goals.  

 

Vestry also approved Heather Turpen to complete the remaining three months of the vestry seat 

left open by Sally Brown, who is moving to Pensacola with her husband, Sandy.  And, vestry 

approved Gary Adkin for membership on the school advisory board, elected to fill the seat of 

Debbie Dunkin, who has stepped off the board this academic year.  Members of the vestry shared 

their gratitude for the faithful service of Sally and Debbie, Heather and Gary. 

 

Alison Samarias reported that the school year, after a slow start due to the hurricane, has moved 

into high gear.  She encouraged participation in the annual fund drive and asked everyone to be 

watching for the Guide to Grateful Giving brochure that will be available soon from the St. 

Mark’s Development Office. 

 

 

 

 

 



Financials 

 

Monthly financial reports will continue next month now that the audit is complete. For more 

information regarding St. Mark’s financials, please call Ron McElhone, CFO, or Bill Turnbull, 

treasurer.  For any questions about your pledge or gifts to St. Mark’s, call our bookkeeper, 

Allison Dean, in the church office at 561-622-0956. 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s at a Glance 

 

Did you know . . .  

 

Tickets for Seraphic Fire, which will return to St. Mark’s for A Seraphic Fire Christmas Concert 

on Tuesday, December 5, are available for purchase at Early Bird ticket pricing? Early bird 

tickets are $45 each now through November 1 and may be purchased online. Click here to 

purchase your Seraphic Fire Christmas Concert tickets today. 

 

Food Packing for Haiti registration is filling up fast?  Nearly 300 have already signed up to help 

pack 100,000 meals for school children in Haiti and to help collect items for distribution in the 

hurricane-ravaged islands of the Caribbean?  Items being collected on the day of the FP4H event, 

November 4, are: clothing, shoes, adult diapers, infant diapers, tarps, kerosene stoves, and gas-

operated chain saws. Check this weekend’s bulletin for the Food Packing for Haiti insert. Click 

here to register for Food Packing for Haiti. 

 

St. Mark’s is hosting the investiture of the Sovereign Order of St. John of Jerusalem Hospitaller 

on Saturday, November 4, at 2 p.m. in the church.  About 150 friends and members of the Order 

will welcome 16 new members including St. Markan Jay Owen.  Our deacon, the Rev. Mimi 

Howard, is a Dame of the Order and secretary of the board of directors of the Palm Beach 

Commandery.  This ancient and colorful service offers an insight into the service of its members 

to the sick and the poor around the world.  Members of St. Mark’s are invited to attend. 

 

The Rev. Mimi Howard serves on the board of directors for the Duncan Center and Episcopal 

Charities?  She also serves on the budget committee for the diocese and on the steering 

committee for the Celtic Festival in Marathon.  Our associate rector, the Rev. Sanford Groff, 

serves on the 50th anniversary committee for the diocese as well helping the bishop coordinate 

the diocesan wide professional development day for faculty and staff of diocesan schools.  And, 

our rector has been elected dean of the North Palm Beach Deanery and installed at the 

convention Eucharist in November.  Jim also serves on the diocesan Executive Board. 

 

Did you know that on a recent Wednesday, more than 100 people attended some kind of spiritual 

formation opportunity hosted by St. Mark’s?  From Mark’s Men and Women at the Well, to 

Disciples of Christ to Choir; from Middle School Youth Group to Open Door and Holy Eucharist 

members of all ages participated in ways to know God and one another as we grow in faith 

together.     

 

https://stmarks.ticketspice.com/seraphic-fire-concert
http://www.foodpackingforhaiti.org/

