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                         DESIGN FEATURES THAT HELP YOU TEACH

This section introduces design features that have been built into the reading curriculum. 
The design features provide teaching tools, discussion points for the curriculum and  
highlight specifi c activities for the student.  These features also add to the fun qualities of 
the curriculum.  The following list of design features/teaching tools correlates to the sample pages 
that follow in this section.  

FRONT COVER

Each workbook is a different color. The largest box in the right column represents the workbook 
being used and shows the letters to be learned.  (pg. 20, Book Cover) 

THE CARTOON CHARACTERS  

Sarah, David, Ben and Rachel are ‘friends’ accompanying students through the learning process.  
They appear on the covers, inside covers, certifi cates, progress charts and many
interior pages.   They each have a biography available on the website!  Please share them with 
your students or send them to the site to read for themselves. (pg. 21, Cartoon Characters)

INSIDE COVERS (FRONT AND BACK) 

The inside covers show the characters marching into and out of the book dressed according 
to season (in New Jersey!). The characters also appear on the certifi cates and progress charts 
coordinated with the back inside cover of their respective workbook (pg. 21, Figures 1, 2). 
Children notice the outfi ts and check to see if they are keeping up by season! 

TEACHER NOTES 

The Teacher Notes appear on page four of each workbook. They highlight teaching points and 
new skills being introduced in the workbook.  It is important for the teacher to read the notes and 
practice the new exercises and skills being introduced before teaching them.  (pg. 22)

CONTENTS PAGE 

The Contents Page is page fi ve of each workbook. The Contents Page a) highlights letters, vowels 
and skills to be learned, b) reviews the letters learned in previous books, and c) repeats the “what 
to look for” list of letter features.  Remember to use the ‘corners and curves’ language during 
lessons.  Use this page with your students to review and set the agenda for the new workbook.  
(p23)

INTRODUCING A NEW LETTER OR VOWEL

Each new letter and vowel is introduced as a separate lesson. Letters are introduced with The 
Aleph Bet Story Picture. Vowels are introduced with the googlehead icon. 

ALEPH BET CHART AND VOWEL CHART 

These charts appear on the last page of each workbook.  The Aleph Bet Chart includes the script 
form of the letters and shows the letters in relation to the line, i.e., sitting on, above or extending 
below the line (pg. 27, Figure 1).  The vowel chart appears under the aleph bet chart.  Use both 
for review.
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                        MORE DESIGN FEATURES TO USE IN TEACHING

PAGE TEMPLATES

There are four templates used throughout the workbooks.  The four headings are: 
• I Can Read Hebrew    •  I Can Write Hebrew     
• I Can Speak Hebrew  •  Activity

These headings defi ne the goal for the page.  Students become familiar with the headings and the 
type of activity to be completed. (p26, Figures 5, 6, 7, 8)

Home Connection:  At the bottom of each page there is a place for the teacher to assign 
homework. See page 26, fi gures 5, 6, 7, 8.  Let parents know that they can use the online answer 
keys and transliteration to help guide their children when doing their homework.  

Note: To build reading skills, reading homework should always be assigned.  Writing pages should be 
done in class to ensure that it is being done correctly.  

                                    

         


