lvanko manufacturers a line of freeweight equipment,
including urethane plates, dumbbells, barbells, and stainless
and high strength steel Olympic bars in the USA. This is
nothing new. Ivanko has been making products in the
US since our founding in 1967. Some of those US-made
products, like our leather head harness, weightlifting belts,
and neoprene waist trimmers were displaced by cheaper (and
inferior) imports.
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This dumbbell made in the USA

Before | got in the business, most were selling crude
castings. | set the standard higher. Everyone had to
improve their level” - Tom Ivanko

- WINJER 2012 [ 31



dumbbells degrade after 3 or 4 years.
In some gyms, Ivanko rubber dumbbells
keep going strong 28 years and
counting.

Some manufacturers in our industry
have recently hyped the “made under
one roof” angle. Such an approach
has its strengths and its limitations.
Usually, people do it for better delivery.
One could argue that this advantage
is negated by prudent planning (think
Apple). However, | find many of alleged
merits of “one roof” claims improbable
(e.g. | highly doubt one is meeting all of

ones chrome plating needs under one
roof), or of dubious value (e.g. many
other operations, some of which will be
the subject of a future article).

Take, for example, one essential
process of manufacturing an Olympic
bar: that of bending your mill steel
straight. As | explained in a previous
article (“How to Bend an Olympic
Bar,” 2003), steel does not come
from the mill super-straight. You
need to specify that straightness in a
separate operation. | don’t know that
any other barbell company is actually

straightening their bars, but if they
are, it's not an operation you want
“vertically-integrated” because there’s
not enough work to keep someone

full time doing this procedure. This
procedure, and others like it, require
a lot of skill. You don’t want a guy
doing a procedure part-time: you want
an experienced, skilled operator who
has been performing this specialized
procedure for 30 years. |f you're doing
the right things, you rarely want to limit
yourself to one roof. Those who do live
in a room without a view.

RELATED ARTICLES (www.ivankobarbell.com/press)

For considerations of off-shore manufacturing, see:
You Could Be Next: Urethane, Rubber & Offshore Manufacturing
The Difference Between Different & Better: Urethane & Rubber

Freeweights
Raising the Bar & More Bar Failure

For considerations of the benefits and drawbacks of US
manufacturing, see:
Ivanko Urethane: American Quality

Urethane Myth: All Urethane is Created Equal
Olympic Bar Sleeves: Things Are Not Always As They Appear

Ivanko Barbell Company was founded by Tom Lincir in 1967 and is the most respected manufacturer of professional and commercial grade barbell and
dumbbell products worldwide. Your comments or questions are welcome.

Contact Tom at tom@ivankobarbell.com or write to:

PO. Box 1470, San Pedro, CA 90733 U.S.A.

For product information, pricing, and our newsletter sign-up, see our website www.ivankobarbell.com or call (310) 514-1155.
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