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Exercise Answers for Chapter 4
Exercise 4.1
A. Applying the Imperatives of Love. For each of the following scenarios, explain why the character or characters involved do or do not succeed in following the four imperatives of loving intellectual excellence. For each scenario, discuss at least one of the imperatives.
Note that it is to be expected that there will be variability in responses to these exercises. The answers included here are intended as good example answers. But there may be equally good answers that differ from the example answers here in some respects.
	1.	Frank does not adequately follow the imperative to ensure that one’s attitudes are adequately supported. His procedure for deciding which news stories to believe is aimed not at discovering the truth but at ensuring his convenience.
	2.	Clara doesn’t adequately follow the imperative to take an interest in that which is worthy of investigation. The subject of the environmental ethics class is one of very significant value. Not only is Clara said to not be interested in this subject, but she appears to be so uninterested in it that she would rather take the French class that is unlikely to stretch her very far intellectually.
	3.	Martino follows the imperative to ensure that one’s attitudes are adequately supported. Recognizing that the topic of the effects of vaccines is a controversial one that lends itself toward sensationalism, he refrains from believing a headline about the topic and sharing it with his friends until confirming that the headline is not fake news. 
	4.	Chaska follows the imperative to take an interest in that which is explanatorily fundamental. She recognizes that views about free will and whether the universe is a closed system are explanatorily load-bearing in that other important claims, such as claims about how she ought to live, depend upon them. She shows she takes an interest in these explanatorily fundamental topics by studying them.
	5.	Zachary does not adequately follow the imperative to ensure that one’s attitudes are adequately supported. Presumably, part of the reason Zachary needs to read the report is that the report provides evidence that is relevant for Zachary’s role in the meeting. Only skimming the report will leave his attitudes to be inadequately supported.
B. Identifying Virtue and Vice. In each of the scenarios below, identify whether the inquirer displays the virtue of loving intellectual excellence or exemplifies one of its contrary vices. Defend your answer by citing relevant material from the text of section 4.1.
Note that it is to be expected that there will be variability in responses to these exercises. The answers included here are intended as good example answers. But there may be equally good answers that differ from the example answers here in some respects.
	1.	Nadia exhibits the vice of misdirected concern for the truth. Nadia values intellectual goods instrumentally, as a good attained in order to attain a higher test score rather than for the sake of the intellectual good of learning the material itself.  
	2.	Jayden exhibits the vice of reckless concern for intellectual accomplishments. She allows her curiosity about a raise to lead her to commit what is likely both a crime and a moral wrong.
	3.	Paul exhibits the vice of inadequate concern for the truth. The truth about how much he has made in tips may not be all that important intrinsically, but it is certainly important instrumentally, since his taxes are based on it. Yet he shows no concern at all to accurately count his tips; indeed, he adopts a policy of deliberately miscounting them.
	4.	Petra exhibits the vice of reckless concern for intellectual accomplishments. Presumably, she researches the applicant’s age because this will influence her hiring decision, though the applicant’s age is irrelevant in this case. By attending to this information, Petra needlessly renders the applicant vulnerable. 
	5.	Sergio exhibits the vice of inadequate concern for intellectual accomplishments. He may be concerned that his group of friends makes it successfully to and from the concert. But he doesn’t adequately research the availability of trains at the proper hours—something he was likely in a position to know should have been done. He doesn’t ensure that his planning is based on adequate evidence.
Exercise 4.2
A. Identifying Intellectual Courage and Caution. For each of the following examples, make a case for why the character or characters do or do not display intellectual courage or intellectual caution. Cite relevant material from the text in section 4.2 in defense of your view.
Note that it is to be expected that there will be variability in responses to these exercises. The answers included here are intended as good example answers. But there may be equally good answers that differ from the example answers here in some respects.
	1.	Avalon does not exhibit intellectual courage, but rather exhibits some measure of intellectual cowardice. Her would-be inquiry into better methods of advertising her company’s product meets with the challenge that her ideas will be ridiculed. In the face of this obstacle, she avoids further pursuit of this inquiry.
	2.	The accountant does not exhibit intellectual courage, but rather exhibits some measure of intellectual cowardice. His role as an accountant in a collective inquiry into the bank’s finances meets with the challenge that if he reports accurately what he knows, his own job and others may be in jeopardy. In the face of this obstacle, he shirks from fulfilling his duties in this inquiry with accuracy. 
	3.	The group member does not exhibit intellectual caution, but instead exhibits intellectual recklessness. The group member’s inquiry into the romantic life of another member prevents the group from carrying out its own assigned inquiry and displays inadequate concern for the privacy of the other member.
	4.	The student fails to exhibit intellectual caution, instead exhibiting intellectual pedantry. Whether hair is part of the human body in a philosophical sense is probably not relevant for her report, and so she is being hypersensitive to her limitation of being unsure about whether hair is in this sense a part of the body.
	5.	Sadie does not exhibit intellectual courage. The foundation of intellectual courage is trust in one’s own best methods of inquiry. But Sadie isn’t trusting her best methods of inquiry—her vision, memory, and so on.
	6.	Dr. Kimble does not exhibit intellectual courage, but rather exhibits some measure of intellectual cowardice. Her would-be inquiry into potentially invaluable cancer research meets with the challenge that she will not receive fame and some people will try to discredit her ideas. In the face of the challenge, she opts for researching a different topic.
	7.	Bernard exhibits intellectual courage. When his inquiry into his company’s immoral practice meets with the challenge of a threat to his job, he continues the inquiry despite the challenge.
	8.	The investigator fails to exhibit appropriate intellectual caution. In the face of a threat to the lives of his family members, we are not told that he modifies his course of inquiry in any way. It may be that after eight years working the case, he has become excessively attached to seeing it come to completion.
	9.	Janice fails to exhibit intellectual caution, instead exhibiting intellectual pedantry. The precise definition of “bank” is probably not relevant for her job interview, and so she is being hypersensitive to her limitation in not knowing the precise definition of “bank” in advance of her interview.
	10.	Max fails to exhibit intellectual courage, instead exhibiting some measure of intellectual cowardice. In the face of a first failed Google search, Max abandons his inquiry rather than attempting simple modifications to his search that might yield valuable discoveries.
Exercise 4.3
A. Identifying Introspective Vigilance. For each of the following examples, make a case for why the character or characters do or do not display introspective vigilance. Cite relevant material from the text in section 4.3 in defense of your view. 
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	1.	The person in question does not exhibit introspective vigilance. In the face of meager evidence, she too quickly succumbs to the temptation to unite her experiences in a sense-making narrative that is not adequately supported by the facts, given its very important subject matter.
	2.	The college student does not exhibit introspective vigilance. He succumbs to confirmation bias, seeking out sources that confirm his previously held view.
	3.	Alina exhibits introspective vigilance. She recognizes that her job makes her vulnerable to a certain bad pattern of inquiry, and as a result she tries to consider the perspective of someone not occupying her job, both through imaginative reflection and through talking with other people.
	4.	The couple do not exhibit introspective vigilance. They succumb to confirmation bias, treating news sources as worthy of their trust only if they conform to their previously held views regarding the trustworthiness of the cable news station. 
	5.	The professor does not exhibit introspective vigilance. He gives in to the temptation to unite his experiences in a sense-making narrative that is not required by the evidence, in a context in which forming his attitudes cautiously is important. 
	6.	Eduardo does not exhibit introspective vigilance. He gives in to the slippery slope fallacy.
	7.	The director of marketing does not exhibit introspective vigilance. Instead, he exhibits introspective arrogance, thinking that it isn’t necessary for him to discuss a marketing plan—or even have one—since he has enjoyed previous successes. 
	8.	The medical research company exhibits introspective vigilance. Even in the face of incentives that could easily lead them to not be careful with their investigative methods, they adhere to a policy that is deliberately designed to mitigate against bias.
	9.	The law school grad does not exhibit introspective vigilance. He exhibits introspective arrogance, thinking that he needn’t be concerned with a temptation that is common to people in his position.
	10.	The CEO does not exhibit introspective vigilance. He succumbs to the post hoc fallacy.

