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President’s Letter
Webster’s dictionary defines “euphoria” 
as a feeling of great happiness or well-
being.  I personally describe it (as I 
hope you can) as being a member of 
the Christ Child Society of Fort Wayne!  
These last few weeks I have had several 
opportunities to either represent our 
chapter or be part of a ministry team 
and I cannot help but swell with pride 
about what we accomplish when we 
work together.  Let me explain……
Tina Bailey and I were so excited to 
serve as delegates to the National 
Christ Child Society convention held in 
Atlanta from September 22-24.  Tina 
was asked to share her expertise as 
a speaker on websites and e-blasts, 
based on her design work for our 
chapter.  She provided excellent advice 
to those in need.  Outstanding sums up 
our time spent sharing with others so 
willing to offer ideas that work for them 
while being able to encourage others 
to try our awesome programs as well.  
Euphoria!
Our chapter received special kudos 
for our support of the Women’s Care 
Centers, both in Fort Wayne and 
Auburn.  A special shout out was given 
at the Luxury Bingo fundraiser held in 
Fort Wayne for our generous work in 
our three Crib Clubs in Fort Wayne.  Our 

newest Crib Club in Auburn was blessed 
by Bishop Rhoades on October 4 as the 
Women’s Care Center NE was dedicated.   
What a beautiful opportunity to assist 
women in their journey to become the 
best mothers possible.  Euphoria!
Coats distribution began on Wednesday, 
October 5.  The doors opened and the 
lines formed.  You can only imagine 
the smiles on everyone’s faces as this 
ministry unfolds.  Coats are going on 
the road in late October to assist an 
under-served population in Ligonier, IN.   
Euphoria!
Then there is the new Reading Rangers 
program at St. Joseph School, and the 
ongoing needs being met with our 
Layettes and Backpacks.  Euphoria!
This past July, a mailing was sent to 
over 1,700 households seeking support 
of CCS's local ministries touched on 
above.  If you have not yet personally 
participated, I ask that you give 
consideration to doing so.  It takes 
many dollars to retain our programs in 
top-notch condition.  We are reaching 
for the stars and there is no limit to 
what can be done in the name of love.  
Euphoria!
Thanks again for your commitment to 
Christ Child.   God bless each of you...
Pat Spoltman



On a sad note, a former sewing student was one of the 
victims in a shooting at Vincent Village a few weeks ago.  
She lost her mother, two sisters and the unborn child of one 
of her sisters. Trinity is presently in the hospital and is in 
need of your prayers.
Other projects that the sewing committee completed for 
2016 are:
Golf Putter Towel; participants’ gifts for the CCS Golf Outing 
in September. 
Hat and mitten sets for CCS Coats For Kids distribution in 
October.  
Pillowcase Dresses for Haitian Orphans to be delivered in 
November.  Reports from the area say that our orphans are 
unharmed but the orphange structures have been damaged 
due to the hurricane.  Keep our little ones in your prayers.

 Our "My Stuff" Backpacks Give Hope
When I went to the Crisis Shelter at the YWCA the Family 
Counselor shared the following story with me.  A Mother 
and her 5 children arrived at the shelter.  The woman had 
been badly abused by her husband.  While the Mother 
was meeting with the Social Worker, the children were 
each given one of our backpacks.  The children asked if the 
backpacks were really for them.  They couldn’t believe they 
each got one of their very own.  The Counselor said as the 
children went through the backpacks, it was so special to 
watch each of them gravitating toward something different.  
The smallest boy immediately went for the toy truck.  He 
had trouble opening the packaging but his older sister 
assisted him with it.  One of the other children went for the 
reading books in their backpack.  She said what was even 
more wonderful was to watch that child crawl into one of 
the older siblings laps and they read the book together.  She 
said the oldest girl was hugging the stuffed animal from 
her backpack the entire time, while the smallest daughter 
was playing with the doll from her pack.  The fifth child 

pulled the crayons and coloring book from their bag.  She 
said when the Mother looked over and saw her children 
she began to cry.  The Mother told the Social Worker she 
had given up hope.  She had thought God had forgotten her.  
She never thought her prayers were going to be answered.  
But in looking over at her children, the Mother said “It’s all 
going to be all right, isn’t it?”.  The Social Worker said you 
wouldn’t have believed the relief and joy on the Mother’s 
face in seeing that her children were safe and happy.    
A special thank you goes to a number of organizations that 
have been very generous to us with donations of various 
items for the backpacks:  Kate’s Kart, St. John’s Catholic 
School, Half Price Books, Ladies of St. Vincent’s Knights of 
Columbus and the Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo.
If you would like to take on a more active role with the 
backpack committee, please contact Julie Curran.   

Through your generousity the residents of Vincent Village 
have the opportunity to “purchase” reconditioned sewing 
machines.  Each donated machine is placed in Vinnie’s, a 
shop where residents can use their points to buy needed 
household items.  The machine is accompanied with a 
sewing basket, scissors, thread, (sewing machine & hand) 
needles, tape measurer, thimble, bobbins, needle threader, 
and sewing projects (apron panel & bib panel).  
An ongoing project for the committee has been to donate 
items to spark creativity.  Our recent project has been 
quilted seasonal wall hangings for general population areas.  

October’s project:
Happy Haunting quilted 
wall hanging. 

With Heartfelt Gratitude

 If you have any prayer requests, please contact 
Ellen Curtis at ecurtis1862@frontier.com 

or 260-490-6067.  These requests can be for the 
entire membership to receive or if you wish, the 

Committee Chairs only. 

We also would like to remind you that 
if you know of any members who would appreciate 

a “Thinking of you” type card, please contact 
Judy Lopshire at jalopshire@aol.com 

or 260-492-8027. 
 You are always in our prayers.



Coats Distribution every Wednesday in October

Polo Shirt order deadline, October 24th

Backpacks Work Day, November 1st

1:00pm @ Noll Center

Mary Virginia's Birthday, November 2nd

First Friday Mass, November 4th  
12:05pm @ St. Theodore Guerin Chapel

Backpacks Work Day, November 8th

1:00pm @ Noll Center

CCSFW Annual Meeting, November 9th

9:30am @ St. Mary's Church

Layettes Work Day, November 16th 

9:00am @ Noll Center

First Friday Mass, December 2nd  
12:05pm @ St. Theodore Guerin Chapel

Layettes welcomed several new members during the 
September packing session.  Thank you to all the new and 
seasoned members that helped pack one hundred layettes 
and opened box after box of stock to get ready for the final 
assembly session of 2016 on November 16.  
We welcome the newest Women’s Care Center of DeKalb 
county and their Christ Child Society members!  What a 
blessing for the community!  We appreciate all that you will 
do for the women of your community and look forward to 
partnering with you to get layettes to deserving new moms.  
This puts our layettes into now 19 different agencies! 
We will be supporting a new home for pregnant women 
called A Mother’s Hope with our prayers and layettes as 
needed.  This home will be a place where each and every 
mother deserves to know that her life and her baby’s life 
are valuable.  Welcome to the Fort Wayne area, A Mother’s 
Hope!
As we look to 2017, we will be doing so with one less co-
chair as Tammy Jones concludes her Layette’s position and 
Anne Beckett takes up the reins co-chairing Layettes with 
Teri Clark.  We wish to give our heartfelt thanks to Tammy, 
and all she has done for Layettes the past several years.  

Layettes Calendar 

Christ Child Polo Shirts
Many members liked the idea of wearing a special shirt 
when representing the chapter at our various events.  A 
collared polo shirt has been selected and was displayed at 
the Bishop’s dinner.  

It is now time to take orders for those interested.  The 
shirts are available in two colors, navy and teal which 

are available in the following sizes:  S, M, L, XL, 2X and 
3X (shirt tends to run small, may want to order up a 
size).  The cost is $22.50 per shirt with CCS emblem on 
the front only OR $27.50 per shirt with CCS emblem 
on both the front and sleeve.   Please send your order 
and check payable to “Christ Child Society” to Karen 
Schleinkofer, 4820 Midlothian Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46815.                        
Simply write your name, telephone number, color and shirt 
size on a notecard.  Your check must accompany your order 
and the amount of your check ($22.50 or $27.50) will 
indicate which emblem choice you desire.
Delivery will be made to you at the Annual Meeting 
November 9th OR by other arrangements if you cannot 
attend.  ORDER DEADLINE:  Monday, October 24 
Please direct all shirt questions to Nancy Winling at       
515-1122 or ndw22@aol.com.

Due to the expiration of two-year terms and for other reasons, several members find it is time to step down 
from either co-chairmanship of a committee or an elected office.  The Recording Secretary’s position on the 
Board will be open as of January 1 along with other chairs.  The current Board knows many leaders exist among 
the membership and would be happy for you to step up and express interest.  Serving with other members cre-
ates life-long friendships, personal bonds, and an opportunity to learn together.  Please contact Pat Spoltman or 
Amy Urban if you find yourself being called.  

Is This Calling Your Name?



the Christ Child prayer and Prayer Before Service reminding 
each of us to recieve these clients with respect and humility.  
We do not know how and 
why each are here how-
ever, we can be assured 
that each one needs to be 
treated with dignity.  
Now one might ask how 
can they help this com-
mittee if they are not able to get to the distribution site on 
Wednesdays?  That is what Mary Francis, Anne Beckett's 
mother asked Janet Didier.  Without skipping a beat, Janet 
asked her if she could send food for the volunteers.  It just so 
happens that Mary Francis bakes wonderful cinnamon rolls! 
Finding a need and filling it :) CCSFW is blessed to have many 
hands involved with our body of 
Christ centered service, knitting, 
sewing and crocheting hats, 
scarves and gloves to sending 
prayers up for  a successful pro-

gram.  Alas, we cannot 
forget our hardwork-
ing volunteers in the 
computer room enter-
ing clients and totaling 
numbers. You see? It 
really is a well oiled 
machine of service!

"Find a need and fill it"  is our foundress' 
motto and that is exactly what Janet Didier 
and Marlene Offerle along with their coats 
committee do every October for the chil-
dren in our area.  The little girl, to the right 
is in third grade and stayed home so she 
could help interpret for her mother at our 
Coats For Kids this past Wednesday.  Look 
at that smile! Seeing Christ in every face 
we come into contact with is what sets the 

Christ Child Society apart from other organizations.  I have 
to say that standing as an observer watching our volunteers 
work like a well oiled machine is just mag-
nificent and brings tears to my eyes when I 
think about the many people and children we 
touch through our ministry.
It all begins with such precision from the 
buying and inventorying and organizing by 
Lynda Rittenhouse and coats committee 
members to computer programing done by 

Pete with our lia-
son Dianne Bezdon from there 
the to lining up the interpreters 
needed for the Burmese just 
like Zar Kay Ra pictured here 
being welcomed into the fold.  
The "shoppers", aka our vol-
unteers start the morning with 

Coats For Kids

Jewelry Appreciated

Garage Sale 2017
Thanks to the generosity of member, Nancy Winling, Christ 
Child is again blessed to have space available for collection 
of garage sale items at Ardmore Plaza U-Store, 6614 
Ardmore Avenue.
Remember NO televisions, encyclopedia sets, non-working 
items or things that belong in the dumpster!  You must 
contact Suzanne Dunn (433-3917 or suzanne4409@gmail.
com) so she can meet you at the unit—you will not be 
allowed in without her presence.  
Several large items, including furniture pieces, lamps, 
washer/dryer, microwave, electric stove, kitchen 
cupboards have already been collected.  On Tuesday, 

October 25, from 3 to 5 PM, Suzanne has set aside time to 
be present if you wish to purchase any of the larger items.  
These items will then be placed on Facebook for sale to 
make room for more donations.  You must contact Suzanne 
Dunn if you plan to come that day or for more specific 
information.  All items are priced and only the marked 
price will be accepted.  Remember the dollars all go into 
our treasury for the children we serve!
Lastly, Suzanne and her committee will accept donations 
at the annual meeting on November 9.  It is a great time to 
begin cleaning those closets for the holidays!  Thanks for 
your support of this project. 

Do you have any costume jewelry in your possession that you are no longer wearing?  How about that purple necklace 
you bought specifically to go with the outfit that shrunk in the laundry so you have nothing to go with it now?  Gather  
up all your under-loved jewelry and bring it to the annual meeting on November 9th.  A box will be available for you to 
place it in.  In turn it will be prepared during the winter months for resale at our garage sale next spring.  
If you would enjoy helping with this jewelry preparation project, please contact Suzanne Dunn at 433-3917 (cell) or 
suzanne4409@gmail.com.



Another Successful Fundraiser
The 2016 Golfing For Kids at Pine Valley is in the past, 
however the great memories are still with us. Janet Didi-
er and myself were blessed with some incredible wom-
en who did a fantastic job. It was a gorgeous day for us 
weather wise. We also had some wonderful young men 
from the IPFW golf team who hit on some of the holes for 
us. Once again they were a huge hit with the ladies. One 
of the young men after learning all about Christ Child 
pulled all the money he had out of his golf bag to donate 
to us. Our raffle basket brought in over  $900!  Thank you 
to Tiffany Winling and her creative skills. All in all a big 
success with over $30,000 raised for the children in our 
area.  Nancy Winling

An email  to Nancy and Janet from one of the golfers... 
CONGRATULATIONS!!!   I couldn't wait to get home to let you 
both know how impressed I was with the Golf Outing today.  
From the registration to the final bell - you couldn't have done 
a better job.  Everyone was so pleasant, there were wonderful 
gifts, both breakfast and lunch were delicious, the golf kept 
moving along, the wonderful snack mix, the beautiful center-
pieces (one of which I was lucky to get), and the weather was 
fantastic!  What more could we have asked for? 

      Membership Committee would like to extend    
a warm welcome to our newest 

Christ Child Society members:  
Suzanne Roebel,  Mary Au, Shari Didier, 

Kathleen Bailey, Margo Phillips, 
& Marcia Flood 

We are now  at 212 members!  
May you all enjoy serving the 

children of our area.  

The Annual Meeting of the Christ Child Society of Fort Wayne, Indiana will be held on 

Wednesday, November 9th, 2016, at 9:30am
Location: St. Mary's Catholic Church

1101 South Lafayette Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana

A light, continental breakfast will be served.  No RSVP is necessary, however your attendance is very 
important to us as we plan for 2017!  Donations of baby items of any kind will be accepted for use in our 
own Christ Child projects.  Checking out clearance sales and buying 12MO - 4T outfits especially for boys 
would be appreciated, along with underwear for boys and girls size 2-4 are things we can use all the time.

Notice is Hereby Given That...

1st: Peg Springer, Martha Opolen, Lisa 
Woods, Mary Ann Hoffman
2nd: Joyce Gradley, Toni Ohlman, Leslie 
Wright, Connie Lemert
3rd.: Karen Kirby, Janet Piepenbrink, Sue 
Ekdahl, Julie Anderson

Caboose: Dianne Bezdon, Joan Reed, Pat Barkimer, Anne Beckett
Raffle Basket Winner: Lisa Woods



Mary Virginia Merrick's 
Cause for Canonization as a 

saint in the Catholic Church is in 
process and moving forward.  

Learn more about her at        
www.maryvirginiamerrick.org and 
follow her Cause for Canonization 

page on Facebook.

P.O. Box 12708
Fort Wayne, IN 46864

The National Convention was held in Atlanta, GA this past September.  
Information was shared with all chapters to inspire us to keep on 
finding a need and filling it.  You can find out more of what was shared at                        
nationalchristchild.org.  Go to 2016 Convention at the top right corner.

WCC Northeast and Bishop's Mass and Reception

All Visitation newsletters will be delivered to the membership via E-blast unless noted on 
2016 membership renewal form.  Contact Tina Bailey in regards to delivery method.

National Christ Child Society Convention 


