
“… and the child in her womb leapt for joy.”  Luke 1:44
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“ N o t h i n g  i s  e v e r  t o o  mu c h  t o  d o  f o r  a  c h i l d . ”  

Mary Virginia Merrick, Founder
www.christchildsocietyfw.org

Welcome to Christ Child Version 2016! 

Pope Francis has designated December 8, 2015 through November 20, 2016, as an Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.  He 
demonstrates that deeds should flow from a heart that is “merciful like the Father,” thus the motto for the Holy Year.  
What a beautiful task we have been challenged to do! 

Our very own chapter offers each of us the opportunity to carry out our work in this manner.  To partially quote our 
By-Laws:  “Its motive and spirit shall be a love of Christ, expressing itself in personal service for infants and children, regardless of 
race or creed, to honor the childhood of Christ.” 

Whether you choose to package or deliver layettes and backpacks, prepare items for the Crib Club or volunteer at one 
of the locations, tutor a student in need of extra help, or place a coat on a child, you have the chance to see the face of 
Jesus.  Let us never forget what we represent to those we have the privilege to serve. 

I want each of you to know that you have a talented group of volunteers serving as your board of directors.  Not one is 
there because she was forced to be.  A call was heard from her servant heart and each stepped forward with an 
affirmative yes.  Is your heart tugging at you to step up to chair or coordinate something? Are promotions not a positive 
motivation for most of us? You must step up yourself and make your wishes known.  As volunteers, moving up isn’t 
based on a good annual review, but the desire to get a little more involved due to your love for the children we serve.  
Please let me hear from you if you wish to discuss this possibility. 

I want to thank each of you for the confidence you have placed in me to serve as president.  We each bring our God-
given abilities and talents and mold them together to serve the children in many capacities.  God bless you for sharing 
your heart with Christ Child.  

Sincerely, Pat Spoltman, President

http://www.christchildsocietyfw.org
http://www.christchildsocietyfw.org


Dates at a Glance

March 2nd, CCS Board Mtg. 
9:30am @ Noll Center 

March 4th, First Friday Mass, 
12:05pm @ St. Mother Theodore 
Guérin Chapel 

April 1st, First Friday Mass, 
12:05pm @ St. Mother Theodore 
Guérin Chapel 

April 13th, CCS Board Mtg. 9:30am 
@ Noll Center 

April 21st, Spring Retreat, @ St. 
Vincent Life Center 

May 4th, CCS Board Mtg.  9:30am 
@ Noll Center 

May 5th, Spring Luncheon @ St. 
Mary’s Parish 

May 6th, First Friday Mass, 
12:05pm @ St. Mother Theodore 
Guérin Chapel 

June 1st, CCS Board Mtg. 9:30am @ 
Noll Center 

June 3rd, First Friday Mass, 
12:05pm @ St. Mother Theodore 
Guérin Chapel 

June 9-10th, Garage Sale 

June 9th, Couples Golf Outing @ 
Pine Valley Country Club 

July 1st, First Friday Mass, 12:05pm 
@ St. Mother Theodore Guérin 
Chapel 
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Looking back at all we accomplished in 2015 . . .  900 backpacks 
were distributed to the foster care children in Allen County, the homeless 
children living at Vincent Village, the children who are 
homeless or victims of abuse living at Charis House, the Crisis Shelter at 
the YWCA and Safe Families for Children. 
  If you haven’t seen one of our backpacks recently, you would be amazed at 
everything that goes into them.  The backpacks include an activity/
coloring book, sketch pad book, 2 - 3 reading books, toy, flash cards, lunch 
sack, crayons, scissors, erasers, 2-pocket folders, loosed leaf paper, spiral 
notebooks, word search book, glue stick, pencils, pens, pencil sharpener, 
markers, colored pencils, mechanical pencil, diary/journal, calculator, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, barrette or headband, 
deodorant, hand sanitizer, soap, shampoo, kleenex, socks, slippers, water 
bottle, stuffed animal and a card from Christ Child Society.  The items in 
each backpack are based on the age and gender of the child.  
  55 CCS volunteers donated 619 hours toward the backpack committee 
during 2015.  In addition, I would like to give a special thank you to Nancy 
Winling and Judy Hein.  Their husbands, Bill and Rich, and Nancy’s son 
Kyle donated many hours.  We couldn’t have done it without their help! 
  Please remember we always need your gently used children’s books and 
stuffed animals.  Be sure to save the soap and shampoo that you don’t use 
from hotel stays.  All of that is used in the backpacks and helps save on 
our ordering budget. 

If you would like to take on a more active roll with the backpack 
committee, please contact Julie Curran or Dianne Bezdon.  Thank you so 
much for all you do for the children!   



Memorial/Tribute 
Cards are available for 
your prayer intentions. For a 
recommended stipend of 
$10 (or whatever your 
discretion), Mass will be 
offered for your loved one, 
living or deceased.  These 
Masses are held in the St. 
Mother Theodore Guerin 
Chapel.   Dee Dee Dahm 
organizes this ministry and 
you may contact her for 
these cards. 

Prayer Line 
We have a prayer line for 
your prayer requests.  You 
may specify that your 
prayer requests be shared 
with the entire membership 
or with the Spiritual 
Committee and Board 
Members only.  The contact 
for this ministry is Ellen 
Curtis @ 490-6067 or 
ecurtis1862@frontier.com 

The Spiritual 
Committee will also be 
sending “Get Well”, 
“Encouragement” or 
“Thinking of You” cards to 
any member that would 
benefit from a personal 
note.  If you would like a 
card sent to a member, 
please contact Judy 
Lopshire at 492-8027.  
Sympathy cards for the 
death of a member or 
relative will continue to be 
sent by the Corresponding 
Secretary for our entire 
membership. 
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We are a unique group of women who combine spiritual and 
social activities for the total Christ Child Society of Fort Wayne 
membership.  Two of our primary responsibilities are to plan and 
execute two major events each year.  In the Spring, we organize a “Day 
of Reflection” or retreat for all of our members.  This year the event will 
take place on Thursday, April 21, 2016 at the Monsignor John M. 
Kuzmich Life Center which is located on the campus of St. Vincent de 
Paul Catholic Church in Fort Wayne.  Our second major event is the 
“Bishop’s Mass” and appreciation dinner normally held in the Fall.  This 
year the event will take place on Thursday, September 29, 2016.  We are 
in the process of making arrangements for it’s location. 

Our spirituality is further nourished by our participation in the “First 
Friday” Masses held at the St. Mother Theordore Guérin Chapel located 
on the campus of the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in 
downtown Fort Wayne.   First Friday Masses are for the intention for the 
repose of the souls of the deceased members, their family and their 
friends of Christ Child Society as well as prayers for the living members, 
their family and their friends of the Christ Child Society.   We attend the 
12:05 p.m. Mass and then those that are available, walk to a local 
restaurant for lunch where we can share our faith and friendship. 

Our meetings for 2016 will be held on the 2nd Monday of each month 
(excluding June & July).  We will meet at 9:00 a.m. in the basement of 
the Archbishop Noll Center which is located at 915 S. Clinton Street, 
Fort Wayne, IN.  The meetings usually last about 1 ½ hours per month.  
We hope you can join us! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Sue Merz and Patty Jackson, co-chairs 

The Event Planning Committee has researched the best way 
for CCS to continue raising the necessary funds for all of our projects.  
An Annual Campaign will be the focus of the actual fund raising with 
golf outings (June 9 - couples and Sept 12 - ladies) at PVCC becoming 
more of an awareness event. 
Over 2000 baby bottles were distributed in Allen & DeKalb counties - 
we are eagerly awaiting to see how this year faired!

mailto:ecurtis1862@frontier.com
mailto:ecurtis1862@frontier.com


Wrapping up 2015 with well over 604 volunteer hours and 
distributing our beautiful layettes to 18 agencies, the ladies of Christ 
Child Layettes worked hard to see that 711 bags were delivered into the 
appreciative hands of needy local moms.  

Layettes is off to a great start for 2016!  In January, the ladies met to open 
new stock and fill our bins.  We were busy assembling 85 bags to see us 
through January and into February.  Great work, Lady Layette-ites! 

We welcome new members and seasoned veterans to join us the third 
Wednesday of February, March, April, May, September, and November 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. at Archbishop Noll Center. 

Anne Beckett, Tammy Jones, Teri Clark, Layette Chairs 

WWW.CHRISTCHILDFW.ORG -- Have you visited our newly 
renovated website yet?  Sharon Simmons and her committee have 
worked with the Emley Group to highlight our chapter for the world to 
see!  The committee wanted to develop a new CCSFW website that turns 
the “best kept secret” into the “best told story”.  We hope you find the new 
site easy to navigate and full of good information about CCSFW and the 
programs we support.   

We are especially blessed that Bishop Rhoades took time to tape a video 
to welcome everyone to the new site and lend his support of our mission.    
If you see the members of the committee who worked so hard to give 
CCSFW a fresh, colorful, informative online home, please thank them 
for their efforts. Committee members: Tina Bailey, Pam Lunsford, 
Dianne Bezdon, Ann Arnold, Pat Spoltman, and Sharon Simmons.
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Mark your calendars for the 
CCS Garage Sale on June 9th & 
10th.    If you are doing any re-
decorating or cleaning out 
closets in the next few months, 
please think of donating these 
items to the garage sale.  We 
will take clothes and small 
items again at the Spring 
Luncheon on May 5th.  If you 
have large items or have 
questions, please contact 
Suzanne Dunn at 433-3917.  
Keep in mind that the items 
should be in good condition 
and we do not accept any 
underwear unless it has not 
been worn and still has the 
price tag on it.  Watch for more 
info later. 
Suzanne Dunn and Karen Weber 

Christ Child Social Groups   
Wow!  We have had a lot of 
people sign up for the social 
groups, I’m in the process of 
finding locations for the large 
groups to meet (bible study, 
book club, euchre and bunco)  
If you haven’t heard from me 
yet, you will!  Please call me, 
Karen Weber at 432-4762 if you 
know of a meeting room that 
can accommodate 25-40 people 
or if you can help with 
organizing one of the social 
groups.  As an organizer, you 
just need to help get the first 
meeting going and as new 
people join Christ Child and 
check that they are interested in 
your group, contact them and 
let them know when and where 
the group meets.  Once the 
groups are set up, there is no 
work involved, just fun times 
with our Christ Child sisters!
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would like to extend a warm 
welcome to our newest Christ 
Child Society members.  In July:  
Kathy Davis & Janet Enrietto.  
August:  Terri Zurbuch.  
October:  Patricia Geise, 
Marlene Henry & Kay Morken.   
November:  Becky Kawieki & 
Deb Schmieman. December:  
Jane Brechbill & Diann Keele.  
And in 2016 :  Mary Jo Amorini  
& Lori Neumann. 

Welcome Ladies we pray 
you will enjoy serving the 
children of our community! 

Suzanne Prudlow, Membership 
Chair

Thanks to all  the volunteers who came out in October to 
distribute over 2300 coats, hats, gloves and 700 handmade scarves to the 
underserved of our area.  In 2015 the committee recorded 1171 hours!! 
  
The Payless shoe /boot program recovered 1730 cards thus far!!  
Walgreens administered 469 flu shots and have committed to come back 
this year. 
  Mark your calendar for the coat distribution for this year. They are 
October 5,12,19,and 26th  What a great opportunity to minister one on 
one with families. 

The Sewing Committee has been blessed by your generosity.  
Here is what we do with donations of money, fabric, thread, sewing 
machines, a serger, batting, stuffing, accessories, etc.  The beneficiaries 
of your gifts are the children in Vincent Village, public and parochial 
Fort Wayne school students, Crib Club and Haiti.  The list of agencies 
that we serve continues to grow, as does the need to clothe our children. 

• 1/3 yard of fleece is used to sew a warm winter hat and mitten set 
to accompany the CCS coats given to needy children. 

• 2 ½ yards of fleece is made into a warm, comfy blanket/bed cover 
for a child at Vincent Village. 

• 1 yard of flannel is used to sew a pillow, several bibs or a baby 
blanket. 

• 2 yards of cotton or flannel or fleece makes a pajama bottom. 
• 2 yards of cotton is used for constructing an apron. 
• A pillowcase can be reworked into a dress for a Haitian orphan. 
• New and used sewing machines help teach basic sewing skills to 

mothers at Vincent Village.  When a resident reaches a certain 
skill level she is given a sewing machine. 

• Over 100 hand towels will be made into golf towels for the 
Ladies’ 2016 CCS Golfing for Kids. 

All of these items have been gratefully appreciated and greatly needed.  
In addition to all of you we want to also THANK Edwards Sewing 
Center on Clinton for their discounted rates and donation of a Serger. 
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Spiritual Advisor Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades

President Pat Spoltman

Vice President Amy Urban

Past President Ann Arnold

Recording Secretary Patty Schrimper

Treasurer Karen Schleinkofer

Corresponding Secretary Judy Mockenhaupt

Newsletter Tina Bailey

A few of our 2015 Sponsors

  Diane Humphrey

Baby Bottle Fundraiser 2016


