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CHARLES DICKENS: THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD 
 

DROOD DISCOVERIES 
 

PATRICIA CORNWELL 
& 

THE CHARLES DICKENS MUSEUM 
 

 A new letter discovered from Charles Dickens to his lawyer about  
“The Mystery of Edwin Drood” 

 

 Best-Selling international crime writer Patricia Cornwell writes her ending to one of literature’s 
greatest mysteries  

 

 
LONDON (UK) (17th August 2015): A letter by Charles Dickens 

to his lawyer Frederick Ouvry (of the firm of Farrer & Ouvry, now 

Farrer & Co, of 66 Lincoln’s Inn Fields) has come to the Museum’s 

attention, having been stored until now in the firm’s basement. 

 

In the letter, Dickens dictates his terms with publishers Chapman 

and Hall for The Mystery of Edwin Drood: £7,500 payment in cash 

(equivalent to over £550,000 today), half of which was to be paid 

on publication of the first part, a quarter to be paid after publication 

of the sixth, and the remainder on publication of the final part. 

 

There is also an intriguing tease in the letter for fans of the mystery, 

as Dickens writes, enigmatically, that 'Secrecy is important, and 

particularly as to the name of the book'. 

 

The Mystery of Edwin Drood is the final novel by Charles Dickens. 

The novel was unfinished at the time of Dickens's death on 9 June 

1870 and his ending unknown. However, on a recent visit to 48 

Doughty Street, international best selling author Patricia Cornwell 

let us in on a secret: she wrote her own ending to The Mystery of Edwin Drood in 1977. 

 

Patricia said: “It was a term paper I did for an English class at Davidson College for Professor Gill Holland, who was 

notorious for being very tough. This was the spring semester of my sophomore year -- when I first decided I wanted to 

be a writer.” 

 

The Charles Dickens Museum said: “The Mystery of Edwin Drood remains one of the biggest literary murder mysteries 

ever. We are thrilled to have Patricia Cornwell’s ending on display at the Museum. Maybe she has solved the crime?” 

 

A Drood solution by a writer like Cornwell, renowned for her ability to open cases and see what others may not, is an 

exciting find. ‘Patsy Daniels’ as she was then known, submitted The Mystery of John Jasper for an English class at 

Davidson College, North Carolina.  

  

The term paper is on loan from Patricia Cornwell and the letter from Farrer & Co. Both will be on display at the 

Charles Dickens Museum as part of the special exhibition,  

 

A Dickens Whodunit: Solving The Mystery of Edwin Drood until the 22nd November 2015. 



 

 

 

 
FOR MORE ON PATRICIA CORNWELL  FOR MORE ON THE CHARLES DICKENS 

MUSEUM 

Johanna Whitehead      48 Doughty Street, London WC1N 2LX 

Johanna@whiteltd.com       W: http://www.dickensmuseum.com 

+44 (0) 7 525 849 755       T: +44(0)20 7405 2127 

E: info@dickensmuseum.com 

 

 

ABOUT THE CHARLES DICKENS MUSEUM 

 

The Charles Dickens Museum in London holds the world’s most important collection of material relating to the great 

novelist and social campaigner. A Georgian terraced house in Bloomsbury, the Museum attracts visitors from around 

the world. The rare books, paintings, photographs and memorabilia on display here give a unique insight into the life 

and work of the author.  

 

‘My house in town’, as Dickens referred to 48 Doughty Street, was an important place in the writer’s life: within these 

walls his eldest two daughters were born, his sister-in-law Mary died aged 17 and some of his best-loved novels were 

written, including Oliver Twist. It was in this house that he achieved lasting celebrity and universal recognition as one of 

the world’s greatest storytellers. 

 

 

ABOUT PATRICIA CORNWELL:  

 

Patricia Cornwell sold her first novel, Postmortem, in 1990 while working as a computer analyst at the Office of the 

Chief Medical Examiner in Richmond, Virginia. Postmortem, was the first bona fide forensic thriller. It paved the way 

for an explosion of entertainment featuring in all things forensic across film, television and literature.   

 

Postmortem would go on to win the Edgar, Creasey, Anthony, and Macavity awards as well as the French Prix du 

Roman d’Aventure prize – the first book ever to claim all these distinctions in a single year. To date, Cornwell’s books 

have sold some 100 million copies in thirty-six languages in over 120 countries. She’s authored twenty-nine New York 

Times bestsellers. 

 

Patricia’s novels center primarily on medical examiner Kay Scarpetta along with her tech-savvy niece Lucy and fellow 

investigator Pete Marino. Celebrating 25 years, these characters have grown into an international phenomenon, winning 

Cornwell the Sherlock Award for best detective created by an American author, the Gold Dagger Award, the RBA 

Thriller Award, and the Medal of Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters for her contributions to literary and artistic 

development.  

 

http://www.patriciacornwell.com | https://www.facebook.com/patricia.cornwell |  

@1pcornwell | https://instagram.com/1pcornwell/ 

 

ABOUT FARRER & CO: 

 

Farrer & Co traces its roots back to the 17th century and has occupied 66 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, its office when Dickens 

was a client, since 1790. A centuries-long tradition of advising private clients and charitable institutions is today 

complemented by a strong commercial, education, sports and media practice. 

 

http://www.farrer.co.uk 
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