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Charles Dickens Museum, 48 Doughty Street, London 

19 January - 17 April 2016 

 Dickensian at the home of Charles Dickens 

 Behind the scenes of a TV production that takes Dickens into new territory 

5 January 2016 -- A highlight of the television schedule on BBC One this Christmas has been the 

beginning of a new twenty-part drama series inviting viewers into the 19th century London of Charles 

Dickens. A hugely ambitious production by Red Planet Pictures, Dickensian has created a vast, 

atmospheric setting of Victorian streets, populated by a multitude of characters from across 

Dickens’s novels.  

 

The first episodes of Dickensian saw Jacob Marley paying a visit to Little Nell in the Old Curiosity 

Shop, while Inspector Bucket came face-to-face with Fagin and Mrs Gamp tried to find her way to a 

job at the Three Cripples Inn. 

 

From early 2016, the Charles Dickens Museum will make the connection between Dickens and 

Dickensian stronger still, as it presents an exclusive new exhibition looking behind the scenes of the 

programme. Dickensian: Behind the Scenes of the new BBC Drama will invite visitors into Dickens’s 

own rooms and into the world of Dickensian.  

     

Dickensian: Behind the Scenes of the new BBC Drama takes place at Charles Dickens Museum at 48 

Doughty Street, the London townhouse where Dickens completed The Pickwick Papers and wrote 

Oliver Twist and Nicholas Nickleby. The exhibition runs from 19 January - 17 April 2016.  

 



Weaving its way through the author’s own rooms, the exhibition will be an arresting combination of 

costumes, props, production material and parts of the set, illustrating the craft involved in creating 

the settings, building the atmosphere and realising the characters of Dickensian. 

 

Among the specific highlights will be some of the magnificent costumes created by BAFTA & EMMY 

award-winning costume designer, Andrea Galer, including those sported by Mrs Gamp (Pauline 

Collins), Mrs Bumble (Caroline Quentin), Sir Leicester Dedlock (Richard Cordery), Amelia Havisham 

(Tuppence Middleton) and Honoria Barbary (Sophie Rundle).  

 

Besides the cast members, an undoubted star of Dickensian is its set. With the 90-metre long 

cobbled Market Street leading from the Three Cripples (Oliver Twist) at one end to Satis House 

(Great Expectations) and the offices of Mr Jaggers (Great Expectations) at the other, the set is the 

largest of its kind ever created in the UK for a television series. Market Street takes in such locations 

as Scrooge and Marley’s offices (A Christmas Carol), Mr Bumble’s workhouse (Oliver Twist) and the 

home of the Cratchits (A Christmas Carol). There are 27 two-storey buildings on the street, fifteen of 

which contain working fireplaces, seven back alleys, nine working shops, twenty street lights and 103 

windows. 

 

Cindy Sughrue, Director of Charles Dickens Museum, said, “Screen productions of the work of 

Dickens have proved supremely effective in bringing his writing to the public at large. Dickensian is 

the first production to attempt to bring his scenes, situations and characters away from their original 

books and plots to create something new. It is a bold move, but a very successful one, and it has 

been a treat to be able to see unmistakably familiar characters in surprising new situations.“ 

 

Louisa Price, curator of Charles Dickens Museum, said, “As a museum steeped in the life of Dickens, 

we are delighted to present the new exhibition and to invite visitors to peer behind the scenes at 

both Dickens’s own London life and the beautiful new programme he has inspired.” 

 

Mark Charles Dickens, Head of the Dickens Family and Trustee of Charles Dickens Museum, said, 

“Dickensian is a thoroughly impressive production in an excellent setting, inundated, of course, with 

fantastic characters and full of subterfuge.  I am completely hooked after just a few episodes, with 

the storyline ebbing and flowing with all the intrigue worthy of a Charles Dickens novel, including 

compelling cliff-hangers. Many will know what happens to Miss Havisham, Scrooge, Nancy and Bill 

Sikes, which adds a little extra frisson, and I greatly look forward to finding out how this will be 

woven into the plot.  I hasten to add that the Dickens family has no objection to plagiarism of this 

kind.  If it helps to bring these amazing characters to life to a new audience and inspires anyone to 

venture into the novels themselves for the first time, it is to be greatly welcomed.” 

 



When Dickens moved into 48 Doughty Street, he was a little-known writer, still using his pen-name, 

Boz. By the time he left, he was an international superstar, having finished The Pickwick Papers and 

written both Oliver Twist and Nicholas Nickleby at the house. During his time there, he surrounded 

himself with people; a procession of influential visitors - actors, writers and socialites - came to dine 

in his late-Regency rooms and relished his parties.  

 

The rooms are still filled with the furniture bought by Dickens - most of the fireplaces, doors, locks, 

window shutters and fittings are still in place as they were when he resided there - and contain such 

items as the copper in the washhouse, used to steam the Christmas puddings enjoyed by the family 

each year.   

 

The Museum holds the world’s most comprehensive collection of Dickens-related objects. As visitors 

make their way through the house, they will spend time at the desk where he wrote Great 

Expectations; see the raised reading desk he designed and from which he made countless public 

readings; and pore over original manuscripts of his great works, letters, personal items and 

photographs. 

 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

Dickensian: Behind the Scenes of the new BBC Drama at the Charles Dickens Museum  

Dates: 19 January - 17 April 2016 

Opening hours: Tuesday-Sunday, 10am-5pm (last admission 4pm). Closed on Mondays. 

Museum admission prices: Adults £9; Concessions £6; Children (6-16) £4; Under 6 free. 

Address: Charles Dickens Museum, 48 Doughty Street, London WC1N 2LX 

More information: www.dickensmuseum.com 020 7405 2127  events@dickensmuseum.com 
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