
 

CHRISTMAS AT THE LONDON HOME OF CHARLES DICKENS 

 

 A Christmas Carol celebrated by new exhibition and host of Christmas events 

 Dickens’s first family home dressed for Christmas  

 A month of candlelit visits, evening readings & performances and a Christmas Eve full 

of festivities 

 A chance to step into one of the most special Christmas atmospheres around 

 

9 October 2015 -- From 1 December until Twelfth Night, the first family home of Charles Dickens will 

host a celebration of Christmas and of one of the author’s best-loved books, A Christmas Carol. The 

London townhouse into which Dickens moved with his growing family in 1837, now the Charles 

Dickens Museum, will be dressed for a beautiful celebration of a Victorian Christmas; the historic 

rooms in which Dickens lived and worked while he was making his name, will be filled with all the 

decorations, fragrances and sounds of a 19th-century London Christmas. 

             

Christmas at the Charles Dickens Museum runs from 1 December 2015 until 6 January 2016. Tickets 

are available from 1 November at www.dickensmuseum.com The events are very popular, with 

many selling out quickly, so please book early to avoid disappointment.  

 

Among this year’s highlights are brilliantly atmospheric candlelit evening openings; late-night 

openings and tours of the House; special performances and readings of A Christmas Carol by 

acclaimed Dickens performers; a Christmas walk through the streets of London; and a beautifully 

lively and festive day of celebration and anticipation on perhaps the most exciting day of the year, 

Christmas Eve. 

 

As part of this year’s celebrations, the Museum will present A Christmas Carol Reimagined, a new 

exhibition exploring the themes of perhaps Dickens’s most enduring piece of work. Written in six 

weeks in the winter of 1843, A Christmas Carol sold 6,000 copies in the six days between its release 

http://www.dickensmuseum.com/


and Christmas Eve that same year and has never been out of print since. Inspired by a damning 

parliamentary report on child labour and growing awareness of child poverty, the book follows 

Ebenezer Scrooge on a path to redemption over the course of a tortuous (for him, not for us) 

Christmas Eve night. The Museum’s exhibition gallery will be filled with a wealth of new work, 

created by illustration students from Central Saint Martins in response to Dickens’s tale of 

compassion and social awareness.  

 

Louisa Price, Curator at the Charles Dickens Museum, said, “Charles Dickens loved celebrating 

Christmas, both with his family and with the many friends that would visit him at Doughty Street. His 

love of Christmas was slightly at odds with the general trend at the time and it is fair to say that he is 

responsible in quite a significant way for the revival of great public celebrations of Christmas in 

Britain. Christmas at the Museum has become a favourite annual fixture for many Londoners and 

visitors to London, as well as for all of us that work here and are able to spend so much time in 

Dickens’s rooms. We are always excited to invite new visitors to step into one of the most special 

Christmas atmospheres around, to celebrate the work of England’s greatest novelist and a very 

special time of the year.” 

 

VISITOR INFORMATION & EVENT DETAILS 

Christmas at the Charles Dickens Museum and A Christmas Carol Reimagined exhibition 

Dates: 1 December 2015 - 6 January 2016 

Opening hours: Seven days a week, 10am-5pm (last admission 4pm). Closed on Christmas Day & 

Boxing Day. 

Admission prices: Adults £8; Concessions £6; Children (6-16) £4; Under 6 free. 

Charles Dickens Museum, 48 Doughty Street, London WC1N 2LX 

More information: www.dickensmuseum.com 020 7405 2127  events@dickensmuseum.com 

 

Christmas by Candlelight 

An unforgettable opportunity to make your way through Charles Dickens’s home by candlelight at 

Christmas. Evocatively lit and lavishly decorated rooms will give a palpable sense of seeing Dickens’s 

beautifully restored home as he did. Flickering lights will illuminate the elegance of the interiors, as 

well as the shadowy chambers of the Victorian basement and the heart of the home, the kitchen. 

The rooms are filled with items from the world’s most comprehensive collection of Dickens 

artefacts, including the desk at which he wrote Great Expectations, his red leather chair in the 

Drawing Room, his personal library of books and John Leech’s sketches for his illustrations 

reproduced in the first edition of A Christmas Carol. Dickens often wrote into the night by candlelight 

and was fascinated by the effects created by flames. Guests will be able to luxuriate in what he 



called ‘a ruddy, homely...glow’ and experience rooms filled with festive greenery, authentic Victorian 

fayre and the scent of citrus and spice. 

Dates: 16, 23 and 30 December from 6.40pm. Tickets: £20. 

 

A Christmas Carol - Performed by Dominic Gerrard 

A special candlelit performance of A Christmas Carol by acclaimed actor and Dickens performer, 

Dominic Gerrard, in the rooms in which Dickens wrote. A magical re-telling of the classic Christmas 

story, directed by Tim Carroll and with ingenious puppetry animating the words of Ebenezer 

Scrooge. According to Dickens’s great-great-great-granddaughter, Lucinda Dickens Hawksley, ‘It’s the 

perfect way to begin your Christmas’. 

Dates: 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 and 29 December at 3.30pm and 6.30pm. Tickets: £22 (includes 

Museum entry). 

 

A Christmas Carol - Read by Michael Slater 

Back by popular demand, the great Professor Michael Slater MBE will bring A Christmas Carol to life 

with wit and panache. A much-loved annual festive treat, highly recommended by all at the Museum 

and the many visitors who return to experience it each year. If you are yet to hear Michael Slater 

bring the great works of Dickens to life, this is your chance. 

Dates: 12, 13, 14, 15 December at 3.30pm and 6.30pm. Tickets: £15 (includes Museum entry). 

 

A Very Dickensian Christmas Eve  

A special day of Christmas celebrations throughout Dickens’s home. An opportunity to immerse 

yourself in Christmas spirit and Victorian London, with carol singing around the piano in the Drawing 

Room; theatrical performances throughout the house by emerging theatre company Equapoise, 

each inspired by Dickens’s Christmas stories; invitations to come into the basement kitchen to learn 

how to make the perfect Christmas pudding; hourly readings by Michael Slater of A Christmas Carol; 

and not to mention healthy glasses of mulled cider. 

Date: 24 December from 10am - 5pm. Tickets: Adults £18; Children £10. 

 

Costumed Christmas Tours of Dickens’s Home 

A step back in time to Christmas 1839: while Dickens and his family are attending a Christmas ball, 

their housemaid takes a break from her duties and invites visitors through the now-rarely-open 

original door of 48 Doughty Street, which Dickens used, to enjoy an exclusive tour of Dickens’s 

‘house in town’, dressed for Christmas and filled with festive greenery, authentic Victorian fayre and 

the scent of citrus and spice. 

Dates: Saturdays 12 and 19 December from 10am-1pm. Tickets: Adults: £18; Concessions: £14; 

Children £10. 



 

 

Costumed Christmas Walk  

Exploring the streets and alleyways where many of Dickens greatest novels unfolded. The walk will 

take in Saffron Hill with Oliver Twist and Fagin; the little corner where Pip lodged with Herbert 

Pocket in Great Expectations; and a look for Bob Cratchit as he heads home on Christmas eve 1843, 

with no idea that his employer, Ebenezer Scrooge, is about to undergo an overnight transformation. 

Twisting through the old streets of London, the walk will reveal how Dickens came to write A 

Christmas Carol and how it has influenced our celebrations of Christmas.  

Dates: Wednesday 23 December at 2.30pm. Tickets: £10. 

--- 
When Dickens moved into 48 Doughty Street, he was a little known writer, still using his pen-name, 

Boz. By the time he left, he was an international superstar, having finished The Pickwick Papers and 

written both Oliver Twist and Nicholas Nickleby at the house. 

 

During his time there, he surrounded himself with people; a procession of influential visitors - actors, 

writers and socialites - came to dine in his late-Regency rooms and relished his parties, particularly 

at Christmas.  

 

The rooms are still filled with the furniture Dickens bought for the house - most of the fireplaces, 

doors, locks, window shutters and fittings are his - and contain such items as the copper in the 

washhouse, used to steam the Christmas puddings enjoyed by the family each year.   

 

The Museum holds the world’s most comprehensive collection of Dickens-related objects. As visitors 

make their way through the house, they will spend time at the desk where he wrote Great 

Expectations; see the raised reading desk he designed and from which he made countless public 

readings; original manuscripts of his great works; letters, personal items and photographs  
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