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Tigers are one of the world’s most iconic yet endangered mammals.  
At the beginning of the 20th century, nine subspecies of tiger roamed the  
Asian wilderness, with estimated populations of over 100,000. In less than 1 
00 years, tigers have lost 93% of their habitat, three subspecies have become  
extinct and wild tiger populations have plummeted by 96% to as few as  
3,800 in the wild today. 

•  Bengal Tiger, Panthera tigris tigris, c.2000 remain in the wild, endangered.

•  Indochinese Tiger, Panthera tigris corbetti, c.750-1300 remain in the wild, endangered.

•  Amur Tiger, Panthera tigris altaica, c.450 remain in the wild, endangered.

•  Sumatran Tiger, Panthera tigris Sumatra, c.400-500 remain in the wild, critically endangered.

•  Malayan tiger, Panthera tigris jacksoni, c.600-800 remain in the wild, critically endangered.

• South Chinese Tiger, Panthera tigris amoyensis, extinct in the wild.

Tigers roam wild across 13 Asian 
countries including Russia, 
India, Thailand, Indonesia and 
China. Tigers can live in lots of 
different environments including 
grasslands, woodlands, tropical 
forests, swamps, rainforests and 
snowy landscapes. The larger of 
the species live in colder places like 
eastern Russia and north-eastern 
China, and smaller subspecies live 
in warmer climates in southeast 
Asia, such as India, Nepal, 
Cambodia and Vietnam. 
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Tigers are solitary animals, 
apart from when they are 
mating and raising their 
cubs. Tigers reach maturity 
for breeding at between 
three to four years old. 
Pregnancy (gestation) lasts 
approximately 103 days. Cubs 
are usually born in a den or 
cave or thick undergrowth.  
On average 1-5 cubs are born 
in a litter. Cubs learn from 
their mothers and make 
their first solo kill at about 18 
months. But they often stay 
with her until they are about 
two and a half. Adult males 
patrol their territories (marked 
with urine and scent). Their 
home range may include the 
territories of several females, 
the territory size depends on 
prey density. Tigers can live 
up to 15 years in the wild but 
average around 11 years.

• Unlike other species of 
cats, tigers are strong 
swimmers and have 
been seen hunting while 
swimming.

• Tiger stripes are like 
human fingerprints – 
their stripes are unique  
to each individual.

• Tigers are mostly 
nocturnal with very good 
night vision which they 
use to hunt in the dark.

• Tigers mostly eat big 
mammals, such as deer, 
wild pigs, water buffalo 
and antelope.

• A group of tigers is 
called an ‘ambush’ or  
a ‘streak’ of tigers. 

• Tigers are the largest  
of all Asian big cats and 
can weigh in at 300kg,  
or 47 stone!

In the natural world the tiger is an apex predator - 
its only predator is man. There are now more  
tigers in captivity in American backyards than 
there are in the wild. 

Threats to tiger survival include:

Illegal Wildlife Trade: The illegal wildlife trade 
is a c$19 billion-dollar industry threatening the 
survival of species worldwide. The demand 
for tiger products, predominantly from Asian 
markets, is driving this iconic species to the brink 
of extinction. For hundreds of years, tiger parts 
have been used in traditional Chinese medicines 
(TCM) for the unfounded belief that they have 
medical properties. Furthermore, tiger skins are 
seen as a luxury item and a sign of wealth.  
Both these factors are contributing to the illegal 
killing of wild tigers.

Habitat Loss: Since 1950, the world’s population 
has tripled, and agricultural and settlement 
expansion is rising at an unsustainable rate. This 
rapid expansion has drastically reduced tiger 
habitats forcing humans and tigers into closer 
proximity, competing for shrinking habitats. As a 
result, tigers have fewer prey available which leads 
to the killing of livestock, resulting in retaliatory 
killings from farmers and communities.
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OUR WORK WITH TIGERS

As we witness staggering rates of global biodiversity loss, environmental and wildlife protection has never been more 
important in safeguarding the future health of our planet. Our mission is to Fight, Protect, and Engage on behalf of 

endangered wildlife around the world. Our ground-based conservation partners, operating on the front line in the fight 
against wildlife crime, are protecting some of the world’s last wildlife strongholds and pristine wilderness landscapes. 

DSWF is helping to protect wild tiger populations throughout 
Asia by funding ground-based conservation partners in India, 
Thailand and Russia alongside undercover investigations and 
exposés into the illegal wildlife trade in Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, 
China and Myanmar. 

By financially supporting our ground-based conservation 
partners, DSWF is enhancing law enforcement efforts and 
habitat protection whilst simultaneously empowering 
communities to coexist with wildlife. 

Our monitoring and anti-poaching efforts in Russia and 
Thailand continue to help rangers and law enforcement  
experts in their efforts to reduce wildlife crime and protect  
wild tiger populations. By funding undercover investigations, 
we are helping to crack on the illegal wildlife trade and to 
inform government agencies about trafficking routes and 
criminal syndicates. 

Our education and community participation initiatives  
are fundamental in ensuring a sustainable future for both 
people and wildlife. 
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• Support wildlife rangers patrolling vital habitats 
to deter illegal poaching and hunting activity.

• Conduct undercover investigations and exposés 
into the illegal wildlife trade.

• Campaign to end the trade in tiger parts and 
derivatives.

• Fight to ensure the closure of all captive tiger 
breeding facilities.

• Monitor key wild tiger populations to ensure 
viable and safe breeding conditions in their 
natural habitat.

• Provide education awareness initiatives across 
local communities living alongside and most 
affected by wild tigers.

BY ADOPTING A TIGER, YOU ARE  
HELPING TO:
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