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SERIES OF LESSONS
These series of lessons have been designed to help you introduce expository writing to your students by building on 
what they know: the narrative essay. Each lesson is considered a “mini-lesson” intended to last no longer than the 
first 15-20 minutes of your Writing Workshop.  After experiencing this series of lessons, students should be able to 
articulate the difference between narrative and expository writing while be on their way to writing proficiently in both 
genres.  

IMPORTANT TO NOTE
•  Embedded in the lessons are mentor texts intended to be used to show students quality narrative and expository 

writing. 
•  These lessons have been created to support students in uncovering the difference between narrative and 

expository writing.  They do not provide direct instruction regarding the revision or editing of narrative and 
expository writing.

•  Once students have a deep understanding of the craft behind narrative and expository writing, they should be 
provided direct instruction on how to navigate and negotiate the scaffolded prompt.   (READ/LOOK AT, THINK, 
WRITE).  

•  For more information about the STAAR scaffolded prompts, or to view sample prompts released from Texas 
Education Agency, go to http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/
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Introduction
WRITING WORKSHOP
Writing Workshop is a philosophy of teaching the writing process and provides a framework for writing instruction 
and practice. 

During Writing Workshop, students are working through the writing process at their own pace. That means everyone 
is not prewriting on Monday, drafting on Tuesday, revising on Wednesday, editing on Thursday and publishing on 
Friday. Students write at their own pace, so you may have some students drafting while others are publishing. With 
the emphasis on writing in different genres, Writing Workshop has shifted to being genre specific. 

Anchor Chart Preparation
The Nelda Narrative and Erwin Expository anchor charts and icons are at the heart of these lessons. 
You and your students will refer to them almost daily as you progress through the lesson series, adding 
a new icon to Nelda and Erwin as a new skill is learned. To prepare the Nelda Narrative and Erwin Expository Anchor 
Charts, you will need two large pieces of chart tablet paper. On one piece of chart tablet paper, draw Nelda Narrative 
(see page 62), and on the other draw Erwin Expository (see page 63). Because you will use these anchor charts 
often, you might consider laminating them for durability. They are also available for purchase as a laminate poster, 
durable and made to reuse, as well as save paper and time. http://store.esc13.net/.

Icon Preparation
The Icons should be copied onto paper (or cardstock) and cut out before each lesson. Because you will use 
these icons often, you might consider laminating them for durability. They are also available for purchase already 
laminated, sure to last a long time and made to reuse, as well as save paper and time. http://store.esc13.net/. For 
an overview of all icons used throughout this book, see page 61.

Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheet
The Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheet is another component of these lessons that will be referred to often. This is 
where the students will record, in their own words, the icons and matching descriptions at the close of each lesson. 
In essence, this will be the students’ record of learning and a resource for the students to refer back to as they write. 
It is intended that these worksheets be stored in their writing notebook, adhering it to the inside cover. If students do 
not already have an established writer’s notebook, this would be a great opportunity to start one!

Mentor Text Sets
The mentor texts have been written as an example of quality narrative and expository writing. Each set contains a 
narrative and an expository essay about the same topic. It is important for students to experience not only quality 
writing but also be able to compare how the same topic is addressed differently based on the purpose (either to 
narrate or explain).

Writing Process:  
 
1. Prewriting   
2. Drafting   
3. Revising    
4. Editing
5. Publishing 

Framework:

Mini-lesson (15-20 minutes)
Independent Writing (20-45 minutes)
Sharing (5-10 minutes)
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Overview of Lessons 1-4:
Introducing and Defining Narrative vs. Expository Writing
The first four lessons are introductory in nature. They have been designed in an inquiry-based 
manner because we believe that students learn and retain more when they discover knowledge 
rather than being passive consumers of knowledge. Lesson 2 springboards off on Nancie Atwell’s 
notion of Writing Territories, Lessons That Change Writers, (2002) Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann 
where she suggests that students do more than list stories to write about, but generate “territories” 
or topics that really matter and topics that students could write about no matter the genre. In Lesson 
4, the students practice putting all they know about narrative vs. expository writing into practice 
using dialogue. This allows students to focus on the author’s purpose rather than worrying about 
getting something on paper. You will find all the materials needed for the next four lessons after 
Lesson 4. See pages 12-19.

Materials to prepare for Lessons 1-4  
Lesson 1: Comparing Narrative to Expository

• Mentor Texts Set 1 (A and B): Copy the Narrative essay (1A) onto red paper and the Expository 
essay (1B) onto blue paper. Make one copy per student. 

• Venn Diagram: Prepare a Venn Diagram on a large sheet of chart tablet paper. Label the left 
side Narrative and the right side Expository.

Lesson 2: Creating a Heart Map
• Sorting Cards: Copy the Sorting Cards and cut the sets apart. Place each set in a Ziploc bag. 
• Heart Map: Copy the Heart Map for each student onto white paper.
• Chart tablet paper
•	 Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire movie (optional): Locate the pensieve clip where 

Dumbledore and Harry Potter are discussing the use of the pensieve. It is roughly one hour 
and 40 minutes into the movie.

Lesson 3: Writes from...
• Nelda Narrative and Erwin Expository: Draw Nelda Narrative on one piece of chart tablet paper 

and Erwin Expository on another to create anchor charts. You will use these anchor charts 
throughout the remainder of the lessons, so you may want to laminate them. *Note: They are 
also available for purchase. For an example of how to draw Nelda and Erwin, see pages 58-59.

• Heart and Brain Icons: Copy and cut out the Heart and Brain Icons. 
• Mentor Text Set 1 (A and B): Use the Mentor Text Set 1 (A and B) used in Lesson 1.
• Brain Map: Copy the Brain Map for each student onto white paper. 
• Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheet: Copy the Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheet for each 

student onto white paper. 
• Dictionary

Lesson 4: Author’s Focus
• Heart and Brain Map:  Create a Heart and Brain Map that you can share with your students. 
• Heart and Brain Map: Use from Lesson 2 and 3. (Students can add onto their previous Heart 

and Brain Maps.)
• Focus Icons:  Copy and cut out the Magnifying Glass Icons.
• Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheet
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Lesson 1: Comparing Narrative to Expository
Materials

• Mentor Texts Set 1 (A and B)
• Chart tablet paper with large Venn Diagram drawn on it

Teaching the Lesson
1. Pass out the Mentor Text Set 1 (A and B). 
2. Have the students read both the narrative and expository pieces (or you may choose to read 

them aloud). 
3. Ask the students to share out what they noticed. 
4. Record their responses on the Venn Diagram. 

They may need to be prompted such as:
• What did you notice about the tone?  
• What did you notice about the words the author used?  
• How did the author organize the paper?  
•  Both papers were about the same topic, but how did the author address that topic 

differently? What was the author’s purpose? 
• Who used language to show how important the experience was?  
• Who used language to explain?

A sample of what might be recorded:

It’s about one, small 
moment in time

Uses literary devices

Sequential

Personal details

Vivid and expressive 
words

Entertaining tone

Focus on the topic

Organized

Transitions

Details

Effective word choice

Correct conventions

One 
central/controlling 
idea

The details support the 
central/controlling idea

Words explain rather 
than show

Explanatory tone

Narrative Expository
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Lesson 2: Creating a Heart Map
 

• Sorting Cards
• Heart Map  
• Chart tablet paper
•	 Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire movie (optional)

1. Ask the students if they remember the Harry Potter books or movies. Lead them to recall the 
time when Harry looks into the pensieve. (At this point you could show that short video clip to 
help them remember). Ask them: “What is Harry looking at when he looks into the pensieve?” 
Answer = memories.

2. Put the students into small groups and give them the set of sorting cards. Ask them to sort the 
cards into the categories. (e.g., family, movies, hobbies, trips)

3. When the students are done, bring them back together to discuss what they noticed. Tell the 
students that those categories are each like a pensieve. When they look into that category (or 
pensieve) they can see the many different memories there. 

4. With the class, write those categories on the chart tablet paper. Then, generate a list of 
additional categories they could write about.   
Suggestions: fears, pets, celebrations, school, friends, holidays, favorite food, books, music, 
worries, fads, favorite items, favorite places

5. Explain that they are going to create a pensieve for themselves to look into when they want to 
begin writing. Give each student a copy of the Heart Map. Have students select the categories 
they think they would have three to four things they could write about. Tell students: “Only 
choose categories you have three or four ideas right away you could write about.”

6. Give them time to complete their Heart Map. Have them glue their Heart Map into their 
writer’s notebook. 

A sample of a Heart Map:

Materials

Teaching the Lesson

*Note:  The blank space on this 
example is intentional. The 
writer can add more categories 
over time.
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Lesson 3: Writes From...

• Nelda Narrative and Erwin Expository Anchor Charts
• Heart and Brain Icons
• Mentor Texts Set 1 (A and B)
• Brain Map
• Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheet
• Dictionary

1. Post the Nelda Narrative and Erwin Expository Anchor Charts and the Heart and Brain Icons 
where the students can see them.

2. Tell the students that in a narrative essay, their job is to narrate the story while in expository 
essay, their job is to explore or explain.

3. Have the students look up the words “narrate” and “explain” in the dictionary.
4. Ask the students to reread Mentor Texts Set 1 (A and B) with this question in mind: “Which 

author wrote his or her story from their heart instead of from the brain?”
5. When the students have completed his or her reading, discuss their observations. Ask: “Which 

text was written from the heart? Which text was written from the brain?”
6. Add the Heart Icon to the Nelda Anchor Chart and the Brain Icon to the Erwin Anchor Chart.

A sample of the Nelda Anchor Chart and Erwin Anchor Chart:

Materials

Teaching the Lesson
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7. Teach the students the gestures that go with the heart and brain.  
“Nelda Narrative writes from the heart (point to the heart) and Erwin Expository writes from 
the brain (point to the head).”

8. Have the students transpose their Heart Map onto their Brain Map to make the point that 
students can write about the same categories from the heart (narrative) or from the brain 
(expository). Have them glue their Heart and Brain Maps into their writer’s notebook.

9. Pass out their Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheets. Have them draw the heart and brain on 
their student worksheets. Have them glue their Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheets into their 
writer’s notebook.

A sample of the Nelda and Erwin Student Worksheet:

Lesson 3: Writes from...continued

1.  Writes from the heart.
1.  Writes from the brain.
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Icons - Writes from the...
Heart Brain

Icon - Focus
Author Subject

Icon - Author’s Purpose

Show Tell

Cut out icons and place them on the poster.
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