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Why read documents in their language?

• Misleading translations

• Interpretative Translations

• Typographical Errors (transposed numbers, 

mistakes, courses omitted)

• Fraud protection



Translation

• Converting from one written language to 

another

• Allows you to read the words in your 

language

• The more you have to rely on the 

translation, the more professional – and 

removed from the student – it should be



Transliteration

• Converting individual characters/letters 

from one alphabet into characters in your 

own language

• Helps you pronounce or "read" words in 

your own language

• Can be done by comparing alphabets and 

manually converting each character



Translation vs Transliteration

Language Indigenous Transliteration Translation

Chinese 专科 Zhuanke Short-cycle

Chinese 本科 Benke Long-cycle 

undergraduate

Cyrillic бакалавра Bakalavra Bachelor

Cyrillic специалиста Spetsialista Specialist

Cyrillic магистра Magister Master

Cyrillic кандидат наук Kandidat Nauk Candidate of Science



Translation vs Transliteration

Language Indigenous Transliteration Translation

Persian کاردانی Kardani Associate

Persian کارشناسی Karshenasi Bachelor

Persian کارشناسی ارشد Karshenasi-Arshad Master

Arabic شهادة Shahada(t) Diploma

Arabic البكالوريوس Albukalurius Bachelor

Arabic ماجستير Majsteir Master

Arabic دكتوراه Doctooraah Doctor



Translation Strategies

• Use translation to look up individual words 

in your in-house glossary

• Look up indigenous terms in glossary

• Handwrite on Google Translate

• Type or copy & paste combinations of non-

Roman characters into Google Translate

• Identify patterns & key terms





Alphabets

• 46 different alphabets are in use today

• Most common "pure" alphabets: Latin,

Greek, Cyrillic, Armenian, Georgian,

and Korean

• Alphabets written right to left: Hebrew,

Arabic, Modern Chinese, and Modern

Japanese



Languages

• 6909 living languages; 6% have more 

than a million speakers→ 94% of pop.

• 6 official languages of UN: 

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 

Russian, and Spanish

• Estimated 3.5 billion (of 7.6 billion) 

people speak the top 10 languages



Most Spoken Languages



Languages

French

Spanish

Chinese

Cyrillic

Arabic



French



French Samples

• Baccalaureat(s)

• Brevet de Technicien Superieur (BTS)

• Diplome d'Etudes Universitaire 

Generales (DEUG)

• Licence



Baccalaureat
Togo



Baccalaureat General
France



Brevet de Technicien Superieur
Cote d'Ivoire



Diplome d'Etudes Universitaire Generales
France



Licence
Cameroon



List of Credentials in French
French English

Baccalaureat Professionel Professional Baccalaureate

Brevet de Technicien Superieur Higher Technician's Certificate

Certificat de Fin d'Etudes Secondaires Certificate of Completion of 

Secondary Education

Classes Preparatoire aux Grandes Ecoles / 

CPGE

Preparatory Classes for the 

Grandes Ecoles

Diplome de Baccalaureat General Diploma of General 

Baccalaureate



List of Credentials in French
French English

Diplome d'Etudes Universitaires Appliques / 

DEUA

Diploma of Applied University 

Studies

Diplome d'Etudes Universitaire Generales / 

DEUG

Diploma of General University 

Study

Diplome d'Etudes Universitaires

Professionnalisees / DEUP

Diploma of Professional 

University Study

Diplome d'Universite / DU Diploma of the University

Diploma Universitaire de Technologie / DUT University Diploma of Technology



List of Credentials in French
French English

Diplome de Professeur de l'Enseignement

Secondaire 1st Grade / DIPES I

Diploma of General Secondary 

Education Teacher I

Diplome de Gradue / Diplome de Graduat Diploma of Graduate

Bachelor Bachelor (Bologna-compliant)

Licence Licentiate Degree

Licence Professionnel Professional Licentiate



List of Credentials in French
French English

Maitrise Master(y)

Master Master (Bologna-compliant)

Diplome d'Etudes Approfondies / DEA Diploma of Advanced Studies

Diplome d'Ingenieur Diploma of Engineer

Master Specialise Specialized Master



List of Credentials in French
French English

Diplome d'Etudes Superieures Specialisees

/ DESS

Diploma of Higher Specialized

Study

MBA (from the Grandes Ecoles or

Universities)

Master of Business 

Administration

Diplome de Docteur (Doctor) / Doctorat / 

Grade de Docteur

Diploma of Doctorate



Spanish



Spanish Samples

• Bachillerato

• Graduado

• Bachiller & Titulo Profesional

• Titulo de Ingeniera



Bachillerato
Mexico



Graduado
Spain



Bachiller and Titulo Profesional
Peru



Titulo de Ingeniera
Cuba



List of Credentials in Spanish

Country Secondary Credentials Undergraduate Credentials

Argentina Bachiller Tecnico, Technico Superior, 

Bachiller Universitario, Titulo

Bolivia Bachiller en

Humanidades

Technico Superior, Licenciado,

Titulo, Bachiller en Ciencis o Artes

Chile Licencia de Educacaion

Media

Bachiller en Ciencias o 

Humanidades y Ciencias Socials, 

Licenciado

Colombia Bachiller Tecnologo, Licenciado, Titulo

Profesional



List of Credentials in Spanish

Country Secondary Credentials Undergraduate Credentials

Costa Rica Bachiller en Educacion

Media

Grado de Bachiller, Licenciado,

Bachillerato Universitario

Cuba Titulo de Bachiller Licenciado, Ingeniero

Dominican 

Republic

Bachillerato, Bachillerato

Tecnico

Tecnico, Licenciado, Ingeniero

Ecuador Bachiller Licenciado, Titulo de Technico

Superior, Licenciatura



List of Credentials in Spanish

Country Secondary Credentials Undergraduate Credentials

El Salvador Bachiller, Diploma de 

Educacion Media

Tecnico, Licenciado, Ingeniero

Guatemala Bachiller en Ciencias y 

Letras

Titulo de Tecnico, Licenciatura,

Baccalaureatus Artium

Honduras Bachiller en Administracion

de Empresas

Tecnico Universitario, Bachiller

Universitario, Licenciado

Mexico Bachillerato General, 

Bachillerato Tecnologico

Tecncio Superior Universitario,

Licenciatura, Titulo Profesional



List of Credentials in Spanish

Country Secondary Credentials Undergraduate Credentials

Nicaragua Bachiller en Ciencias y

Letras / en Humanidades

Tecnico Superior, Licenciatura

Panama Bachillerato General,

Tecnico Profesional

Tecnico Superior, Licenciado

Paraguay Bachillerato Cientifico,

Bachillerato Tecnico

Tecnico Superior, Licenciatura,

Ingeniero

Peru Bachillerato Academico,

Bachillerato Tecnico

Profesional Tecnico, Grado de

Bachillerato, Bachelor



List of Credentials in Spanish

Country Secondary Credentials Undergraduate Credentials

Puerto Rico Diploma de Escuela 

Superior

Grado Asociado, Grado de

Bachillerato, Bachelor

Spain Bachiller Titulo (Universitario Oficial),

Tecnico Superior, Licenciado

Uruguay Bachiller, Bachillerato

Tecnico

Bachiller, Tecnico, Licenciado

Venezuela Bachiller, Educacion Media

General

Tecnico Superior, Licenciado,

Ingeniero



Chinese



Chinese Samples

• Zhuanke Certificate of Graduation

• Benke Certificate of Graduation

• Bachelor Degree Certificates

• Master Degree Certificate



Zhuanke Certificate of Graduation
China



Benke Certificate of Graduation
China



Bachelor Degree Certificate (until 2016)
China



Bachelor Degree Certificate (since 2016)
China



Master Degree Certificate (until 2016)
China



List of Credentials in Chinese

Chinese English

专科毕业证书 Zhuanke Certificate of Graduation

本科毕业证书 Benke Certificate of Graduation

学士学位证书 Bachelor Degree Certificate

毕业证书 Certificate of Graduation

法学学学士学位 Bachelor of Laws

文学 (Bachelor of) Arts

理学 (Bachelor of) Science

经济学 (Bachelor of) Economics



List of Credentials in Chinese

Chinese English

哲学 (Bachelor of) Philosophy

法学 (Bachelor of) Law

教育学 (Bachelor of) Education

史学 (Bachelor of) History

工学 (Bachelor of) Technology/Engineering

农学 (Bachelor of) Agriculture

管理学 (Bachelor of) Management

军事学 (Bachelor of) Military Science



List of Credentials in Chinese

Chinese English

医学学士学位 Bachelor of Medicine

硕士学位医学 Master of Medicine

农业推广硕士 Master of Agriculture

建筑学硕士 Master of Architecture

工商管理硕士 Master of Business Administration

教育硕士 Master of Education

工程硕士 Master of Engineering

文学硕士 Master of Arts



List of Credentials in Chinese

Chinese English

理学硕士 Master of Science

经济学硕士 Master of Economics

艺术硕士 Master of Fine Arts

军事硕士 Master of Military Science

公共管理硕士 Master of Public Administration

硕士学位医学 Master of Medicine

护理硕士 Master of Nursing

博士学位 Doctor of Philosophy



Numbers in Chinese
Chinese Westernized Chinese Westernized

零/〇 0 十١ 11

一 1 十二 12

二 2 十三 13

三 3 十四 14

四 4 十五 15

五 5 十六 16

六 6 十七 17

七 7 十八 18

八 8 十九 19

九 9 二十 20

十 10 二十一 21



Cyrillic



Cyrillic Samples

• Junior Specialist

• Bachelor, bilingual

• Specialist Diploma with attachment

• Diploma Supplements

• Diploma of Higher Education

• Candidate of Science



Diploma of Junior Specialist
Ukraine



Bachelor, bilingual, new format
Russian Federation



Specialist Diploma, traditional format
Russian Federation



Diploma Supplement, after 2012
Russian Federation



Diploma of Higher Education
Belarus



Candidate of Sciences
Russian Federation



List of Credentials in Cyrillic
Credential English

академическая справка Academic Certificate (incomplete study)

Диплом о среднем профессиональном

образовании

Diploma of Intermediate Professional

Education

Диплом бакалавра Bachelor Degree/Diploma

диплом специалиста Diploma of Specialist

Диплом магистра Master Degree/Diploma

кандидат наук Candidate of Sciences

доктора наук Doctor of Sciences



Federal State Ed Standards
Credential Diploma Supplement

Бакалавра

(Bachelor)

The FSES for bachelor studies were introduced in

2009-10. The first batch of diplomas with the new 

diploma supplement showing credits will be issued 

in 2014.

Специалиста

(Specialist)

The specialist FSES took effect in 2010-2011. The 

first batch of diplomas with the new diploma 

supplement will be issued in 2015.

Магистра

(Master)

The FSES were introduced in 2009-2010, and 

some institutions began awarding diplomas with the 

new diploma supplement format in 2012.



Arabic



Arabic Samples

• Secondary School Certificate samples

• Bachelor transcripts

• Bachelor of Science samples

• Bachelor of Pharmacy



Secondary Certificate Examination
Jordan



Secondary Certificate Examination
Yemen



Secondary Certificate Examination
Egypt



Bachelor of Science bilingual transcript
Iraq



Bachelor of Science
Jordan



Bachelor of Science
United Arab Emirates



Bachelor of Pharmacy
Saudi Arabia



List of Credentials in Arabic
Arabic English

وثيقة مدرسية / المرحلة المتوسطة Intermediate Baccalaureate

وثيقة المرحلة المتوسطة Intermediate (9th grade) Certificate

شهادة ختم التعليم الأساسي العام Certificate of General Basic (9th

Grade) Education

وثيقة مدرسية الإعدادية المه نية Vocational Baccalaureate

وثيقة المرحلة الإعدادية / مدرسية Secondary School Certificate

بكالوريوس في التعليم الثانوي Baccalaureate of Secondary Ed



List of Credentials in Arabic
Arabic English

فني البكالوريوس Technical Baccalauareate

البكالوريا الفنية Technical Baccalauareate

امتحان دبلوم الثانوية الفنية الصناعية Industrial Technical Secondary 

Studies Diploma Examination

شهادة الثانوية المهنية النظام) (المزدوج Certificate of Professional

Secondary Education (Dual System)

شهادة الثانوية العامة General Secondary Education

Certificate / Baccalaureate



List of Credentials in Arabic
Arabic English

امتحان شهادة اتمام الدراسة الثانوية العامة Completion of General Secondary

School Certificate Examination

امتحان شهادة الثانوية العامة علم General Secondary School Exam /

High School Certificate Exam

امتحان شهادة الدراسة الثانوية العامة العام General Secondary Education

Certificate Examination

امتحان شهادة التعليم الثانوي العام General Secondary Education

Certificate Examination

امتحان دبلوم الثانوية الفنية الصناعية Industrial Secondary Studies Exam



List of Credentials in Arabic
Arabic English

البكالوريوس Bachelor

درجة البكالوريوس Bachelor Degree

أجازة Bachelor

الإجازة Bachelor

درجة Degree

العاليالدبلوم Higher Diploma



List of Credentials in Arabic
Arabic English

الماجستير Master

ماجستيرفي التقنيات Master of Technology

ماجستير Master

دبلوم عالي Higher Diploma

الإجازة العالية HIgher Degree

دكتوراه Doctor of Philosophy



Numbers in Arabic
Arabic Westernized Arabic Westernized

٠ 0 ١١ 11

١ 1 ١٢ 12

٢ 2 ١٣ 13

٣ 3 ١٤ 14

٤ 4 ١٥ 15

٥ 5 ١٦ 16

٦ 6 ١٧ 17

٧ 7 ١٨ 18

٧ 8 ١٩ 19

٩ 9 ٢٠ 20

١٠ 10 ٢١ 21



Thank you
peggy@transcriptresearch.com

www.transcriptresearch.com/training
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