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Session Rules of Etiquette
• Please silence your cell phone/pager 

• Please complete the session evaluation using the AACRAO 
mobile app or the paper form in your registration packet, drop 
boxes are available throughout the convention center. 

• If you must leave the session early, please do so as discreetly as 
possible 

• Please avoid side conversation during the session

Thank you for your cooperation!



Introduction
• Education System Overview  
• Samples 
• Verification Sources 
• Scholarship Information 
• Recognized Institutions  
• Resources



General Information
• US Enrollment of Saudi Students in 2015: almost 

60,000 students (up 11% from 2014) 

• Fourth largest source of sending students to US for 
5th year in a row (10 consecutive years of increases) 

• IIE Open Doors: 51% undergraduate, 21% graduate, 
26% other; 2% OPT  

• Approx 70% of population is under 30 years old



Islamic Calendar
• The Kingdom uses the Islamic Lunar calendar 

(Hijrah calendar), which as 354 days 

• Calculated lunar calendar varies from calendar used 
in other Gulf states (confusion between states) 

• Approximation adding 579 or 580 to the Islamic year  

• Use an online date converter





Overview of Education
• Primary + Lower Secondary + Upper Secondary =   

6+3+3 = 12 years  

• Post-secondary Technical/Vocational = 2-3 years 

• Universities 

• Non-University Higher Education (Military, 
Health)





General Information
• Arabic is medium of instruction; secondary might be 

issued bilingually, but most HEIs can issue official 
English transcripts 

• English training begins in Grade 4 

• Academic Year comprised of two semesters: 
September-December/January and January-May/June 

• Males and females separated throughout education



Primary Education
• Elementary Education lasts for 6 years (ages 6-12) 

• Leads to the General Elementary Education 
Certificate; end of compulsory education 

• Intermediate (lower secondary) lasts for 3 years 

• Leads to Intermediate School Certificate 

• Streamed academic vs vocational after intermediate



Secondary Education
• Secondary school lasts for 3 years and leads to high 

school diploma issued by the General Directorate of Ed 

• Historically, students sat for the Tawjihi (General 
Secondary Education Certificate) national exams 

• These were eliminated in the mid-2000s in favor of the 
new Tatweer (reform) curriculum 

• No longer sit for national exam at end of high school 

• Higher ed now requires aptitude tests for entrance



Secondary Education
• Secondary Schools follow a MOE Curriculum 

• General Secondary School Transcript used 2000-2010 

• First year is common curriculum  

• Students with 60%+ average choose scientific or literary 
stream; students <60% average placed into literary stream 

• Weighted marks indicates weight (credit value) 

• Third Year Certificate confirms graduation











Secondary Education
• Credit System Transcript used since 2008 

• Two tracks: Human Sciences / Natural Sciences 

• Each course is 5 hours; max of 7 courses per 
semester for 6 levels/semesters 

• Based on 200 total hours: 125 compulsory, 65 
specialty, 10 elective hours 

• Each course has equal weight











Technical/Vocational Education
• Secondary and Post-Secondary Qualifications 

• Vocational Certificates 
• Technical Diplomas and Associate Diplomas 

• Bachelor of Technology Education





Technical Education
• Technical and Vocational Training Corp (TVTC) 

• Validates and administers technical/vocational ed 
• Technical or Technology should be in Qualification 

Title/Name



Types of Technical Qualifications
• (Secondary) Vocational Preparation Certificates 

• (Secondary) Vocational Training Certificates 

• (Secondary) Vocational Institute Diplomas  

• Technical Associate Diploma - 1 year  

• Technical College Diplomas - 2 years  

• Bachelor Degree - 4 years total









Higher Education
• Overseen by Ministry of Higher Education 

• Standardized Credit System: 1 50-min lecture (or 
2-3 50-min labs) for 15 weeks = 1 credit hour 

• 15 credit hours for full-time undergraduate studies 
per semester, 30 credit hours per academic year 

• Credit hours exclude foundation/preparatory study













































Non-University Higher Education

• Saudi Commission for Health Specialties 

• Royal Commission for Jubail and Yanbu 
• Ministry of Defense 

• Institute of Public Administration









Verification Resources
• General Directorates of Secondary Education 

• Specific University Websites 
• Saudi Arabia Cultural Mission 

• University Emails (MOE/MOHE)











Scholarship Information
• King Abdullah Scholarship Program  

• Tightening restrictions: top 50 program (or top 100 
institution), minimum GPA, 6-month limit for ESL, 
specific fields (medicine, STEM) 

• Scholarships through: Ministry of Health, public 
universities, TVTC, ARAMCO, SABI



Resources

• Saudi Arabia Cultural Mission 

• EducationUSA Advising Centers 
• Ministry of (Higher) Education



Resources
• AACRAO Publications, Resources 

• ECE Publications, Resources 

• WES Publications, Resources 

• NAFSA Publications, Resources



Upcoming EducationUSA Info
• Saudi Arabia Livestream Webinars 

• Aimed at students in Saudi Arabia coming to US 

• Topics: Pre-Departure Orientation, Visas, 
Recommendation Letters, US Summer Programs,  

• http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/education-and-culture/
livestream-webinars.html 

http://riyadh.usembassy.gov/education-and-culture/livestream-webinars.html


Questions?



Thank You!
Peggy Bell Hendrickson 

peggy@transcriptresearch.com 

Please complete the session evaluation using the 
AACRAO mobile app or the paper form provided in your 

registration packet. 

Session ID 4724
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