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• International Education Statistics 
• Educational Systems of Iran, Taiwan, 

Turkey, Brazil, and Vietnam - Student 
Mobility, Education Ladder & System, 
Credentials, Samples 

• Additional Resources

Outline
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International Education Statistics
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International Education Statistics

Declining Enrollment
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International Education Statistics

2017/2018 Graduate Student Enrollments

China 130,843
India 95,651
South Korea 15,572
Saudi Arabia 11,022
IRAN 9,695
Canada 9,517
TAIWAN 9,236
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International Education Statistics

2017/2018 Graduate Student Enrollments

TURKEY 4,760
Bangladesh 4,649
Nepal 4,537
BRAZIL 4,208
Mexico 3,839
VIETNAM 3,703
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International Education Statistics
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International Education Statistics
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Educational System of Iran
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• Student Mobility Facts 
• Education Ladder 
• General System Information 
• University Credentials 
• Sample Credentials

Education in Iran 
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Student Mobility Facts
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Student Mobility Facts
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Student Mobility Facts

• The vast majority (75%) of Iranian students 
come to the US to pursue graduate studies 

• Number of Iranian students in US has 
almost doubled since 2012 (6982 - 12783)
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Education Ladder
Source: Australian Education International: 

Country Education Profile
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General System Information

• Total Years of Pre-Uni Education: 12* 
• HS Diploma: Pre-University Year (2000) 
• Academic Year: September - June 
• Language of Instruction: Farsi/Persian 
• Translations: Ministry of Justice / Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs
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University Credentials

• Undergraduate Credentials:  
•  Kardani (Associate) - 2 yrs / کاردانی
•  Karshenasi (Bachelor) - 4 yrs / کارشناسی
•  Dr of Medicine) - 7 yrs) درجھ دکتری پزشکی

• Graduate Credentials:  
•  Karshenasi-Arshad) - 2 yrs) کارشناسی ارشد

• Doctora) - 3-5 yrs) دکترای
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General System Information

• Accreditation: Ministry of Science, 
Research, & Technology; Supreme Council 
of the Cultural Revolution (Islamic Azad U) 

• Standard Credits: yes; 30-36 yr; Assoc = 
67-72; Bach = 130-140; Mast = 30-45 

• Verification: not standardized; contact each
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Grading System
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Grading System
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Sample Undergraduate



21

Sample Undergraduate



22

Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Graduate
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Educational System of Taiwan
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• Student Mobility Facts 
• Education Ladder 
• General System Information 
• University Credentials 
• Sample Credentials

Education in Taiwan 
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Student Mobility Facts
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Student Mobility Facts
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Education Ladder
Source: Australian Education International: 

Country Education Profile
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General System Information

• Total Years of Pre-Uni Education: 12 
• HS Diploma: Certificate of Graduation 
• Academic Year: August - June/July 
• Language of Instruction: Chinese & English 
• Translations: officially issued in English by 

university
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University Credentials

• Undergraduate Credentials:  
• Junior College Diploma (2 yrs post-HS) 
• Junior College Diploma (3 yrs) 
• Bachelor (4 yrs) 

• Graduate Credentials: 
• Master (1-2 yrs) 
• Doctor of Philosophy (2-7 yrs)



31

General System Information

• Accreditation: Higher Ed & Accreditation 
Council of Taiwan 

• Standard Credits: varies; Bach = 128-168; 
Masters = varies (usually approx 30) 

• Verification: not standardized; contact each
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Grading System
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Graduate
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Sample Graduate
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Educational System of Turkey
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• Student Mobility Facts 
• Education Ladder 
• General System Information 
• University Credentials 
• Sample Credentials

Education in Turkey
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Student Mobility Facts
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Student Mobility Facts
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Education Ladder
Source: Australian Education International: 

Country Education Profile
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General System Information

• Total Years of Pre-Uni Education: 12 
• HS Diploma: (Deviet) Lise Diplomasi 
• Academic Year: September - June 
• Language of Instruction: Turkish 
• Translations: may be translated or issued 

in English by university
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University Credentials

• Undergraduate Credentials: 
• On Lisans Diplomasi (Pre-Licentiate 

Diploma) - 2 yrs 
• Lisans Diplomasi (Licentiate) - 4 yrs 
• Bachelor - 4 yrs  

• Graduate Credentials:  
• Yuksek Lisans Diplomasi (Higher       

Licentiate Diploma) - 1.5-2 yrs 
• Doktora Derecesi - 2-3 yrs
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General System Information

• Accreditation: Council of Higher Ed (YOK) 
• Standard Credits: varies; some schools 

use own credit system and/or ECTS credits 
(ECTS not always applied consistently)  

• Verification: not standardized but many 
have online databases of graduates;  
• can also verify YOK barcoded docs
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Grading System
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Grading System
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Graduate
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Sample Graduate
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Educational System of Brazil
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• Student Mobility Facts 
• Education Ladder 
• General System Information 
• University Credentials 
• Sample Credentials

Education in Brazil 
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Student Mobility Facts
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Student Mobility Facts
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Education Ladder
Source: Australian Education International: 

Country Education Profile
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General System Information

• Total Years of Pre-Uni Education: 11-12 
• HS Diploma: Certificado de Conclusao do 

Ensino Medio 
• Academic Year: February - December 
• Language of Instruction: Portuguese 
• Translations: not standardized
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University Credentials

• Undergraduate Credentials:  
• Titulo de Tecnologico (2-3 yrs) 
• Titulo/Grau de Bacharel (3 yrs) 
• Titulo de Licenciatura/Bacharel (4 yrs) 

• Graduate Credentials: (Strictu Sensu) 
• Strictu Sense Mestrado (1-2 yrs) 
• “Lato Sensu” - be careful (.5-2 yrs) 
• Strictu Sensu Doutorado (2-4 yrs)
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General System Information

• Accreditation: Ministry of Education - 
PROGRAMMATIC ACCREDITATION 

• Standard Credits: many programs use 800 
hours per year; another common pattern is 
40, 45, or 50 credits per year 

• Verification: not standardized, but growing 
numbers have online verification/delivery
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Grading System
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Grading System
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample “Lato Sensu” Graduate
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Sample “Lato Sensu” Graduate
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Sample “Strictu Sensu” Graduate
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Sample “Strictu Sensu” Graduate
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Sample “Strictu Sensu” Graduate



71

Educational System of Vietnam
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• Student Mobility Facts 
• Education Ladder 
• General System Information 
• University Credentials 
• Sample Credentials

Education in Vietnam 
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Student Mobility Facts
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Student Mobility Facts



75

Education Ladder
Source: Australian Education International: 

Country Education Profile
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General System Information

• Total Years of Pre-University Education: 12 
• HS Diploma: Bang Tot Nghiep Trung hoc 

Pho thong 
• Academic Year: August/September - June 
• Language of Instruction: Vietnamese 
• Translations: more universities doing them;                               

• most commonly, certified translations
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General System Information

• Accreditation: Ministry of Ed & Training 
• Standard Credits: credits systems vary by 

institution 
• Verification: not standardized; contact each 

(or use a pay service for growing fraud)
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Grading System
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University Credentials

• Undergraduate Credentials:  
• Bang Tot nghiep Cao dang (2-3 yrs) 
• Bang Tot nghiep Dai hoc/Bang Cu nhan/

Bang Ky Sy (4-5 yrs) 
• Graduate Credentials:  

• Bang (Tot Nghiep) Thac si (2-3 yrs) 
• Bang Tien si (2-3 yrs)
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Undergraduate
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Sample Graduate
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Sample Graduate
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Additional Resources
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Want to Learn More?

Evaluator Training Seminar 
Dallas/Addison Marriott Quorum 
November 7, 2019 

• Hands-on credential evaluation skills  
• Toolkit for Evaluating and 

Understanding International Education
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Additional Resources - Free
• Open Doors Data on International Educational Exchange. https://www.iie.org/

Research-and-Insights/Open-Doors/Data/International-Students/Places-of-Origin/
Leading-Places-of-Origin/2015-16  

• EducationUSA Student Mobility Fact Sheets: https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-
education-professionals/recruitment-resources/student-mobility-fact-sheets 

• NUFFIC Country Module: https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/education-systems/  
• World Data on Education (2010/2011): http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/document/world-

data-education-seventh-edition-2010-11  
• NOKUT Country Database: https://www.nokut.no/en/surveys-and-databases/nokuts-

country-database/nokuts-country-database/  
• NARIC Ireland Foreign Qualifications: https://qsearch.qqi.ie/WebPart/Search?

searchtype=recognitions  
• Transcript Research Training: TranscriptResearch.com/training publications, articles, 

conference handouts 
• Council of Graduate Schools: https://cgsnet.org/international-graduate-admissions-

survey 

https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Open-Doors/Data/International-Students/Places-of-Origin/Leading-Places-of-Origin/2015-16
https://educationusa.state.gov/us-higher-education-professionals/recruitment-resources/student-mobility-fact-sheets
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/subjects/education-systems/
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/document/world-data-education-seventh-edition-2010-11
https://www.nokut.no/en/surveys-and-databases/nokuts-country-database/nokuts-country-database/
https://qsearch.qqi.ie/WebPart/Search?searchtype=recognitions
http://transcriptresearch.com/training
https://cgsnet.org/international-graduate-admissions-survey
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Additional Resources - Fee
• NAFSA Online Guide to Educational Systems around the World: https://

www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Publications/
NAFSA_Guide_to_Educational_Systems_Around_the_World/   

• Australian Education International, Country Education Profiles (subscription): https://
internationaleducation.gov.au/Services-And-Resources/Services/Country-Education-
Profiles/Access-CEP/Pages/Default.aspx  

• The Association for International Credential Evaluation Professionals (TAICEP): 
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/ newsletter, webinars, verification database 

• The New Country Index, Volumes I and II, International Education Research 
Foundation. 

• AACRAO EDGE: http://edge.aacrao.org/aacrao-edge-login-page.php?uri=/ 

https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Publications/NAFSA_Guide_to_Educational_Systems_Around_the_World/
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/Services-And-Resources/Services/Country-Education-Profiles/Access-CEP/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/
http://edge.aacrao.org/aacrao-edge-login-page.php?uri=/
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Additional Resources - Iran
• Ministry of Science, Research, Technology: http://msrt.ir/en/page/150/public-

universities and http://msrt.ir/en/page/36/private-universities and http://msrt.ir/en/page/
9/research-institutions and https://www.msrt.ir/en/page/1194/private-universities and 
https://www.msrt.ir/en/page/1228/private-higher-education-institutions and http://
msrt.ir/fa/grid/45/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-
%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%B2-
%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB
%8C  and http://msrt.ir/fa/grid/
46/%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-
%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB
%8C-%D8%BA%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA
%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C  

• The Islamic Republic of Iran: Its Educational System and Methods of Evaluation, ECE, 
2014.  

• CIMEA Database of University Systems (in Italian): http://www.cimea.it/it/servizi/
pubblicazioni-e-banche-dati/banche-dati/banca-dati-dei-sistemi-universitari.aspx 

http://msrt.ir/en/page/150/public-universities
http://msrt.ir/en/page/36/private-universities
http://msrt.ir/en/page/9/research-institutions
https://www.msrt.ir/en/page/1194/private-universities
https://www.msrt.ir/en/page/1228/private-higher-education-institutions
http://msrt.ir/fa/grid/45/%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%88-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C
http://msrt.ir/fa/grid/46/%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%BA%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C
http://www.cimea.it/it/servizi/pubblicazioni-e-banche-dati/banche-dati/banca-dati-dei-sistemi-universitari.aspx
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Additional Resources - Taiwan
• Higher Education and Accreditation Council: http://www.heeact.edu.tw/lp.asp?

CtNode=2031&CtUnit=1223&BaseDSD=7&mp=4 and http://www.heeact.edu.tw/
lp.asp?CtNode=2033&CtUnit=1225&BaseDSD=7&mp=4  

• Taiwan: A Country Study on the Education System of Taiwan and Guide to the 
Academic Placement of Students in Education Institutions in the United States. 
AACRAO, 2004. 

• Ministry of Education: https://english.moe.gov.tw/cp-31-17722-3fb83-1.html and http://
stats.moe.gov.tw/files/ebook/Education_in_Taiwan/
2018-2019_Education_in_Taiwan.pdf  

• Education in Taiwan: Taiwan’s Colleges and Universities. https://www.brookings.edu/
opinions/education-in-taiwan-taiwans-colleges-and-universities/  

• IEM Spotlight: Educational System of Taiwan. NAFSA, 2018. https://www.nafsa.org/
Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/
Network_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/
Educational_System_of_Taiwan/ 

http://www.heeact.edu.tw/lp.asp?CtNode=2031&CtUnit=1223&BaseDSD=7&mp=4
http://www.heeact.edu.tw/lp.asp?CtNode=2033&CtUnit=1225&BaseDSD=7&mp=4
https://english.moe.gov.tw/cp-31-17722-3fb83-1.html
http://stats.moe.gov.tw/files/ebook/Education_in_Taiwan/2018-2019_Education_in_Taiwan.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/education-in-taiwan-taiwans-colleges-and-universities/
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Network_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/Educational_System_of_Taiwan/
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Additional Resources - Turkey
• Council on Higher Education: https://www.yok.gov.tr/universiteler/universitelerimiz and 

https://www.yok.gov.tr/universiteler/diger-yuksekogretim-kurumlari  
• Turkey: Update on Education 1997-2004. Educational Credential Evaluators, 2004. 
• Presidency of Higher Education Council (YOK) barcoded documents: https://

www.turkiye.gov.tr/yok-ogrenci-belgesi-dogrulama and https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/
yuksekogretim-mezun-belgesi-dogrulama and https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/belge-
dogrulama  

• “Diploma Doğrulama” search by university name 
• CIMEA Database of University Systems (in Italian): http://www.cimea.it/it/servizi/

pubblicazioni-e-banche-dati/banche-dati/banca-dati-dei-sistemi-universitari.aspx 
• The Higher Education System in Turkey. Council of Higher Education. http://

aybu.edu.tr/international/contents/files/The%20Higher%20Education%20System%20in
%20Turkey.docx  

• IEM Spotlight: Educational System of Turkey. NAFSA, 2014. https://www.nafsa.org/
Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/
Network_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/
Educational_System_of_Turkey/ 

https://www.yok.gov.tr/universiteler/universitelerimiz
https://www.yok.gov.tr/universiteler/diger-yuksekogretim-kurumlari
https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/yok-ogrenci-belgesi-dogrulama
https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/yuksekogretim-mezun-belgesi-dogrulama
https://www.turkiye.gov.tr/belge-dogrulama
http://www.cimea.it/it/servizi/pubblicazioni-e-banche-dati/banche-dati/banca-dati-dei-sistemi-universitari.aspx
http://aybu.edu.tr/international/contents/files/The%20Higher%20Education%20System%20in%20Turkey.docx
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Network_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/Educational_System_of_Turkey/
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Additional Resources - Brazil
• Ministry of Education: http://emec.mec.gov.br/  
• Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível Superior (CAPES): https://

sucupira.capes.gov.br/sucupira/public/consultas/coleta/programa/listaPrograma.jsf?
acao=pesquisarRegiao  

• CIMEA Database of University Systems (in Italian): http://www.cimea.it/it/servizi/
pubblicazioni-e-banche-dati/banche-dati/banca-dati-dei-sistemi-universitari.aspx  

• A Study of the Education System of Brazil and Guide to the Academic Placement of 
Students in Education Institutions in the United States. NAFSA/AACRAO, 2004. 

• IEM Spotlight: The Educational System of Brazil. NAFSA, 2013. https://www.nafsa.org/
uploadedFiles/Chez_NAFSA/Resource_Library_Assets/Networks/ACE/EDU
%20Systems%20Brazil.pdf  

• The Brazilian Education System, Parts I and II. CICIC. https://www.cicic.ca/1486/
the_brazilian_education_system_%E2%80%93_part_i.canada and https://
www.cicic.ca/1487/the_brazilian_education_system___part_ii.canada 

http://emec.mec.gov.br/
https://sucupira.capes.gov.br/sucupira/public/consultas/coleta/programa/listaPrograma.jsf?acao=pesquisarRegiao
http://www.cimea.it/it/servizi/pubblicazioni-e-banche-dati/banche-dati/banca-dati-dei-sistemi-universitari.aspx
https://www.nafsa.org/uploadedFiles/Chez_NAFSA/Resource_Library_Assets/Networks/ACE/EDU%20Systems%20Brazil.pdf
https://www.cicic.ca/1486/the_brazilian_education_system_%E2%80%93_part_i.canada
https://www.cicic.ca/1487/the_brazilian_education_system___part_ii.canada
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Additional Resources - Vietnam
• Ministry of Education and Training: http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-

va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5585 and http://
www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/
Default.aspx?ItemID=5935 and http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-
kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5934 and http://
www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/
Default.aspx?ItemID=5933 and http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-
kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5856 and http://
www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/
Default.aspx?ItemID=5854  

• Paid Service: contact us for more information about third-party verification services 
• IEM Spotlight: Educational System of Vietnam. NAFSA, 2015. https://www.nafsa.org/

Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/
Network_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/
Educational_System_of_Vietnam/  

• Vietnam: A Study of the Education System of Vietnam and Guide to the Academic 
Placement of Students in Educational Institutions in the US. AACRAO, 2000. 

• Vietnam Education and Training Directory. Ministry of Education and Training, 2004.

http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5585
http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5935
http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5934
http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5933
http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5856
http://www.moet.gov.vn/giaoducquocdan/khao-thi-va-kiem-dinh-chat-luong-giao-duc/Pages/Default.aspx?ItemID=5854
https://www.nafsa.org/Professional_Resources/Browse_by_Interest/International_Students_and_Scholars/Network_Resources/International_Enrollment_Management/Educational_System_of_Vietnam/
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peggy@transcriptresearch.com

mailto:peggy@transcriptresearch.com

