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Please take a moment to write down your definition of 

technical and vocational education



The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)
India

“List of Vocational Subjects”

Office Secretaryship
Stenography & Computer Application
Accountancy and Auditing
Marketing and Salesmanship
Banking
Electrical Technology
Automobile Technology
Structure and Fabrication Technology
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Technology
Electronics Technology
Dairying
Horticulture
Health Care and Beauty Culture
Ophthalmic Techniques
Medical Laboratory Technology

Auxiliary Nursing & Midwifery
X-Ray Technician
Food Service & Management
Fashion Design & Clothing Construction
Textile Design Dyeing & Printing
Hotel Management and Catering Technology
Tourism and Travel
Bakery and Confectionery
IT Application
Library Management
Life Insurance
Transportation System & Management
Poultry Farming
Financial Market Management

https://www.cbse.gov.in/currisyllabus/List%20of%2030%20existing
%20Voc%20Course_2012.pdf 

https://www.cbse.gov.in/currisyllabus/List%20of%2030%20existing%20Voc%20Course_2012.pdf
https://www.cbse.gov.in/currisyllabus/List%20of%2030%20existing%20Voc%20Course_2012.pdf


India
Diploma In Computer Engineering

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 13 (10+3)

Language of instruction: English

Requires completion of grade 10

3 year program

Grants access to the second year of a 4 year Bachelor in a related 

field

Issued by state secondary boards



India
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Nepal
Proficiency Certificate in Nursing/Medical Sciences

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 13

Technical board: Council for Technical Education and Vocational 

Training (CTEVT) or Nepal Nursing Council, 

Requires: Grade 10 

Represents completion of secondary school + 1 year hospital based 

nursing diploma

Prepares students for employment as a registered nurse

May enroll in the post-basic Bachelor of Nursing







Nepal
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Germany
Abschlusszeugnis der Berufsschule - Altenpfleger 

Certificate of Completion of Vocational School - Geriatric Care

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 11-12

Language of instruction: German

Requires a Grade 9 credential

Represents completion of secondary education

Leads to employment in a recognized occupation immediately 

upon graduation; designed for young people wishing to enter

the labour market directly

School issued documents



Germany
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Lebanon
 الفنیة البكالوریا - العلوم التربویة

Baccalaureat Technique - Sciences de l'Education

Technical Baccalaureate - Educational Sciences

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12

Language of Instruction: Arabic, French, and/or English

Requires Brevet d'Etudes (Certificate of Studies)

Represents graduation from secondary school

Leads to further education at colleges or technical institutes in 

related fields or employment

Awarded by the General Directorate of Vocational and Technical 

Education



Lebanon
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Australia
Certificate III (TAFE) in Early Childhood Education and Care

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 11

Language of instruction: English

Requires completion of grade 10

Vocational program preparing for skilled worker or technician-level 

jobs

Some Certificate III credentials grant access to a post-secondary 

TAFE Diploma program 



Australia
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Kazakhstan
Техникалық және кәсіптік білімі туралы диплом - Геологическая Съемка, Поиск и 

Разведка МПИ
Диплом о техническом и профессионально образовании - Геологиялық барлау, барлау 

және барлау
Diploma of Technical and Vocational Education - Geological Survey, Prospecting and 

Exploration

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12-13

Language of instruction: Kazakh and/or Russian

Requires completion of grade 9

Represents graduation from vocational secondary

Grants access to tertiary education

School issued state diploma



Kazakhstan
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Philippines
National Certificate II in Automotive Servicing

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 10 (pre-2013)

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12 (post-2013)

Language of instruction: English

Requires completion of, or enrollment in, secondary school

Represents completion of vocational secondary education

Grants access to further vocational training, level III credentials, or 

employment

Issued by the Technical Education and Skills Development 

Authority (TESDA)



Philippines
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



France
Brevet d’Etudes Professionnelles / BEP - Option Cuisine

Certificate of Vocational Education - Culinary Arts

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 11

Language of Instruction: French

Requires the Certificat d’Aptitude Professionnelle / CAP 

(Certificate of Professional Competence) or completion of grade 

10 

Represents completion of grade 11 in a vocational program

Intended to be terminal and lead to employment, however 

students may continue to the Baccalaurat Professionnel 

(Professional Baccalaureate) or the Baccalaureat Technologique 

(Technological Baccalaureate), both of which grant access to 

tertiary education

Issued by the Ministere de l’Education Nationale (Ministry of 

National Education)



France
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Brazil
Ensino Medio Politecnico

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 11-12 

Language of Instruction: Portuguese

Requires: Grade 9

Represents completion of vocational secondary study

Grants access to employment and tertiary education, with 

university entrance examination (Vestibular) and higher 

education technology programs at non-university higher 

education institutions

Issued by the Secretaria de Estado da Educacao [Estado] 

(Secretary of State for Education [State])



Brazil
Educação profissional de ensino médio 

Professional education at the upper secondary level

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 11-12 

 Language of Instruction: Portuguese

Requires: Grade 9

Represents completion of vocational secondary study

Grants access to employment and tertiary education, with 

university entrance examination

Issued by Secretaria de Estado de Ciencia e Tecnologia (Secretary 

of State for Science and Technology)



Brazil
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Spain
Certificados de Profesionalidad

Professional Certificate

6-18 months 

Language of instruction: Spanish/Catalan

No prerequisites 

Represents vocational training for employment

Terminal certificate, for employment purposes only

Under the direction of La Ministra de Empleo y Seguridad Social 

(Ministry of Employment and Social Security), formerly El 

Ministerio de Trabajo, Migraciones y Seguridad Social (Ministry 

of Labor, Migration and Social Security). 



Spain
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC

?



France
Brevet de Technicien Superieur (BTS) - Communication des Entreprises

Higher Technician’s Certificate - Business Communications

2 year program

Language of instruction: French

Requires completion of secondary studies

Professional qualification 

Leads to employment as an upper-level technician 

Also leads to further higher education at universities and 

professional university institutes

Issued by Ministere de l’Educacion Nationale , de 

l’Enseigenement Superieure (Ministry of National Education, 

Higher Education)



France
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Morocco
Diplome de Technicien Specialise Option Elevage de Ruminants 

Diploma of Specialized Technician in Ruminant Breeding

2 years in duration

Language of instruction: Arabic and French

Requires completion of secondary studies

Represents 2 year undergraduate study benchmark

Terminal credential, but individual universities may grant 

transfer credit

Issued by Ministere de l'Agriculture et de la Peche Maritime 

Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries



Morocco
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Cote d’Ivoire
Brevet de Technicien Option Secretariat

Certificate of Technician Secretarial

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 13 

Language of instruction: French

Requires completion of grade 10

Represents completion of vocational secondary education

Historically created for the labor market, but has been revised to 

include more general studies. 

Grants access to further education at post-secondary technical 

institutions or employment 

Issued by the Secretariat d'Etat Charge de l'Enseignement 

Technique et de la Formation Professionnelle (State Secretariat 

for Technical Education and Vocational Training)



Cote d’Ivoire
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Algeria
Diplome de Technician Superieur (DTS) Option Comptabilité et 

Finance

Diploma of Higher Technician - Accounting and Finance

2 ½ years in duration (2 years with a 6 month practical)

Requires completion of grade 9

Language of instruction: Arabic and French

Grants limited access to further education in related studies, but 

primarily used for employment purposes

Recognized by the Ministry of Training and Professional 

Education



Algeria
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Burkina Faso
Diplome d’Infirmier d’Etat

State Diploma in Nursing

3 year program

Language of instruction: French

Requires completion of lower secondary studies

Represents 3 years of training from a hospital based school of 

nursing

Grants access to further specialized training in nursing, and 

related allied health fields

Recognized by the Ministere de la Sante (Ministry of Health)



Burkina Faso
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Bangladesh
Certificate in Health Technology and Services - Paramedical 

Technology

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 13 

Language of instruction: English

Requires grade 10 for admission

Represents vocational secondary education

Employment credential 

Issued by the Bangladesh Technical Education Board



Bangladesh
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



South Africa
Somatology Diploma

3 years of study

Language of study: English

Requires students to be 17+, have a grade 12 certificate, or 5 years 

of experience

Represents 3 years of professional training

Employment credential

Accredited by SAAHSP (South African Association of Health and 

Skincare Professionals) - which is recognized by SAQA





South Africa
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Hong Kong
Associate of Science in Leisure and Tourism 

Management

2 year duration

Language of instruction: Mandarin Chinese and English

Requires secondary school graduation 

Resembles a U.S. Associate’s Degree and leads directly into 

bachelor’s degree studies at the same institution

Recognized by the University Grants Commission





Hong Kong
Ladder courtesy of ECE The Connection



Belize
Associate Degree in Business

2 year duration

Language of instruction: English

Requires completion of secondary studies

Represents 2 year undergraduate study benchmark

Issued by the Ministry of Education





Belize
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



United States of America
Associate of General Studies

2 year duration

Language of instruction: English

Requires completion of secondary studies

Represents 2 year undergraduate benchmark

School issued documents



United States of America
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Jamaica
TVET Instructor Diploma

1 1/2 -3 years in duration

Language of instruction: English

Requires a Level IV certificate or equivalent (Bachelor level)

On the academic side, students earn postgraduate or advanced 

professional study

Technical training leads to an Advanced Professional Chartered 

Professional (Senior Manager), also known as Executive 

Professional

Awarded by the National Council on Technical and Vocational 

Education and Training (NCTVET)



Jamaica
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Ukraine
 Диплом кваліфікованого робітника

Diploma of Qualified Worker

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12 

Language of instruction: Ukrainian and Russian

Requires completion of grade 9

Grants access to practice the profession

School issued, state diploma



Ukraine
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Georgia
საშუალო განათლების ატესტატი 

Certificate of Secondary Vocational Education

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12 

Language of instruction: Georgian and Russian

Requires completion of lower secondary education

Combines academic and vocational education

Grants access to employment and tertiary education

School issued state diploma



Georgia
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Poland
Dyplom Uzyskania Tytulu Zawodowego

Certificate of Professional Title

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12, 14

Language of instruction: Polish

Represents a secondary level professional qualification

Grants access to employment 

School issued state diploma



Poland
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



We want to hear from you!

Has your definition changed?
Tell us how!





Bonus Content:
Samples!



Mali
Diplome Universitaire de Technologie (DUT) - Communication 

d’Enterprise

University Diploma of Technology - Business Communication

2 years in duration

Language of instruction: French

Requires completion of secondary studies

Represents 2 year undergraduate study benchmark

Grants access to tertiary education

Designed to prepare students for the labor market

Issued by Ministère de l'Enseignement Supérieur et de la 

Recherche Scientifique Ministry of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research 



Mali
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Uzbekistan
O’rta Maxsus O’quv Diplom - Ortopedik stomatologiya, stomatologiya 

bo'yicha mutaxassis

Diploma of Post-Secondary Vocational Education - Orthopedic 

Dentistry, Dental Technician

2-3 year duration

Language of instruction: Russian or Uzbek

Requires completion of grade 9

Represents completion of vocational secondary studies

Grants access to higher tertiary education, with advanced 

standing

Awarded by the Ministry of Education 



Uzbekistan
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Mexico
Profesional Tecnico-Bachiller en Mantenimiento de Sistemas Electronicos

Technical Professional Baccalaureate in Maintenance of Electrical Systems

Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12 

Language of instruction: Spanish

Requires completion of grade 9

Represents completion of secondary studies in a vocational 

or technical track

Grants access to employment and tertiary education

Issued by the Secretaria de Educacion Publica (Secretary of 

Public Education)



Mexico
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Tchad
Diplome de Licence Professionnalisee

Diploma of Professional Licenciate

1 year duration after a 2-year post-secondary program, or 3 years 

after the Baccalaureat

Language of instruction: French

Represents 1-3 years of undergraduate study

Grants access to further education and employment

Issued by the Ministere de l’Enseignement Superieur (Ministry of 

Higher Education)



Tchad
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Dominican Republic
Diploma

1200+ hours duration

Language of instruction: Spanish

Represents completion of a vocational qualification

Terminal , professional certification

Under the auspices of the Secretaria de Educacion Continua 

(Secretary of Continuing Education)



Dominican Republic
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Benin
Baccalaureat des Enseignements Secondaires Technique et 

Professionnel

Baccalaureate of Technical and Vocational Secondary 

Education

 Total Years of Primary + Secondary Education: 12

Requires  grade 9

Represents completion of vocational secondary education

Leads to technician programs, university diplomas of technology, or 

diplomas of higher technical studies, though some students may be 

admitted to general university degrees depending on their series, 

grades, and intended university major.

Issued by the Ministere de l’Enseignement Superieur et de la 

Recherche Scientifique (Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 

Research, Office of the Baccalaureate)



Benin
ISCED-mapped ladder from UNEVOC



Bonus Content:
Vocabulary!



Bridge Program - Short-term programs designed to fill the gap between the academic level completed by a student and the level 

require by a program which the student is applying

Framework - Established parameters providing structure to an education system or qualification

Infrastructure - Foundation or framework that supports the system or organization

Professional - Relating to work that needs special training or education

Vocational - Relating to knowledge and skills required for a particular job or occupation

Technical - Relating to practical skills that are used for a particular job or occupation

Licensure - Granting or regulation of licences, as for professionals

Certification - A credential that you earn to show specific skills or knowledge

Qualification - An accomplishment that makes someone suitable for a particular career

Polytechnic - An educational institution that focuses on technical studies and applied sciences 

Craftsman - A person who is skilled in a craft or trade

Annex Program - A program designed to increase the access of TVET programs for the disadvantaged people, especially women

Apprenticeship - A paid job where the employee learns and gains experience

Journeyman - A trained worker who is employed by someone else

Specialist - A person who is highly skilled in a specific area or field

Trade School - A post-secondary educational institution designed to train students for a specific skilled occupation



Bonus Content:
Acronyms!



ACTE - Association for Career and Technical Education (US and US Territories)

ACTVET - Ahu Dhabi Centre for Technical and Vocational Education and Training (UAE)

AICTE - All India Council for Technical Education

APACC - Asia Pacific Accreditation and Certification Commission

CANTA - Caribbean Association of National Training Authorities

CICIC - Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials

EQF - European Qualifications Framework

INET - National Institute of Technical Education

ISCED - International Standard and Classification of Education

IVETA - International Vocational Education and Training Association

MINEFOP - Ministry of Employment and Vocational Training (Cameroon)

NAECOB - National Accreditation and Equivalency Council of the Bahamas

NAVET - National Agency for Vocational Education and Training (Bulgaria)

NBTE - National Board for Technical Education (Nigeria)

NIVET - National Institute for Vocational Education and Training (Vietnam)

NQA - National Qualifications Authority (UAE)

NQC - National Qualifications Centre (UAE)

NQV - National Vocational Qualifications

Ofqual - Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation

PRQS - Pacific Register of Qualifications and Standards

PTIB - Private Training Institutions Branch

SAQA - South African Qualifications Authority

SEA-TVET - Southeast Asian Technical and Vocational Education and Training Consortium

SECAP - Ecuadorian Professional Training Service

SETEC - Department of Professional and Technical Education (Brazil)

SQA - Scottish Qualifications Authority

TAFE - Technical and Further Education (Australia)

TESDA - Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (Philippines)

TVET - Technical and Vocational Education and Training

TVTC - Technical and Vocational Training Corporation (Saudi Arabia)

VET - Vocational Education and Training
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